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IT  is  never  our  wish,  to  overcrowd  our  pages  with  one  sub- 
ject, but  the  near  approach  of  the  time  for  a  settlement 
of  the  vexed  question  of  the  Poisons  Regulations,  and  the 
naturally  universal  interest  taken  in  these  by  the  chemists  and 
druggists  of  Great  Britain,  make  a  sufficient  apology  for  us  to 
devote  a  considerable  space  to  this  one  subject  this  month. 
A  large  mass  of  correspondence  on  the  same  subject  is  also 
before  us,  but  to  the  bulk  of  it  we  cannot  do  justice  until 
our  next  issue.  Those  gentlemen  who  have  favoured  us 
with  their  communications,  and  to  whom  we  would  here 
express  our  thanks,  may  rest  assured  that  every  line  of  their 
letters  will  be  carefully  read,  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  give 
due  prominence  to  what  may  be  new  among  their  ideas 
shortly.  Mr.  Joseph  Ince,  who  in  this  number  of  the  Che- 
mist and  Druggist  for  the  first  time  breaks  silence  on  the 
subject  of  the  Poisons  Regulations,  has  so  fully  and  clearly 
expressed  the  views  of  the  many  who,  like  himself,  hold 
opinions  adverse  to  their  enactment,  that  we  are  certain 
our  publication  of  his  remarks  will  satisfy  many  other 
correspondents  whose  letters,  for  want  of  space,  we  have 
been  compelled  to  omit. 

Le  Chemist  and  Druggist  a  6t6  tris  Javorablement  accueilli 
en  France,  el  nous  nous  cslimons  heureux  de  pouvoir  fcliciter 
nos  clients  de  Paris  sur  la  reprise  des  ajfaires  et  nous  espirons 
bien  que  les  6v6nements  qui  viennent  de  se  passer  n'ont  pas 
laissi  de  traces  sirieuses  pour  eux  au  point  de  vue  sociale  et 
commerciale.  Nous  attendons  des  nonvelles  par  C  inter  mddiaire 
de  notre  estimable  repr&sentant  qui  quitte  Londres  ces  jours-ci 
pour  reprendre  ses  affaires  et  les  nAlres  A  Paris.  II  se  /era  un 
devoir  (Taller  leur  rendre  visile  Ires  prochainement. 

Nous  esperons  qiCil  recueillfra  pour  nous  quelques  incidents 
intiressants  et  des  details  qui  pourront  itre  utiles  d  nos 
lecteurs. 


Ce  numiro  du  Chemist  and  Druggist  est  exp6dit6  d  torn 
nos  clients  en  France,  et  nous  esp6rons  qu'ils  ne  manqueront  pas 
d'en  remarquer  les  nombreuses  am6liorations. 

Ce  sont  les  Phamiaciens  de  Paris  qui  nous  donnent  souvent 
les  nouveautis  dans  leur  sp6cialit6,  et  nous  serons  heureux  de 
les  /aire  connattre  dans  notre  journal. 

Nous  recem-ons  avec  plaish-  des  articles,  notes,  etc.,  sur  les 
sujets  qui  intiressent  le  monde  pharmaceutique. 


Our  esteemed  representative  in  Paris,  Mr.  P.  D.  Orvis,  who 
has  bepn  resident  in  London  during  the  war,  is  now  about  to 
return  to  Paris.  We  aro  pleased  with  the  prospect  of  re- 
suming business  with  our  friends  in  Paris,  and  hope  that  the 
unhappy  events  of  the  past  few  months  will  have  at  least  the 
effect  of  impressing  upon  the  commercial  world  of  France 
the  vast  benefits  of  peace  and  commerce.  Mr.  Orvis  will 
shortly  visit  all  our  clients  in  Paris.  He  will  also  be  happy 
to  receive  specimens  of  specialities  and  orders  for  trans- 
mission to  us  from  any  French  pharmacien  desirous  of  intro- 
ducing goods  into  this  country.  Mr.  Orvis's  offices  will  in 
future  be  at  1,  Rue  Scribe,  instead  of  35,  Rue  Caumartin,  as 
heretofore. 


"  Still,  we  are  not  happy,"  is  the  complaining  choru3  which 
is  constantly  reaching  us  with  regard  to  the  Pharmacy  Act. 
Hundreds,  and  perhaps  thousands,  of  chemists  and  drug- 
gists, especially  in  country  districts,  are  discontented  with 
its  results,  and  they  seem  to  look  back  on  the  halcyon  days 
before  the  Act  much  as  the  children  of  Israel  pined  for  the 
flesh-pots  of  Egypt.  We  publish  several  letters  this  month 
in  which  the  case  against  the  Pharmacy  Act  is  pretty  fully 
stated.  We  hope,  however,  we  may  be  allowed,  with  all 
respect  to  our  correspondents,  to  show  the  brighter  side  of 
the  picture.  Their  remarks,  we  venture  to  say,  show  that 
they  really  do  not  appreciate  the  good  which  the  Pharmacy 
Act  has  worked,  and  is  destined  to  accomplish.  No  Parlia- 
ment in  Christendom  would  have  passed  an  Act  such  as  it 
would  seem  was  of  the  character  that  would  have  satisfied 
our  friends.  They  want  an  Act  which  would  prohibit 
grocers,  oilmen,  and  sundry  other  shop-keepers  from  dealing 
in  profitable  articles  which  chemists  regard  as  belonging 
legitimately  to  them.  Let  the  case  be  reversed,  and  con- 
sider the  position  from  both  sides  before  we  condemn  the 
Act  because  this  object  ha3  not  been  included  in  its  scope. 
What  should  we  say  if  the  grocers  petitioned  Parliament  to 
stop  the  sale  of  tea,  spices,  and  tobacco  by  druggists  ?  If 
we  thought  it  worth  while  to  protest  at  all  we  should  show 
ourselves  wonderfully  well  acquainted  with  the  principles  of 
free  trade.  But  say  our  critics,  what  has  the  Pharmacy  Act 
done,  and  what  was  the  good  of  taking  so  much  trouble 
about  it  if  we  were  not  going  to  benefit  ourselves  in  this 
direction  ?  We  reply  that  no  man  liveth  unto  himself.  The 
men  who  worked  the  hardest  for  the  Act  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  gain  by  it.  They  were  men  who  had  gained  the 
best  positions  in  the  trade ;  and  had  they  been  actuated  by 
selfish  motives  only,  they  would  have  strivon  rather  to  keep 
competitors  down  than  to  raise  the  general  platform.  Their 
first  aim,  however,  was  to  work  in  their  day  that  the  gene- 
ration following  might  find  their  position  and  status . 
elevated.  And  is  it  purely  imagination  to  believe  that  they 
have  done  much  to  arrive  at  this  ?  Look  what  a  stimulus 
has  been  given  to  pharmaceutical  study.  The  leaders  of 
the  movement  have  been  themselves  astounded  at  the  dis- 
covery of  how  necessary  the  Act  was.  Hundreds  of  young 
men  who  came  up  for  the  modified  examination,  which  was 
so  moderate  that  it  was  believed  it  would  be  little  beyond  a 
form,  were  necessarily  sent  back,  so  utterly  innocent  were 
they  of  the  most  rudimentary  scientific  acquaintance  with 
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their  business.  Is  it  not  something  gained  that  these  will 
be  improved  before  they  can  commence  business,  and  that 
in  a  few  years'  time  that  class  of  young  men  will  be  im- 
proved out  of  the  trade  altogether  ?  Then  we  conceive,  too, 
though  it  is  difficult  to  prove,  that  even  now  material 
benefit  has  been  gained.  The  public,  not  very  clear  what 
the  Pharmacy  Act  really  is,  is  beginning  to  ascertain  that 
some  sort  of  guarantee  is  given  for  a  higher  degree  of 
efficiency  among  pharmaceutists,  and  as  they  appreciate 
this  they  respect  the  chemists  more,  and  will  be  less  in- 
clined to  buy  their  physic  at  illegitimate  stores.  It  is  no 
use  to  hope  that  the  policy  of  a  country  will  be  overturned 
for  the  benefit  of  a  few  of  us,  however  important  we  may 
be.  Revolutions  are  more  certainly  accomplished  by  slow 
and  almost  inappreciable  processes  than  by  sudden  .violence, 
and  there  can  be  but  few  but  will  acknowledges  that  we  are 
on  the  right  track  towards  a  more  honourable,  if  not  a  more 
lucrative,  position.  We  shall  gain  that  end  all  the  more 
rapidly  if  we  work  unanimously  for  it,  and  though  we  can- 
not object  to  the  freest  possible  criticism,  we  do  hope  to  see 
a  more  catholic  and  generous  consideration  given  to  this 
subject  throughout  the  entire  body  of  chemists  and 
druggists. 

We  have  endeavoured  partially  to  meet  the  unusual  pressure 
on  our  space  this  month,  in  consequence  of  the  pressing 
interest  of  the  Poisons  Regulations,  by  adding  eight  pages 
to  our  usual  literary  matter.  We  are,  notwithstanding  this, 
compelled  to  hold  over  several  articles  which  we  have  in 
type. 

At  various  times  questions  have  been  submitted  to  us  by 
diffeient  correspondents  respecting  the  legal  position  of  the 
widow  of  a  chemist  and  druggist.  As  we  road  the  Act  it 
seemed  to  us  that  it  was  competent  for  such  a  person  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  her  late  husband,  provided  that 
she  engaged  a  duly-qualified  assistant.  We  founded  our 
belief  on  the  16th  section  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  wherein  it 
is  stated  that  "  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  executor,  adminis- 
trator, or  trustee  of  the  estate  ....  to  continue  such 
business,  if,  and  so  long  only  as,  such  business  shall  be 
6ond  fide  conducted  by  a  duly-qualified  assistant."  We 
recently  addressed  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society-  on  the  subject)  and  from  the  reply  with  which  he 
favoured  us  we  make  the  following  extract : — 

"In  reference  to  your  inquiry  as  to  whether,  under  the 
16th  section  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  the  widow  of  a 
deceased  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist 
could  carry  on  the  business  of  her  late  husband  for  an 
indefinite  period,  provided  the  business  were  conducted  by 
a  duly-qualified  assistant  ?  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  clause 
creating  exceptions  must  be  strictly  construed  in  favour  of 
the  public,  so  that  the  widow  of  a  deceased  chemist  and 
druggist  will  not  stand  in  a  more  favoured  position  than 
any  descendant,  ancestor,  or  collateral  relative  of  a  deceased 
chemist  and  druggist  would ;  in  short,  that  no  relative  of  a 
chemist  and  druggist  can  claim  any  special  exemption  in 
right  of  the  relationship,  and  the  only  persons  who  can 
claim  the  special  exemptions  are  those  who  stand  in  posi- 
tions of  trust  as  defined  by  the  statute." 

Prom  this  it  would  seem  that  by  those  to  whom  is 
entrusted  the  administration  of  the  Act,  its  phraseology 
is  construed  in  a  narrower  sense  than  that  which  we  hod 
attached  to  it.  The  favour  shown  to  the  "  trustee,  adminis- 
trator, or  executor "  of  a  deceased  chemist  and  druggist  is 
shown  to  him  or  her  only  so  long  as  the  office  remains.  As 
soon  as  the  estate  is  wound  up  there  no  longer  remains  any 
trustee,  administrator,  or  executor ;  and  therefore,  by  strict 


law,  the  widow,  not  being  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist, 
cannot  continue  to  be  the  proprietress  of  a  business  after 
the  estate  of  her  late  husband  has  been  wound  up.  Nor 
can  she  become  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist  by  any 
other  means  than  by  passing  the  minor  examination.  We 
publish  these  particulars  in  reply  to  several  correspondents, 
and  because  we  believe  the  law  of  the  subject  as  we  have 
stated  it  is  not  very  generally  understood. 


In  the  Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Journal  the  editor  has 
recently  commenced  the  publication  of  a  Students'  Depart- 
ment on  a  similar  basis  to  our  own  "  Corner."  The 
questions  are  very  practical,  and  the  answers  given  seem 
to  indicate  considerable  proficiency  on  the  part  of  some,  at 
least  of  the  young  Canadian  druggists.  There  can  be  no 
better  training  for  iuture  pharmacists  than  the  healthy 
excitement  induced  by  these  competitions.  Our  regular 
students  number  something  like  thirty,  and  we  are  really 
surprised  that  so  few  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of 
invigorating  exercise  of  their  mental  power  which  we  offer. 
It  certainly  requires  a  little  courage  to  grapple  with  some 
of  the  stiff  questions  proposed  by  Mr.  Moss,  but  a  resolute 
student,  like  all  who  have  ever  achieved  any  useful  or 
brilliant  results,  will  ultimately  reach  victory  by  a  path  of 
frequent  defeat.  It  will  be  noticed  that  a  series  of  questions 
is  published  this  month,  the  answers  to  which  must  reach 
us  not  later  than  the  15th  of  next  month.  We  remind  oar 
readers  of  the  prize  we  offer  for  the  best  design  of  a  chemist's 
shop  window,  showing  the  display.  These  designs  must 
arrive  not  later  than  the  1st  of  April.  We  printed  fall 
conditions  in  our  last  issue. 


We  understand  that  the  Committee  of  the  Chemists'  Ball 
has  presented  twenty  guineas  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  out  of  the  profits  arising  from 
the  gathering.  We  are  aiso  pleased  to  learn  that  they 
have  determined  to  present  a  testimonial  to  Mr.  T.  Donald 
Watson,  in  recognition  of  his  exertions  as  Secretary  to  the 
Ball  Committee  since  its  first  institution.  The  testimonial 
is  to  be  of  the  value  of  twenty  guineas,  and  is  to  be  pur- 
chased by  a  Committee  of  Selection . 


In  looking  through  the  thirteen  excellent  essays  on 
"  Business  Habits "  which  were  sent  to  us  last  month  in 
competition  for  the  prize,  we  do  not  find  in  more  than  one 
instance  at  most  the  importance  of  cheerfulness  insisted 
upon.  Punctuality,  method,  perseverance,  early  rising, 
decision,  integrity,  politeness,  and  several  other  virtues 
were  all  duly  extolled,  and  not  a  fraction  more  than  they 
deserved  to  be.  But  we  fancied  that  the  characteristic  which 
perhaps,  more  than  any  other,  wins  confidence  and  secures 
patronage  and  friendship  was  a  little  neglected.  And  there 
are  special  reasons  for  inculcating  cheerfulness  as  a  business 
habit.  First,  because  it  is  undoubtedly  a  habit  which  can 
be  cultivated.  The  naturally  morose  man  can,  if  he  will,  set 
resolutely  to  work  and  transform  his  disposition  in  the 
course  of  time,  and  the  progress  of  that  beneficial  revolution 
will  be  a  series  of  conquests,  each  one  of  which  will  mightily 
strengthen  and  enliven  almost  every  other  virtue  which  lies 
dormant  in  him.  Another  reason  of  the  importance  of  urging 
constant  cheerfulness  is,  that  so  many  men  in  business  are 
habitually  sad.  It  is  a  very  usual  thing  to  find  men  who 
are  very  prosperous,  and  ought  to  be  proportionately  happy, 
everlastingly  careful  and  troubled  about  many  things,  and 
making  their  anxiety  painfully  obvious  to  all  who  come  in 
contact  with  them.  To  spend  perhaps  the  four-fifths  oi 
ono's  life  in  this  atmosphere  is  just  about  the  most  foolish 
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thing  any  man  can  do.  His  customers  are  repelled  by  such 
a  manner,  and  those  who  work  under  him  must  inevitably 
catch  a  share  of  the  same  dismal  humour.  A  cheerful 
manner  is  worth  cultivating  for  its  own  sake,  and  as  one  of 
the  most  valuable  of  all  talents  in  the  prosecution  of  any 
enterprise.  We  are  convinced  that  in  importance  it  should 
rank  very  high  among  "  business  habits." 

The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  shows  symptoms  of  meeting  the 
wants  of  its  readers  by  the  addition  of  some  commercial 
information.    A  prominent  position  in  its  pages  is  given 
occasionally  to  an  entirely  new  feature,  labelled  "Drug 
Market  Notes."    We  know  a  little  of  the  drug  markets 
ourselves,  and  we  know  how  difficult  it  is  for  a  non-buyer 
to  obtain  any  useful  information  from  those  quarters.  But 
the  chemist  and  druggist  who  can  lay  his  hand  upon  his 
heart  and  solemnly  assert  that  he  can  get  any  information 
of  any  sort  whatever  from  the  "  Drug  Market  Notes"  of  our 
contemporary  is  a  prodigy.     We  are  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
understand  the  object  of  inserting  these.    We  do  not  wish 
to  be  captious;  we  are  merely  confused.    But  to  justify  our 
remarks,  let  us  just  dissect  the  first  sentence  of  one  of  these 
productions.     On  page  668  of  the  current  volume  (Feb., 
1871),  we  find  half  a  column  under  the  above  heading. 
"  Live  and  learn  "  is  one  of  our  mottoes;  so  we  read,  "  The 
following  are  a  few  of  the  principal  parcels  of  drugs  offered 
for  sale  lately."    The  rest  of  the  space  is  occupied  with 
figures  and  drugs  in  no  sort  of  order,  alphabetical  or 
otherwise,  for  the  compilation  of  which,  however,  as  we 
judge,  the  writer  of  the  charmingly  vague  sentence  we  have 
quoted  is  not  responsible.    Let  us  confine  ourselves,  then, 
to  the  original  matter.    First,  may  we  ask  why  "  a  few " 
of  the  principal  parcels  only  are  mentioned,  and  on  what 
principle  these  few  are  selected  ?    For  example,  why  are  we 
told  that  167  chests  of  rhubarb  were  "  offered  for  sale 
lately?"     Why  stop  at  167?    Or  if  that  was  the  exact 
number  "offered  lately,"  why  describe  it  as  "a  few?" 
Next,  why  are  "principal  parcels  "  only  noticed,  and  please 
what  constitutes  a  "  principal "  parcel  ?   Thirdly  and  chiefly, 
we  submit  that  to  tell  us  what  was  "  offered  for  sale,"  and 
to  add  no  information  as  to  what  it  sold  for  if  it  did  sell,  or 
why  it  was  not  sold,  if  that  may  have  been  the  case,  is 
simply  useless,  not  to  say  absurd.    Lastly,  will  this  Pegasus 
in  the  pound,  as  we  may  describe  this  Bloomsbury-square- 
cum-Mincing-lane  Reporter,  tell  us  how  long  a  period  of 
time  is  comprehended  in  the  expression  "  lately  ?  " 

Suppose  during  the  late  European  war,  instead  of  the 
usually  vivid  and  minute  bird's-eye  view  of  the  whole 
conflict  which  our  daily  paper  gave  us  every  morning,  it 
had  come  to  us  one  day  with  its  war  intelligence  summed 
up  in  a  sentence,  conveying  the  announcement  that  some- 
body had  seen  a  German  and  a  French  army  somewhere 
lately,  but  saying  nothing  about  what  had  become  of  either 
or  of  both  of  them.  We  should  have  called  that  vague.  And 
if  the  same  sort  of  thing  had  been  repeated  for  many 
weeks  we  should  have  been  disposed  at  least  to  think  it 
monotonous.  But  this  would  have  been  quite  a  parallel  case 
to  the  one  on  which  we  have  commented.  The  fact  is,  we 
understand  that  sort  of  business  best  in  Cannon-street,  and 
we  would  respectfully  urge  our  friends  in  Bloomsbury- 
square  to  leave  trade  reporting  to  us,  at  least  until  we 
have  ignominiously  failed. 


Ik  our  foreign  correspondence  this  month  we  publish  a  New 
York  letter,  and  we  hope  to  have  further  instalments  from 
the  same  source.  Our  correspondent,  who  has  ample  oppor- 
tunities of  giving  us  the  best  information,  has  promised  to 
send  us  a  letter  of  this  kind  whenever  the  interval  of  his 


other  engagements  will  permit.  His  summary  of  the  pro- 
bable new  Pharmacy  Act  to  be  applied  to  New  York  City 
will  be  read  by  English  druggists  with  considerable  interest, 
and  we  shall  await  eagerly  further  information  of  its  passage, 
and  the  possibility  of  enforcing  such  an  apparently  hasty 
and  stringent  piece  of  legislation. 


The  Council  of  the  Society  of  Arts  will  proceed  to  consider 
the  award  of  the  Albert  Medal  early  in  May  next.  This 
medal  was  instituted  to  reward  "distinguished  merit  in 
promoting  arts,  manufactures,  or  commerce."  Hp  to  date 
it  has  been  awarded  as  follows ;  and  ho  to  whom  the  honour 
is  given  this  year  may  well  be  proud  of  the  company  in  which 
his  name  will  appear.  In  1864  it  was  decreed  to  Sir  Row- 
land Hill,  for  his  organization  of  the  penny-postage  system. 
In  1865  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  for  the  enlightened 
policy  he  had  followed  with  regard  to  art,  manufactures,  and 
commerce.  In  1866  to  Professor  Faraday.  In  1867  to  Mr.  W. 
Fothergill  Cooke  and  Professor  Wheatstone,  in  recognition 
of  their  joint  labours  in  establishing  the  first  electric 
telegraph.  In  1868  to  Mr.  Joseph  Whitworth.  In  1869  to 
Baron  Liebig.  In  1870  to  M.  Ferdinand  de  Lesseps.  Who 
worthy  to  follow  these  distinguished  men  ? 


The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  supports  our  remarks  with  re- 
gard to  the  evening  meetings  of  the  Society.  Our  comments 
on  the  usually  shabby  attendances  at  these  gatherings  are 
said  to  be  "  severe  but  well  merited."  Our  contemporary 
proposes  the  formation  of  a  committee  of  three  to  cater  for 
these  occasions,  and  to  "  whip  "  up  the  members.  We  hope 
the  suggestion  will  be  carried  out  next  year,  and  that  good 
papers  and  good  meetings  will  be  the  result.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  work  any  public  affair  efficiently  without  a  well- 
organized  plan ;  but  hitherto  we  have,  Micawber  like,  trusted 
entirely  to  something  turning  up.  We  ought  to  be  thankful 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  we  have  got  on  so  well,  but 
better  can  and  should  be  done.  The  next  and  last  evening 
meeting  of  this  session  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  April 
5th,  1871.  The  chair  will  be  taken  at  half-past  eight  pre- 
cisely. The  following  papers  will  be  read: — "Alterations 
in  Pharmacopceia  Nomenclature  necessitated  by  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Chemistry."  By  Professor  Attfield.  "  Note 
on  Vinum  Ferri."  By  Professor  Attfield.  "  A  Concen- 
trated Form  of  Mistura  Ferri  Composita."  By  Mr.  C.  A. 
Staples. 


THE  POISONS  REGULATIONS. 


THE  opposition  to  the  scheme  of  Poisons  Regulations 
proposed  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  or  rather  to 
the  imposition  of  any  compulsory  code  of  regulations  what- 
ever, is  growing  stronger  as  the  time  approaches  for  the 
decision  of  the  question.  Having  regard  to  the  wide-spread 
interest  which  has  been  aroused,  and  the  almost  universal 
disapprobation  which  has  been  evinced  throughout  the 
provinces,  we  are  driven  to  the  conclusion  £hat  the  Council 
has  an  excellent  chance  of  being  defeated,  and  a  measure 
which,  as  we  have  always  believed,  would  tend  to  the 
mutual  advantage  of  the  trade  and  the  public,  will  be  lost. 
It  is  not  merely  with  the  object  of  maintaining  our  opinions 
with  a  sort  of  forlorn  obstinacy,  and  in  the  face  of  unani- 
mous opposition  on  the  part  of  those  most  interested,  that 
we  recur  to  the  subject.  We  still  consider  that  it  would 
have  been  well  if  chemists  had  joined  heartily  and  readily 
into  the  spirit  of  the  proposal.  A  little  concession  in  that 
direction  would  have  brought  the  members  of  the  trade  into 
closer  union,  would  have  more  definitely  marked  off  the 
boundaries  which  kept  hucksters  from  the  territories  of  the 
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registered  ones,  and  it  is  not  at  all  impossible  that  now  and 
then  a  life  would  bo  spared.  With  these  advantages  to 
recommend  the  Regulations  we  might  expect  some  slight 
inconvenience  in  return,  but  we  still  fuil  to  see  the  great 
hardship  of  the  Governmental  supervision,  which  was  the 
bugbear  last  year,  or  the  exact  appropriateness  of  the  argu- 
ment which  has  been  used  so  frequently  of  late,  namely, 
that  respecting  the  immunity  of  medical  men  from  the  same 
restrictions.  Governmental  supervision  in  England  is 
hardly  likely  to  be  much  more  severe  than  it  lias  been  in 
Prance;  and  as  may  be  gathered  from  our  sketch  of  "  Conti- 
nental Chemists"  this  month,  it  is  not  by  any  means  a 
vexatious  proceeding  there.  As  for  the  medical  men,  we 
can  only  say  that  if  they  do  not  choose  to  do  their  business 
in  the  best  possible  manner,  that  ought  to  be  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  advance;  and  if  we  can  convince  the  public 
that  the  dispensing  of  their  medicines  is  safer  in  our  hands 
than  in  the  hands  of  the  doctors,  why,  so  much  the  worse 
for  the  doctors.  These  considerations  and  many  others 
■which  have  been  put  forward  by  the  advocates  of  the  Regu- 
lations will  perhaps  in  time  bear  fruit ;  at  the  same  time 
wo  think  it  most  important  that  action  should  not  be  taken 
at  present.  Nothing  could  be  more  foolish  than  to  attempt 
to  force  these  Regulations  on  an  unwilling  constituency,  and 
however  the  voting  in  May  next  may  result,  it  will  still 
remain  the  fact  that  nearly  four-fifths  of  the  trade  have  not 
been  consulted  in  any  way.  If  it  should  prove,  as  is  not 
unlikely  to  be  the  case,  that  a  majority  of  this  number  is 
opposed  to  the  enforcement  of  Regulations,  no  council  would 
relish  the  task  of  carrying  out  a  measure  so  unpopular, 
even  though  it  might  be  that  a  majority  in  favour  of  the 
Regulations  had  been  recorded  at  the  annual  meeting. 

The  agitation  on  this  subject  has  brought  to  mind  with 
an  unpleasant  vividness  the  fact,  which  we  had  almost 
forgotten,  that  by  the  Pharmacy  Act  nearly  ten  thousand 
chemists  had  surrendered  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  a 
certain  degree  of  power  over  themselves.  The  first  oppor- 
tunity for  the  exercise  of  that  power  has  now  occurred,  and 
the  Council  has  signalized  it  by  a  performance  which  looks 
like  a  direct  "snub"  to  ten  thousand,  and  which  has  cer- 
tainly not  been  appreciated  by  the  three  thousand  or  less 
whom  it  thereby  hoped  to  conciliate.  We  say  it  looks  like 
a  "  snub,"  and  we  say  this  advisedly.  If  we  have  misjudged 
the  action  of  the  Council,  the  fault  is  not  ours.  We  can 
only  judge  from  what  is  made  public,  and  must  imagine 
the  secret  discussions  whereby  the  open  resolutions  have 
been  arrived  at.  If  the  Council  chooses  to  ignore  the  trade, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  legislate  for  it,  technically  right 
although  it  may  be,  it  will  arouse  an  opposition  and  a 
jealousy  which  in  time  it  will  not  be  able  to  withstand,  even 
though  Mr.  Simon  should  still  continue  his  correspondence 
with  its  president.  The  House  of  Commons  has  little  sym- 
pathy with  an  oligarchy,  and  the  House  of  Commons  ia  aB 
yet  a  power  above  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  and  Mr. 
Simon  also. 

The  circular  which  by  order  of  the  Council  was  addressed 
to  pharmaceutical  chemists  only,  and  on  which  we  remarked 
last  month,  has  done  more  to  weaken  the  position  of  the 
advocates  of  the  Regulations  than  anything  that  has  yet 
appeared.  Hesitation  in  the  face  of  a  powerful  enemy  is 
the  almost  certain  forerunner  of  defeat.  The  impression 
conveyed  to  those  who  received  it  waB,  that  the  Council 
would  like  to  be  tyrannical  but  hardly  dared.  With  many 
of  the  arguments  adduced,  as  may  be  gathered  from  these 
remarks,  wo  can  only  agree.  But  it  was,  we  think,  the 
worst  possible  policy  to  intimate  that  no  vexatious  proceed- 
ings were  likely  to  be  taken  if  the  trade  would  but  allow 
the  Regulations  to  be  enacted.  Nor  was  it  wise  or  necessary 


to  introduce  any  prominent  allusion  to  the  threatenings  of 
the  organs  of  the  medical  profession.  We  may  on  either 
side  ignore  their  wishes  and  views  altogether,  and  act  only 
as  may  be  most  advantageous  to  the  public  and  ourselveB. 
We  are  tolerably  certain  that  in  this  matter  medical  men 
would  not  care  to  appeal  to  Parliament.  There  would  be 
little  chance  there  for  them  to  escape  the  same  restrictions 
as  to  dispensing  which  should  be  imposed  upon  chemists. 
They  remember  well  enough  that  when  Mr.  Walpole  intro- 
duced a  Pharmacy  and  Poison  Bill  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  the  principle  was  granted  that  apothecaries 
and  surgeons  dispensing  their  own  medicines,  as  well  as 
hospitals,  must  be  placed  under  the  same  regulations  as  to 
the  storage  of  poiaons  as  chemists.  It  could  not  well  be 
otherwise  now,  seeing  that  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  dis- 
pensing of  the  United  Kingdom  is  performed  by  these 
sections  of  the  community.  We  object  to  the  arrogantly 
offensive  tone  in  which  the  medical  press  refers  to  this 
discussion,  and  we  see  little  reason  for  opponents  to  be 
alarmed  at  the  threats  vaguely  hinted  at.  Thunder  is  cheap 
in  those  quarters. 

Believing  that  on  such  a  question  as  the  one  now  before 
us,  it  was  right  that  every  chemist  should  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  proposal,  and  also  with  the  circumstances 
to  which  we  have  alluded,  the  proprietors  of  the  Chemist  and 
Druggist  undertook  the  labour  (both  arduous  and  costly)  of 
addressing  a  circular  on  the  subject  to  every  registered 
chemist  and  druggist  in  Great  Britain.  To  the  circular  was 
attached  a  stamped,  addressed  "  non-official  voting  paper," 
with  the  request  that  every  recipient  would  fill  it  up  and 
return  it.  Replies  are  pouring  in  upon  us  now  in  over- 
whelming force,  but  of  course  we  are  quite  unable  yet  to 
analyse  the  results.  The  idea  was  to  present  a  perfectly 
impartial  statement  of  the  case,  and  thus  to  obtain  an 
unbiassed  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  whole  trade. 
Some  hundreds  of  registered  chemists  will  not  have  received 
a  copy  of  this  circular  on  account  of  their  addresses  being 
inaccurately  given  in  the  Register.  If  they  will  apply  to 
our  office  promptly  they  will  receive  a  copy,  and  their  vote 
will  be  duly  noted.  If  we  address  any  chemists  who  have 
not  yet  replied,  we  beg  to  urge  them  to  do  so,  if  only  as  a 
matter  of  courtesy,  at  their  earliest  convenience.  The  work 
has  been  undertaken  on  behalf  of  the  trade,  and  we  only 
ask  in  return  that  the  trade  will  recognize  our  effort  by 
giving  us  the  information  for  which  we  ask. 

At  Manchester  a  very  influential  association  has  been 
formed,  the  immediate  object  being  to  resist  the  present 
proposal  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  The  chemists  of 
Maidstone  have  sent  a  memorial  to  the  Council  signed  by 
everytoember  of  the  trade  in  the  town  in  opposition  to  the 
Regulations.  Opposition  has  also  been  manifested  anew  in 
other  provincial  towns,  as  will  be  seen  from  our  reports.  We 
have  purposely  avoided  all  mention  of  the  expression  ot 
individual  opinions  which  has  appeared  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Journal,  although  this  has  been  both  abundant  and  impor- 
tant. Our  object  in  this  rapid  summary  has  been  rather  to 
place  the  question  broadly  before  the  trade  than  to  identify 
either  side  of  it  with  its  individual  supporters.  Lastly,  we 
may  mention,  though  not  as  a  very  weighty  performance, 
Mr.  Buott's  amusing  effort  to  revivify  the  once  powerful 
United  Society  by  means  of  this  excitement.  Such  a  call 
would  have  had  an  effect  once,  but  Mr.  Buott  managed  so 
completely  to  worry  every  vestige  of  life  out  of  the  United 
Society,  that  neither  he  nor  any  oilier  of  its  quondam 
officers  would  be  likely  to  galvanise  it  into  action  again. 
Another  gathering  in  London  had  been  in  contemplation, 
but  we  believe  the  promoters  of  this  will  wait  at  least  until 
our  own  results  are  ascertained.   We  note  one  expression 
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of  opinion  favourable  to  the  Eegulations  emanating  from  the 
London  Chemists'  Association. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  circular  addressed,  by  order 
of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  to  every 
pharmaceutical  chemist  (and  to  such  exclusively)  to  which 
allusion  has  been  made : — 

A  Statement  of  the  Reasons  ivhich  have  induced  the  Council  to 
suggest  Regulations  regarding  the  Keeping,  Dispensing,  and 
Selling  of  Poisons. 

The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  feeling  it  to 
be  of  primary  importance  that  the  question  of  the  adoption 
of  regulations  for  the  keeping  and  dispensing  of  poisons 
should  receive  early  and  definite  settlement,  earnestly  desire 
to  call  the  serious  attention  of  the  members  generally  to  it, 
with  a  view  to  its  receiving  their  final  judgment  at  the  en- 
suing annual  meeting  in  May. 

The  course  of  legislation  on  the  subject  of  poisons  is  one 
which  many  members  of  the  Council  have,  in  their  official 
capacity,  carefully  watched  for  many  years.  Prior  to  the 
passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868,  attempts  had  been 
made  in  Parliament  at  various  times  to  enforce  regulations 
for  the  sale  of  poisons  (of  which  the  Act  regulating  the  sale 
of  arsenic  is  an  illustration),  and  it  is  due  to  the  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  say  that,  but  for  their  vigi- 
lance, measures  which  would  have  proved  most  injurious  to 
the  true  interests  of  chemists  and  of  the  public,  would  in  all 
probability  have  passed  the  Houses  of  Parliament  and  be- 
come law.  The  desire  of  the  Council  has  always  been,  whilst, 
on  the  one  hand,  conscious  of  the  just  claims  of  the  public  on 
those  who  are  the  responsible  dealers  in  dangerous  poisons ; 
on  the  other  hand,  to  restrict  legislation  on  this  subject  to 
those  moderate  and  practical  measures  which  they  knew  to 
be  in  accordance  with  the  exigencies  of  the  trade.  They 
venture  to  think  that  their  efforts  in  this  direction  have  not 
been  devoid  of  success. 

The  history  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  is  well  known. 
When,  in  1865,  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
encouraged  by  public  opinion  (but  more  especially  by  the 
opinion  of  the  medical  profession),  that  dispensers  of  medi- 
cine should  be  an  educated  class  of  men,  introduced  their 
"  Bill  to  regulate  the  Qualifications  of  Chemists  and  Drug- 
gists," it  contains  no  allusions  to  poisons  whatever.  There 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  Bill  would  have  passed  had 
not  a  second,  emanating  from  the  United  Society  of  Chemists 
and  Druggists,  led  the  Government  to  infer  that  we  were  not 
agreed  as  to  the  best  course  to  pursue.  In  the  Bill  of  the 
United  Society  poison  clauses  were  prominently  introduced, 
and  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  reported  that  it 
was  desirable  to  legislate  on  that  subject. 

The  Council,  therefore,  were  compelled  to  accept  the  regu- 
lation of  the  sale  of  poisons  as  one  basis  of  future  legislation, 
or  forego  their  efforts  to  extend  the  Pharmacy  Act.  They 
drafted  a  Bill  accordingly,  for  which  they  obtained  the  appro- 
val of  Government,  but  owing  to  the  great  pressure  of  public 
business,  could  not  get  it  introduced  as  a  Government  mea- 
sure. Fortunately,  Earl  Granville  took  charge  of  this  Bill, 
passed  it  readily  through  the  House  of  Lords,  and  Mr.  Head- 
lam  ably  stood  sponsor  for  it  in  the  Commons.  There,  how- 
ever, a  much  more  severe  treatment  was  in  store  for  it. 
Propositions  were  made  to  render  the  poison  clauses  so 
restrictive  that,  had  they  passed  into  law,  the  trade  of  a 
chemist  and  druggist  would  have  become  almost  impossible. 
These  propositions  were  watched  and  combated  from  day  to 
day  by  the  Council,  and  the  Act  of  1868  was  the  result.  In 
that  Act  great  privileges  were  accorded  to,  and  great  con- 
fidence reposed  in,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  to  which,  on 
the  urgent  representation  of  the  Council  that  the  Society 
itself  was  the  only  competent  judge  of  what  would  be  prac- 
ticable and  adapted  to  the  various  exigencies  of  trade  in  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  Legislature  committed  the  duty  of 
arranging  the  detailed  conditions  for  keeping,  dispensing,  and 
selling  poisons. 

Hence  there  was  a  tacit  understanding  between  the  Coun- 
cil and  the  Government  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
should  frame  a  code  of  regulations  to  be  approved  by  the 
Privy  Council.  It  became  the  duty  of  the  Society  to  do  that 
which  in  its  wisdom  should  be  consistent  with  this  under- 
standing— to  frame  a  series  of  regulations  for  the  keeping, 


sale,  and  dispensing  of  poisons  which  should  be  practicable 
and  easy  of  application  to  chemists  and  druggists,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  satisfy  the  demands  of  Parliament  and 
the  public. 

In  doing  this,  the  Council  felt  it  would  be  impossible  to 
prepare  regulations  which  would  not  interfere,  more  or  less, 
with  the  existing  arrangements  of  many  chemists.  But  they 
thought  if  regulations  could  be  framed  which  would  be  neither 
onerous  nor  impracticable,  every  chemist  would  feel  it  his 
duty  to  submit  to  some  inconvenience,  if  necessary,  to  pro- 
mote the  public  safety,  for  the  sake  of  unanimity,  the  general 
good,  and  the  satisfaction  of  the  Government. 

In  framing  resolutions,  the  Council  have  been  most  soli- 
citous not  to  interfere  prematurely  with  the  subject,  or  to 
encumber  chemists  generally  with  any  burdensome  restric- 
tions in  the  conduct  of  their  responsible  duties ;  but  at  the 
commencement  of  1870  they  felt  the  subject  could  not  be 
delayed,  and  at  that  time  proposed  a  series  of  regulations  for 
the  "keeping,  selling,  and  dispensing  of  poisons."  That 
scheme  was  presented  to  the  annual  meeting  in  May  last. 
It  obtained  much  attention  previously  to  and  at  that  meet- 
ing, and  though  an  amendment  was  moved  directly  nega- 
tiving the  proposal,  a  resolution  was  unanimously  passed  in 
the  following  terms : — "  That  the  subject  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration by  the  incoming  Council,  and  that  a  further  report 
be  made  to  the  next  annual  meeting." 

During  the  interval  which  has  elapsed  since  that  time,  the 
subject  has  obtained  the  frequent  and  anxious  attention  of 
the  Council.  They  have  carefully  observed  the  current  of 
opinion  on  the  subject  amongst  the  members  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  as  shown  in  the  periodical  correspond- 
ence upon  it,  and  in  the  memorials  which  have  been  received 
from  various  pharmaceutical  associations  in  the  country. 
They  have  also  watched  the  expression  of  opinion  in  the  press, 
and  have  been  fully  informed  of  the  views  entertained  by  the 
Privy  Council  and  by  members  of  the  Legislature.  Consi- 
dering also  the  obligations  which  the  passingof  the  Pharmacy 
Act  of  1868  has  imposed  upon  them,  they  believe  it  their  duty 
still  to  propose  the  same  rules  for  the  keeping  of  poisons  (though 
in  a  simplified  form)  which  they  proposed  last  year,  as  those 
which  appear  to  afford  on  the  whole  the  most  scope  and  sim- 
plicity, and  which  are  best  suited  to  the  various  necessities 
of  chemists  in  business.  They,  however,  omitted  the  third 
proposed  regulation  for  the  "  dispensing  of  poisons," — not 
because  they  considered  it  inappropriate,  but  in  the  endea- 
vour to  meet  the  views  of  members  of  the  Society  by  disen- 
cumbering the  proposed  regulations  of  what  seemed  to  be 
the  least  important  of  them. 

Since  the  meeting  of  the  Council  at  which  these  amended 
regulations  were  agreed  upon,  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  has  received  two  communications  from  the 
Privy  Council,  of  which  no  member  of  the  Council  had  any 
previous  cognizance.  The  first  of  these  expressed  a  desire 
to  know  whether  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  intended  within 
any  specfied  time  to  propose  such  regulations  as  Parliament, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Privy  Council,  required.  The  reply  of 
the  Registrar  to  this  inquiry, enclosing  the  proposed  amended 
regulations,  produced  another  letter  from  the  Privy  Council 
expressing  the  opinion  that  some  regulation  as  to  the  sale 
and  dispensing  of  poisons,  "  such  as  the  State  contemplated," 
were  absolutely  necessary  for  the  public  safety,  as  well  as 
those  for  the  keeping  of  poisons.  (Vide  "  Minutes  of  Council," 
February  1st,  1871.) 

This  letter  has  induced  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  reconsider  the  whole  question,  and  the  decision 
at  which  they  have  arrived  is  that  it  will  be  incumbent  on 
them  to  present  to  the  annual  meeting  in  May  next  for  its 
approval,  regulations  as  to  the  dispensing,  as  well  as  keeping 
of  poisons. 

In  this  decision  the  Council  have  not  been  unmindful  of 
the  objections  which  have  been  raised,  which,  however,  have 
been  directed  more  to  the  imposition  of  any  regulations  at 
all,  than  to  the  impracticability  of  those  particularly  which 
the  Council  propose.  The  language  in  which  the  regulations 
are  couched  is  so  simple  that  it  would  appear  almost  super- 
fluous to  explain  further,  but  the  Council  have  been  struck 
by  the  erroneous  interpretations  which  have  from  time  to  time 
been  given.  Notably,  it  has  been  stated  over  and  over  again, 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  keep  all  poisons  in  one  cup- 
board. The  regulations  do  not  contemplate  anything  of  the 
sort.    A  chemist  may  adopt  the  separate  system  for  one,  or 
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as  many  poisons  as  ho  pleases  ;  he  may  keep  others  on  the 
ordinary  shelves  of  tho  shop,  provided  either  that  the  bottles 
or  vessels  containing  them  l>o  distinguished  by  some  pecu- 
liarity of  shape,  roughened  surface,  or  loather  or  other  cap 
It  is  admitted  that  vory  many,  probably  most,  chemists  in 
Great  Britain,  alroady  adopt  them  in  some  or  all  of  their 
forma.  So  far,  their  importance  and  value  arc  admitted. 
It  appears  to  the  Council  one  of  the  strongest  arguments  in 
their  favour,  that  so  many  actually  feel  it  to  bo  a  duly  as 
well  as  a  necessity  to  adopt  them.  Some  of  the  objections 
raised  are  such  as  the  Council  find  it  difficult  to  take  cogni- 
zance of;  but  with  reference  to  the  obligations  which  the 
regulations  would  impose,  they  venture  to  say  that  no  vexa- 
tious proceedings  will  be  adopted  to  inquire  into  their 
observance.  They  believe  some  practical  advantages  will 
follow  the  adoption  of  them,  in  the  lessening  of  anxiety  in 
the  conduct  of  so  responsible  a  business,  and  in  the  probable 
mitigation  of  penalties  in  case  of  accidents.  They  think  it 
not  unreasonable  that  in  private  and  public  dispensaries  the 
same  regulations  as  to  the  keeping  and  dispensing  of  poisons 
should  be  enforced,  but  the  necessity  of  their  observance  by 
chemists  is  notaiFected  thereby,  whilst  it  is  well  known  that 
the  great  bulk  of  poisonous  drugs  is  deposited  with,  and  is 
used  by,  the  chemist.  The  Council  are  not  without  sym- 
pathy with  those  who  feel  objections  to  the  imposition  of 
any  restrictions,  however  slight,  in  the  conduct  of  any  por- 
tion of  their  business ;  but,  for  the  reasons  before  stated, 
they  believe  that  the  concessions  which  chemists  are  now 
asked  to  make  are  such  as  it  would  be  wise  and  prudent  for 
them  to  yield,  whilst  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  regulations  now  framed  will  fully  satisfy  the  require- 
ments of  the  Legislature. 


In  consequence  of  the  evident  objection  on  the  part  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  to  submit  the  question  to  the  whole 
trade,  the  proprietors  of  the  Chemist  and  Druggist 
issued  a  circular  (of  which  the  following  is  a  copy)  to  every 
registered  chemist  and  druggist,  including  the  pharmaceu- 
tical chemists.  The  result  obtained  will  be  reported  in  our 
next  issue. 

"  Chemist  and  Druggist  Office, 

"  Colonial-buildings,  Cannon-street, 

"  London,  March,  1871. 

"  To  the  Pharmaceutical  Chemists  and  Registered  Chemists  and 
Druggists  of  Great  Britain. 

"  Gentlemen, — A  proposal  is  now  before  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  which  will  be  accepted  or  rejected  by  vote  of 
the  members  at  the  annual  meeting  in  May  next,  and  to 
some  circumstances  connected  with  this  we  think  it  desir- 
able to  direct  your  attention.  A  majority  of  the  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  favours  the  enactment  of  certain 
'  Poisons  Regulations,'  the  observance  of  which  shall  be  com- 
pulsory on  every  person  carrying  on  the  business  of  a 
chemist  and  druggist.  Below  we  print  the  scheme  of  regu- 
lations which  has  been  published  as  the  one  approved  of  by 
the  Council;  and  we  have  also,  as  briefly  as  possible,  sum- 
marized the  arguments,  for  and  against  the  adoption  of  a 
compulsory  code,  which  have  been  most  prominently  put 
forward.  It  is  not  our  intention,  in  this  place,  to  advocate 
the  views  of  either  side ;  wo  propose  simply  to  place  the 
question  before  every  registered  chemist  and  druggist,  and, 
if  possible,  to  elicit  his  unbiassed  opinion,  and,  finally,  to 
publish  the  result.  We  maintain,  and  in  our  columns  have 
urged,  that  this  course  should  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Council :  it  has  not,  however,  commended  itself  to  their 
judg  ment,  and,  therefore,  unless  undertaken  independently, 
and  by  non-official  means,  the  result  may  be  that  some 
thousands  of  respectable  tradesmen  will  find  themselves 
legislated  for  in  a  manner  which  may  prove  extremely  irk- 
some, and  possibly  injurious  to  their  business,  not  only 
without  their  consent,  not  only  without  consulting  them, 
but  without  even  the  bare  courtesy  of  informing  them  that 
such  a.  plan  was  in  contemplation. 

"  "We  say  that  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
by  its  action  in  this  matter,  has  shown  itself  unwerthy  to 
occupy  the  position  which  has  been  delegated  to  it,  because 


unable  to  appreciate  the  broad  view  of  the  responsibilities 
and  duties  which  now  belong  to  that  position,  and  which 
could  not  be  attached  to  it  when  the  Council  was  merely 
the  governing  body  of  a  private  society.  Wo  proceed  to 
justify  our  assertion. 

"  The  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  was  a  compromise.  Bills  had 
been  drafted  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  by  the 
United  Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists,  neither  of  which 
was  successful,  in  consequence  of  the  disunion  which  was 
manifested.  Conferences  between  the  leaders  of  both  parties 
ensued,  mutual  concessions  were  made,  and  the  Pharmacy 
Act  of  1868  was  the  result.  This  Act  in  its  first  clause 
requires  all  chemists  and  druggists  to  '  conform  to  such 
regulations  as  to  the  keeping,  dispensing,  and  selling  of 
poisons,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  prescribed  by  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  with  the  consent  of  the  Privy  Council.' 
Legally,  therefore,  the  Council  is  right.  It  is  not  called 
upon  to  ask  the  opinion  of  any  of  the  10,000  outtide  members 
of  the  trade  with  whose  concerns  it  proposes  to  interfere ; 
and  it  does  not  think  well  to  give  consideration  to  the  wishes 
or  suggestions  of  these  10,000  who  have  not  seen  fit  to  link 
themselves  with  the  Society.  But  when  it  is  remembered 
how  generously  the  trade  gave  its  confidence  to  the  Council, 
believing  it  to  be  expedient  that  in  such  a  body  should 
nominally  rest  the  transaction  of  communications  with  the 
Privy  Council ;  and  when  we  call  to  mind  the  candour  and 
courtesy  which  characterized  the  behaviour  of  the  prede- 
cessors of  this  Council  at  the  time  the  terms  were  agreed 
upon;  and  when,  above  all,  we  consider  how  excellent  an 
opportunity  is  now  being  lost  of  strengthening  the  good 
feeling  which  has  arisen  between  the  various  classes  of  the 
trade,  we  cannot  but  express  our  regret  that  the  occasion 
should  have  been  made  use  of  rather  for  the  purpose  of 
arousing  old  jealousies  than  of  improving  new  and  more 
pleasant  relationships.  The  registered  chemists  and  drug- 
gists of  Great  Britain  number  nearly  13,000,  and  of  these 
less  than  one-fourth  are  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  will  have  power  to  vote  on  the  question.  Of 
this  very  small  minority  it  is  probable  that  not  one-tenth 
will  actually  exercise  the  power,  and  consequently  the  great 
body  of  almost  four-fifths  of  the  chemists  and  druggists  of 
this  kingdom  are  practically  at  the  mercy  of  the  mere 
fortieth  part  of  the  whole — that  is  to  say,  nearly  10,000 
chemists  and  druggists  are  to  be  interfered  with  at  the  will 
of  two  or  three  hundred. 

"  Once  more  we  repeat  that  this  is  a  question  which,  m 
courtesy  and  in  prudence,  should  have  been  fairly  submitted 
to  every  chemist  on  the  register.  The  occasion  will  perhaps 
never  occur  again,  and  yet  advantage  has  been  taken  of  it 
to  exhibit  the  spirit  we  have  described.  The  Council  has 
lately  issued  a  circular  to  the  one-fifth  of  the  trade  pre- 
viously mentioned,  in  which  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
regulations  are  set  forth.  But,  although  equally  interested, 
the  remaining  four-fifths  are  studiously  ignored.  We, 
therefore,  who  have  for  many  years  been  entrusted  with  so- 
much  of  the  confidence  of  the  chemists  and  druggists  of 
Great  Britain,  have  resolved  to  ascertain  their  exact  opinion 
on  this  matter. 

'*  We  address  ourselves  to  pharmaceutical  chemists,  as 
well  as  to  those  who  have  not  joined  the  Society.  We  trust 
that  a  large  number  of  the  former  are  actuated  by  broad 
and  liberal  motives,  and  that  they  will  exercise  their  in- 
fluence to  infuse  more  of  that  spirit  into  the  Council  at  the 
forthcoming  election.  But,  apart  from  this,  we  ask  every  reci- 
pient of  this  circular,  even  if  he  should  not  agree  with  the 
necessity  of  it,  to  do  us,  at  least,  the  favour  of  filling  up  and 
returning  the  enclosed  form.  If  he  wishes  to  be  neutral  on 
the  subjeot,  he  will  still,  we  hope,  return  the  paper,  stating 
the  same.  From  past  experience,  we  know  that  the  great  ma- 
jority will  willingly  reply ;  and  we  need  hardly  add  that  the 
announcement  of  the  numbers  of  votes  taken  from  the 
analysis  of  this  canvass,  whieh  we  intend  to  publish  iu  our 
April  issne,  must  carry  great  weight  "with  those  who  will 
vote  at  the  annual  meeting. 

'*  We  hope  you  will  reply  to  this  by  return,  but  please  do 
not  delay  your  answer  longer  llian  one  week  at  the  utmost. 

"  We  remain,  Gentlemen, 

"  Your  obedient  servants, 
"The  Proprietors  of  the  Chemist  and  Druggist." 
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The  following  are  the  regulations  referred  to  : — 

"  PEOPOSED  REGULATIONS  AS  TO  THE  KEEPING  AND 
DISPENSING  OF  POISONS. 

"  L  In  the  keeping  of  poisons,  each  bottle,  vessel,  box,  or 
package  containing  a  poison  shall  be  labelled  with  the  name 
of  the  article,  and  also  with  some  distinctive  mark  indica- 
ting that  it  is  poisoa. 

"  2.  Also  in  the  keeping  of  poisons,  each  poison  shall  be 
kept  on  one  or  other  of  the  following  systems,  viz  : — 

"  (a)  la  a  bottle  or  vessel  tied  over,  capped,  locked,  or 
otherwise  secured  in  a  manner  different  from  that  in 
which  bottles  or  vessels  containing  ordinary  articles 
are  secured  in  the  same  warehouse,  shop,  or  dispensary; 
or 

"  (6)  In  a  bottle  or  vessel  readily  distinguishable  by  touch 
from  the  bottles  or  vessels  in  whioh  ordinary  articles 
are  kept  in  the  same  warehouse,  shop,  or  dispensary;  or 

"  (c)  In  a  bottle,  vessel,  box,  or  package,  kept  in  a  room 
or  cupboard  set  apart  for  dangerous  articles. 

"3.  All  liniments,  embrocations,  and  lotions  containing 
poison  shall  be  sent  out  in  bottles  readily  distinguishable  by 
touch  from  ordinary  medicine  bottles,  and  there  shall  also 
be  affixed  to  each  such  bottle  (in  addition  to  the  name  of  the 
article,  and  to  any  particular  instructions  for  its  use)  a  label 
giving  notice  that  the  contents  of  the  bottle  are  not  to  be 
taken  internally. 

"For  the  adoption  of  these  regulations  the  Council  argues 
that  there  was  a  tacit  understanding  between  the  Council 
and  the  Government  that  some  such  code  should  be  esta- 
blished ;  they  refer  to  letters  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Privy  Council,  in  which  regulations  'such  as  the  statute  con- 
templated' are  mentioned  ;  and  it  is  implied  that,  if  not  done 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  more  rigorous  measures 
will  be  insisted  upon  by  the  Government.  They  alludeito 
certain  opinions  expressed  in  medical  and  other  organs,  with 
the  object  of  showing  that  the  regulations  are  desired  by 
the  profession  and  public ;  and,  finally,  they  point  to  the 
fact  that  'very  many,  probably  most,  chemists  in  Great 
Britain  already  adopt  them  in  some  or  all  of  their  forms,' 
thus  admitting  their  importance  and  value.  The  Council 
concludes  its  circular  by  expressing  *  sympathy  with  those 
who  feel  objections  to  the  imposition  of  any  restrictions, 
however  slight,  on  the  conduct  of  any  portion  of  their  busi- 
ness; but,  for  the  reasons  before  stated,  it  believes  that  the 
concessions  which  chemists  are  now  asked  to  make  are  such 
as  it  would  be  wise  and  prudent  for  them  to  yield,  whilst 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  regulations  now 
framed  will  fully  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Legis- 
lature.' 

"  The  opponents  of  the  scheme  are  certain  members  of  the 
Council  and  many  influential  pharmacists,  both  in  London 
and  the  provinces.  Majorities  have  been  recorded  against 
the  regulations  in  most  of  the  provincial  associations  of 
chemists  and  druggists.  The  main  arguments  against  the 
adoption  of  them  are — First,  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  having 
been  intended  chiefly  as  a  means  of  educational  advancement, 
it  is  most  inopportune  to  connect  with  it  now  merely 
arbitrary  rules  as  a  precaution  against  accidental  poisoning, 
when  a  higher  educational  status  should  be  regarded  as  the 
best  safeguard.  Secondly,  the  fact  that  surgeons  and  others 
who  dispense  medicines  will  not  be  s  ibject  to  these  regula- 
tions or  restrictions,  may  lead  to  con  usion,  and  is  at  least 
a  reason  for  resisting  them.  Thirdly,  that  it  being  im- 
possible to  devise  any  scheme  which  shall  not  be  very 
imperftct,  therefore,  it  is  best  to  let  each  pharmacist  form 
his  own  conclusions,  and  follow  the  system  which  he  shall 
deem  safest ;  the  fact  that  so  large  a  proportion  of  chemists 
actually  employ  in  dispensing  regulations  even  more 
stringent  than  those  now  suggested  being  considered  an 
argument  that  they  should,  npfs  now  be  molested  by  legis- 
lative interference,  which  must  necessarily  be  obnoxious, 
they,  least  of  all,  expecting  that  the  infliction  of  this  annoy- 
ance would  be  supported  by  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.  Finally,  that  if  legislative  interference  in 
this  matter  is  submitted  to,  it  should  be  on  a  basis  which 
should  comprehend  every  d'spenser,  and  not  let  the  shop- 
keeping  medical  man  escape  from  its  requirements.  This 
they  affirm  is  the  form  the  law  is  sure  to  take  should  the 
House  of  Commons  really  entertain  a  determination  to 
enforce  Poisons  Regulations." 


N.B. — Tou  are  requested  to  read  the  above,  and  having 
formed  your  conclusions  on  the  subject,  to  fill  up  the 
stamped-directed  form  below,  detach  and  fold  it,  and 
post  it  with  the  least  possible  delay.  Should  you 
think  proper  to  favour  us  with  any  communication  on 
this  or  any  other  trade  subject  at  the  samo  time,  we 
shall  ba  pleased  to  be  honoured  with  your  remarks. 
But  you  will  kindly  remember  that  the  addition  of 
matter  in  the  nature  of  a  letter  will  invalidate  the 
halfpenny  stamp  now  affixed. 

NON-OFFICIAL  VOTING  PAPER, 

Respecting  the  Poisons  Regulations  proposed  by  the 

COUNCIL  OP  THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY. 

You  will  greatly  oblige  by  filling  up  this  form  exactly  as 
the  diagram  explains,  and  if  you  wish  to  add  anything 
more,  or  to  include  any  enclosure,  please  seud  both  in  an 
envelope  by  letter  post. 


For  toe  Poisons 
Regulations. 

Neutral. 

Against  the  Poisons 

ItEGULATIOHS. 

Please  insert  your  initials  in  the  square  above,  as  you 
desire  your  vote  to  be  recorded,  and  kindly  oblige  us  with 
the  following  particulars. 


Name  in  fall  of  the  Voter 
Address 


PRESCRIPTIONS  FOR  PROVINCIAL  ASSOCIATIONS. 

BY  JOSEPH  INCE. 


HE  following  communications  have  been  received  from 
a  chemist's  assistant : — 


I. 

"  Boitzenburg-on-the-Elbe,  North  Germany, 

"  Dec.  16,  1870. 
"  Dear  Sir, — Being  a  ^foreigner,  perhaps  you  will  find  it 
somewhat  strange  that  I  take  the  liberty  of  writing  a  letter 
"to  you,  but  having  been  for  some  time  in  England,  and 
taken  an  interest  in  all  proceedings  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me,  especially  as  it  concerns 
a  subject  which,  as  I  believe,  has  some  interest  for  yon. 

"  It  was  only  a  few  days  back  that  I  read  your  remarks  in 
the  May  and  October  numbers  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal 
on  autograph  prescriptions.  I  should  be  able,  and  should 
feel  very  happy  to  do  so,  to  supply  you  with  A  number  of 
specimens  representing  the  general  practice  of  Boitzenburg, 
a  small  North  German  town. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Tour  obedient  servant, 

"H.  Folker" 

II. 

"  Boitzenburg-on-the-Elbe,  North  Germany, 

"  Feb.  26,  187 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  announce  you  the  receipt  o  your 
letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  and  send  a  number  of  prescriptions  as 
promised.  The  chemist's  charges  are  put  down  on  every 
prescription,  according  to  the  Government  regulations.  The 
prices  are  understood  in  shelliugs,  Mecklenburg  money: 
16shellings=:  Is.  English  =  10  silbergroschen  Prussian  money. 
In  case  you  wanted  some  more  prescriptions,  I  should  be 
able  to  collect  another  number  of  them  in  a  few  months' 
time,  as  I  remove  from  here,  and  get  into  a  first-class 
business  at  Dresden,  where  I  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
picking  up  prescriptions  of  somewhat  more  varied  character, 
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and  writ  ton  by  medical  men  of  high  standing.  If  I  have 
contributed  a  trifle  towards  completing  your  most  useful 
collections,  I  shall  feel  very  happy. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 
"  H.  Folkhr." 

Tho  result  is,  that  I  am  able  to  offer  ten  North  German 
prescriptions  to  each  Association  on  my  list,  the  same 
number  being  reserved  for  London.  M.  Folker  has  ray 
heartiest  good  wishes  for  his  success  in  Dresden. 

During  tho  past  month  these  collections  have  been 
forwarded: — 

1.  Henry  Groves,  15,  Via  Borgognissanti,  Florence. 
Chiefly  Italian. 

2.  Eliaa  Bremridge. 

3.  Augustus  Bird,  Examiner. 

4.  W.  W.  Stoddart,  President  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference. 

5.  John  Balmer. 

6.  H.  H.  Taylor. 

7.  James  Bates,  Wellington. 

8.  Mr.  Barnitt. 

9.  H.  Folker,  Boitzenburg-on-the-Elbe. 

10.  Mr.  Hodgson,  Stockton-on-Tees.  Old  recipes,  per 
favour  of  T.  H.  Hills. 

He  ha3  also  contributed  some  labels  collected  in  1828, 
such  as — 


P.  SUIAPII.  OPT. 


T.    QUAIAC.  V. 


LIU.   SAPO.  CO. 


NITEUS  TRUC. 


SOL.  SODJEB.  ORAS. 


It  is  hardly  possible  amongst  so  many  donations  not  to 
receive  many  curious  specimens.  A  few  of  these  are  sub- 
joined, but  their  name  is  legion : — 

I. 

GOUT 

"  was  relieved  for  a  time  by  the  mind  being  strongly  inte- 
rested, and  the  active  passions  highly  excited,  in  the  case  of 
Sir  John  Harmau  Campbell's  '  Lives  of  the  British  Admirals,' 
Vol.  II.  Another  instance,  related  by  Dr.  Gregory,  of  a  gentle- 
man who  was  relieved  by  playing  at  chess  :  ('  Lect.  on  the 
Theory') — The  Count  de  Chavagnac,  then  a  general  in  the 
Imperial  army,  was  laid  up  in  bed  with  a  fit  of  the  gout,  when 
an  alarm  was  raised  of  the  march  of  Marechal  de  Turenne 
to  surprize  their  quarters.  Though  he  was  not  able  before  to 
move  either  hand  or  foot,  the  fear  of  falling  into  the  hands 
of  his  countrymen  the  French  wrought  a  kind  of  miracle 
upon  him,  for  he  got  out  of  his  bed,  dressed  himself,  and  got 

into  his  carriage  without  help,  and  got  into  a  safe  retreat.  

Vide  •  Mem.  de  Chavagnac,'  p.  332.  Vide  Pechlin,  *  Obs. 
Pbys.  Med.,'  Hamb.,  1692,  p.  453—466." 


ii.  (1808.) 

VEGETO-MINERAL  WATER. 

"  p.  aq.  comm.  distill,  lb.  ij.,  extract  saturni,  gutt.  100, 
sp.  vin.  gall,  coch.,  4  thoeens.  M.  It  may  be  made  also  tvith 
aq.  rosar.  flor.  sambuc. ;  and  then  it  is  a  proper  wash  or 
gargle  for  the  eyes  and  throat." 

LOTION  FOR  THE  GUMS. 

"  Take  sal.  nitr.  pulv.  flor.  sulph.  55  £j.  M.,  in  a  pint  of 
aq.  font.,  and  just  let  it  boyl  up,  then  add  of  honey  or 
treacle  Jij. ;  then  cover  it,  and  stir  it  as  it  cools.  Wash  your 
mouth  often,  and  if  the  teeth  should  be  loose  dissolve  gr.  xv. 
alum  rock  in  lb.  ss.  of  the  above." 

nx. 

THE  SAMARITAN  BPARADRAP. 

"  p.  ol.  rosar.  lb.  y.,  plumb,  sul.  pul.  lb.  jss.,  sacc. 
plantag.  3'iv.,  boyl  slowly  in  a  pipkin  for  half  an  hour, 
stirring  it;  then  add  cesuss.  pul.  Jij-.  and  in  half  an  hour 
more  cesa  flav.  Jij.;  continue  boyling  to  the  consistence 
of  a  cesate  or  plaster.  On  taking  it  off  ye  fire  half  an  oz. 
of  Bals.  Gilead  is  to  be  added." 

IV. 

THE  GRECIAN  BPARADRAP. 

"Take  of  the  juice  of  black  turnip  or  Spanish  radish  Jij., 
ol.  rosar.  lb.  ij.,  plumb,  rub.  pul.  lb.  j.;  simmer  them 
together  in  a  glazed  pipkin  over  a  slow  fire,  continually 
stirring;  then  add  cer.  flav.  Thuris  55  3j.,  and  continue 
boyling  gently  to  a  proper  consistence,  then  take  it  off  the 
fire,  and  stir  in  of  cloves  and  nutmegs  in  fine  powder  55  $j.r 
camphor  §ss.,  cum  sacch.  triturat.  M." 

v. 

LINIMENTUM  ANODTN. — ST.  MAUR. 

"  Take  any  quantity  of  the  fat  of  the  most  rusty  bacon, 
let  it  be  melted  in  a  frying  pan,  and  kept  burning  as  it  were 
for  about  half  an  hour  over  a  slow  fire ;  then  strain  it  through 
a  hair  sieve  into  a  pan  of  water,  and  stir  them  together. 
When  cold,  put  the  fat  into  a  pipkin  over  the  fire,  and  let  it 
remain  till  the  water  is  entirely  evaporated,  which  may  be 
known  when  the  fume  or  steam  begins  to  arise.  Before  it 
is  cold,  add  to  every  pound  Bals.  Gilead  Jss.  M." 

CERAT. — ST.  MAUR. 

"  p.  Liniment  ut  supra  lb.  ss.,  cerse  flav.  Jij.,  Bal.  Gilead, 
Jss.    Melt  them  together  over  a  slow  fire." 

VI. 

TINCT.  CANTHARID. — DR.  MEAD. 

"p.  Pol  Bhei.,  5j. ;  Gum  Guaiac,  5ss. ;  Shell  Lac,  5j.; 
Cantharid.  pul.,  3ij.;  Coccinell.,  5SS.;  Sp.  Vin.,  lb.  yss. ; 
Stent  in  Infus.  tepid.  $  24  horas,  dein  cola  cap.  gutt.  xxx. 
bis  in  die  in  cyatho  Aq.  fontan." 

vn.  (1753.) 

AQ.  MIRABILIS. 

'*  p.  Caryoph.  Galangal 
Cort.  Cinnam. 
Piper  Jamaicens. 
Cardamom. 
N.  Mosch. 
Zinziber,  55  Jiss. 
Cort.  Limon,  $vj. 
Fol.  Melissse  Virid.,  3  lb. 
Spr.  Coinmun.  Cong.,  vj." 

VIII. 

TINCT.  CORT. — HUXHAM. 

*'  p.  Cort.  Peruv.  pul.,  Jij. 
Cort.  Aurant.,  5J88, 
Rad.  Serp.  Virg.,  5iy. 
Croc.  Angl.  5iv. 
Coccinell.,  5ij. 
Spr.  Vin.  Gall.,  Jxx. 
F.  Iufus.  claus.  $  dies  aliquot  ut  fiat  TinctuK." 
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IX. 

TINCT.  NEBVOS.  VEL  EFILEPT. —  DB.  COMBE. 

"  Jfc.  Asoe  foetid.,  Jj. 
Fuligin,  |j. 

Test,  ostrear.  calcin-,  Jss. 
Spr.  Vin.  Gallic,  Jxij- 
F.  Infus.  clausa  $  dies  tros." 
x. 

DB.  HANS  SLOANS. 

"R.  Lap.  Tutiae  ^  *j. 

Lap.  Haemat.,  $  5y. 
Aloes,  $  gr.  xij. 
Margaritar,  y?  gr.  iv. 
01.  Viperar,  =j.  M." 
(P.  means  here  Pneparat.) 

XI. 

PDLVIS  BASILICU3. 

"R.  Diagrid. 

Ceruss.  Antiuion. 
Crem.  Tartar. 

Calomel,  55  p.  ce.  m.  f.  pul." 

DR  MEAD'S  RECIPE  FOB  THE  BITE  OF  A  MAD  DOG. 

"Let  the  patient  be  blooded  at  the  arm  nine  or  ten  ounces. 
Take  of  the  herb  called  in  Latin,  Lichen  Cinereus  Terrestris — 
in  English,  ash-coloured  ground  liverwort — cleaned,  dvied, 
and  powdered,  half  an  oz.,  of  black  pepper,  powdered,  two 
drachms.  Mix  these  well  together,  and  divide  the  powder 
into  four  doses,  one  of  which  must  be  taken  every  morning, 
fasting  for  four  mornings  successively,  in  half  a,  pint  of  cow's 
milk,  warm.  After  these  four  doses  are  taken,  the  patient 
must  go  into  the  cold  bath  every  morning,  fasting  for  a 
month.  After  this,  he  must  go  in  three  times  a  week,  for  a 
fortnight  longer.    He  must  plunge  in  at  once." 

Little  need  it  be  remarked  that  such  recipes  find  no  place 
in  our  collections  ;  stiil  they  belong  to  the  literature  of  the 
subject,  and  are  therefore  quoted  here. 

There  are  some  who  say  with  regard  to  arrangement 
of  prescriptions,  that  the  Provinces,  like  Gallio,  care  for 
none  of  these  things.  I  answer,  there  is  overwhelming 
evidence  to  the  contrary;  but  were  the  fact  so,  it  is  our 
duty  to  go  out  in  a  missionary  spirit,  and  endeavour  to  turn 
them  from  the  error  of  their  ways.  Others  allege  that  dis- 
pensing and  acquaintance  with  autograph  formulae  is  of 
secondary  importance  to  the  Country.  The  London  mem- 
bers of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  know 
personally  that  an  inspection  of  the  admirably- appointed 
pharmacies  scattered  over  England  is  alone  requisite  to 
upset  the  statement. 

The  Book  of  Prescriptions  for  Nottingham  is  finished, 
and  has  been  dispatched.  Thus,  slowly  but  continuously, 
the  work  advances.  Norwich  and  Hull  will  next  receive 
attention  ;  and  there  is  hope  that  beft  re  our  annual 
May  gathering  the  task  may  be  completed.  I  ask  per- 
sonally, and  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  for  600  pr.  - 
rcriptions  more.  That  will  be  sufficient.  This  coming 
anniversary  I  anticipate  with  terror,  and  I  have  no  prescrip- 
tion able  to  calm  my  fears;  for  I  dread  leet  it  may  leave 
behind  it  in  its  track  embittered  memories  and  broken 
friendships,  and  thus  add  a  new  poison  worse  than  any  yet 
included  in  the  schedules. 


The  piquant  correspondence  botween  Mr.  Condy,  of  Battersca,  and  the 
Editor  of  The  fractitiontr,  which  was  spoken  of  iu  the  Chimist  and 
pROGoinT  last  month,  has  appeared  in  the  shapo  of  a  pamphlet,  entitled 
"A  Chapter  in  Ciiticism;  Practical  Chemists  and  Therapeutical  Critics." 
Price  6d.    Loudon  :  Hardwicke,  192,  Piccadilly.— [Advt.  ] 

$3T  Our  friends  who  may  defiro  to  bo  represented  in  Paris  now  that 
peace  and  .the  resumption  of  business  is  an  accomplished  fact,  will  doubt- 
less notice  the  advertisement  and  circular  of  Mr.  P.  D.  Orvis  in  the  adver- 
tising pages  of  this  number  of  tho  Chemist  and  Druggist.— [advt.J 
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UNITED  STATES. 

New  York,  Feb.  25,  1871. 

THE  now  Anaesthetic  Hydrate  of  Chloral  has  been  rapidly 
adoptid  here  by  the  medical  profession,  and  also  made 
the  basis  of  several  proprietary  specialities  ;  among  them  I 
notice  one  exiled  "  Chloraline,"  prepared  in  New  York, 
and  also  an  "Elixir  of  Chloral  Hydrate,"  by  a  prominent 
pharmacist  of  San  Francisco,  which  is  extensively  advertised 
to  the  public. 

Dr.  Clarke,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  Harvard 
University,  in  a  letter  just  published,  criticises  the  dis- 
position to  use  this  remedy  without  the  prescription  of  a 
medical  man,  which  is  very  common  here.  He  says,  "The 
hydrate  of  chloral,  commonly  but  incorrectly  called  chloral, 
is  an  excellent  illustiation  of  American  recklessness.  It  is 
scarcely  more  than  eighteen  months  sine  3  attention  was 
called  to  it  by  Liebreich,  of  Berlin^  Physiologists  and  phy- 
sicians have  not  yet  completely  solved  the  problem  of  its 
action  and  value.  But,  notwithstanding  its  novelty,  our 
peop'e,  unwilling  to  wait  fvr  the  verdict  of  physicians  with 
regard  to  it,  and  ignorant  of  the  precautions  necessary  in 
the  use  of  unknown  drugs,  have  been  drinking  it,  in  some 
instances,  like  a  beverage.  The  result  is  what  might  have 
been  anticipated  from  such  careless  experimentation.  Some 
have  been  been  benefited,  some  frightened,  and  somo 
injured  by  it.  A  little  wholesome  alarm  with  regard  to  it 
would  do  the  public  good,  or  at  least  save  the  public  from  a 
certain  amount  of  harm.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  desirable 
that  no  prejudice  should  be  excited  against  it.  The  hydrate 
of  chloral  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  additions  that  has  been 
recently  made  to  the  Materia  Medica.  The  good  which  it  is 
capable  of  doing  may  be  measured  by  the  harm  which  it  can 
also  do.  A  drug  that  can  do  no  harm  can  do  no  good  ;  and  the 
reverse  is  also  true.  As  a  general  rule,  a  drug  which  is 
capable  of  inflicting  an  injury — perhaps  a  fatal  one — on  the 
human  economy,  may  be  given  by  skilful  hands  so  as  to  yield 
a  large  benefit,  perhaps  so  as  to  save  life.  Most  poisons  are 
sanative  agents.  In  proper  doses  and  in  appropriate  cases  the 
hydrate  of  chloral  is  the  best  hypnotic  known.  There  is  no 
danger  attending  its  proper  use.  But  no  unskilled  person 
should  meddle  with  it.  It  is  capable  of  devitalizing  the  blood 
and  of  producing  convulsions  and  death.  Opium,  alcohol, 
and  chloroform,  belladonna,  bromide  of  potash  and  aconite 
can  do  as  much  ;  yet  these  agents  are  constantly  used,  and 
by  them  sutfering  is  alleviated  and  life  prolonged.  When  the 
hydrate  of  chloral  is  properly  administered  it  produces  no 
injury.  I  know  of  no  drug  with  whose  effects  I  have  been 
more  pleased.  Wisely  admnistered  it  will  do  great  good 
and  no  harm  ;  unwisely  administ  ered  it  will  do  great  harm 
and  no  good." 

These  are  timely  observations,  and  coming  as  they  do  from 
an  authoritative  professional  source,  will  do  a  great  deal 
of  good.  The  amount  of  private  dosing  done  by  the  Ameri- 
cans is  wonderful.  That  they  are  the  greatest  swallowers 
of  medicine  per  cap.  of  any  people  docs  not,  I  think,  admit 
of  a  doubt.  The  enormous  consumption  of  opium  and  its 
preparations,  as  well  as  of  all  the  loading  drugs,  bears 
witness  to  the  truth  of  my  assertion.  Every  family  has  its 
little  collection  of  remedies  securely  stored  upon  the  top 
shelves  of  a  cupboard  or  closet.  This  infallibly  comprises  a 
bottle  of  laudanum,  one  of  paregoric,  spirits  of  camphor, 
hartshorn,  etc,  to  which  are  added  several  bottles  of  the 
most  popular  patent  medicines.  By  a  prompt  use  of  these 
and  similar  remedies,  families  avoid  the  frequent  call  for 
the  services  of  a  medical  man,  which  is  apt  to  be  an  expen- 
sive luxury.  So  well  understood  by  the  patent  medicine 
manufacturers  is  this  tendency  to  be  always  '  taking  some- 
thing," that  they  invariably  in  their  printed  directions  pre- 
scribe a  minimum  dose  to  avert  serious  consequences.  It 
is  but  right  that  I  should  say  that  medicines  are  ad- 
ministered by  heads  of  families  in  the  majority  of  cases 
with  an  intelligent  caution  much  to  be  commended.  While 
upon  this  topic  of  the  consumption  of  medicines,  I  will  jot 
down  some  figures  that  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  respect- 
ing the  aggregate  annual  sales  of  the  leading  proprietary 
remedies  current  in  this  country. 
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Of  the  following,  upwards  of  .£10,000  worth  aro  annually 
sold  :  —  Jayne's  Alterative,  Lightning  Fly  Paper,  Trask's 
Ointment,  MLano's  Vermifugo,  FahnoBtock's  Vermifuge, 
Constitution  Water,  Dr.  Thompson's  Eye -Water;  this 
latter,  by  the  way,  has  nevor  been  advertised,  winning 
its  highly-profitable  position  by  merit  and  lapse  of  years 
alone. 

JB20.000  worth  and  upwards  are  sold  each  year  of  the 
following: — Tarrant's  Seltzer  Aperient,  Hall's  Bilsain, 
Hoofland's  Bitters,  M'Lean's  Cordial,  Ayer's  Ague  Cure, 
Osgood's  Cholagogue  (a  fever  and  ague  medicine),  Burnett's 
Cocoaine  (for  the  hair),  Kennedy's  Discovery,  Jayno's  Expec- 
torant, Sanford's  Invigorator,  Derrick's  Pdls,  Seh°nck's 
Mandrake  Pills,  Sozodout  (for  the  teeth),  Townsend's  Saf- 
saparilla,  Sehenck's  Pulmonic  Syrup,  and  Bull's  Sarsaparilla. 

Other  Pills  sell  as  follows:—  Of  Ayer's,  .£40,000;  Brand- 
reth's,  £30,000 ;  Eadway's,  £40,000 ;  Wright's,  £30,000. 

The  "Bitters"  are  immensely  popular,  as  the  following 
figures  show  Of  Drake's  Plantation  Bitters,  £140,000  are 
sold  yearly,  and  of  Hostetter's,  £200,000. 

The  "  Buchu"  of  the  *'  Greatest  American  Advertiser" — 
Helmbold— finds  a  rnarWbt  to  the  value  of  £100,000;  Mrs. 
Winslow's  Soothing  Syrup  to  the  same  amount;  Brown's 
Bronchial  Troches,  £50,000 ;  Hall's  Sicili  an  Hair  Kfn ewer, 
£80,000 ;  of  Ayer's  Cherry  Pectoral  and  Perry  Davis's  Pain 
Killer,  ,£30,000  each  are  marketed.  Mrs.  Allen's  Kestorer 
is  sold  to  a  large  amount,  as  well  as  numerous  others,  the 
statistics  of  which  I  have  not  obtained.  Among  the  European 
Patent  Medicines,  the  best  established  are  Holloway's  Pills 
and  Ointment,  Blancard's  Pills,  and  Boudault's  Pepsine. 
The  annual  sales  for  1870  of  eight  of  the  leading  wholesale 
houses  in  the  patent  medicine  trade  have  been  estimated  as 
follows: — John  Fleming,  of  New  Orleans;  F.  C.  Wells  and 
Co.,  New  York;  Henry  and  Co.,  Burlington,  Vt.  ;  and 
Collins  Brothers,  St.  Louis,  do  a  trade  of  from  .£80,000  to 
£100,000  sterling  each  ;  Johnston,  Holloway,  and  Cowden, 
of  Philadelphia,  and  John  D.  Park,  of  Cincinnati,  aggregate 
sales  of  £120,000  each  ;  George  C.  Goodwin  and  Co.,  Boston, 
£170,000;  and  John  F.  Henry,  New  York,  from  £500,000  to 
£600,000  annually.  These  are  striking  figures,  not  far  pro- 
bably from  the  exact  ones,  and  they  exhibit  most  forcibly  the 
immense  trade  now  being  done  in  this  class  of  preparations 
in  the  United  States. 

All  the  ordinary  and  even  extraordinary  forms  of  adver- 
tising have  been  exploited  by  the  leading  patent  medicine 
operators,  and  what  they  will  do  next  to  keep  the  people  up 
to  the  buying  point  I  am  at  loss  to  imagine.  Newspaper 
advertisements  have  been  carried  to  such  a  pitch  that  any- 
thing less  than  a  column  is  useless,  and  if  a  decided  impres- 
sion is  to  be  produced  it  is  only  an  entire  page  that  will  do 
it.  Counter  bills,  almanacks,  family  recipe  books,  and  all 
the  old  time  machinery  are  voted  slow  and  insignificant. 
The  latest  game  seems  to  be  to  .nnke  one's  self  personally  an 
object  of  interest  to  tho  pul  lie,  which  is  supposed  to  refUct 
a  certain  notoriety  upon  the  productions.  This  is  at  this 
moment  the  magic  wand  of  '•  Bui.hu  Helmbold."  He  does 
not  abandon  ordinary  advertising  precisely — witness  six 
pages  in  the  "Tribune  Almanack"  for  1871,  at  £20  per 
page  -but  he  devotes  a  great  deal  of  mind  to  the  installation 
of  pharmaceutical  temples,  of  which  he  has  now  two  in  New 
York  and  one  in  Philadelphia,  all  too  dazzlingly  gorgeous  to 
admit  of  description.  These  are  his  bids  lor  legitimacy. 
L'ke  most  American  patent  medicine  operators,  he  claims 
that  his  production  "is  not  a  patent  medicine;"  to  quote, 
"  the  proprietor  trusts  that  his  remedies,  from  the  fact  of 
being  advertised,  may  not  be  classed  as  patent  medicines." 
Further  on  he  says,  "publicity  is  calculated  in  different 
minds  to  create  different  impressions,"  and  then  "  many 
frequently  speak  disparagingly  of  an  advertiser,  no  matter 
what  he  does  to  convince  the  afflicted  of  the  genuine  merits 
of  his  preparations"  .  .  .  .  "  the  majority,  however,  wou'd 
state  (this  is  modest)  there  being  merit  in  tho  man,  there 
must  be  merit  in  the  medicine"— logical  conclusion,  cer- 
tainly ;  then  he  goes  on  to  say,  "  Dr.  Helmbold's  drug  store 
is  ccr  amly  the  handsomest  and  best  managed  in  tho  world." 

There  is  but  little  to  add  except  to  mention  that  Helm- 
bold has  the  tallest,  flag-pole  in  our  Broadway-a  street 
especially  devoted  to  fbig-poles,  one  would  think,  by  their 
nu  nber— that  he  weighs  128  pounds,  and  is  five  feet  three  in 
height,  "boots  and  all,"  drives  a  tandem  team  with  gold- 
p  uted  sleigh  bells  on  the  harnoss,  in  number  378,  which  cost 


£200,  and  is  named  as  a  likely  candidate  for  Vice-President 
at  the  next  election  on  a  ticket  with  Frank  Blair  (!)  If  all 
this  does  not  make  "  Buchu  "  Bell,  what  will  ?  In  fad  it  does 

sell. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22nd  inst.  a  disastrous  fire 
destroyed  the  premises  of  one  of  our  leading  wholesale  drug 
houses,  Messrs.  Ward,  Southerland  and  Co.,  in  William- 
street.  The  entire  loss  was  some  £20,000,  of  which  about 
two-thirds  is  covered  by  insurance. 

Tho  latest  thing  in  the  perfumery  way  is  just  out,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  well-known  Phalon — being  a  bouquet 
entitled  "  I  love  you."  These  Hires  de  fanlaisie  are  coming 
more  and  more  into  vogue. 

An  article  in  one  of  yonr  late  issues,  entitled  "  The 
American  Patent  Medicine  Men,"  is  being  copied  by  the 
New  York  City  as  well  as  the  country  newspapers  very 
freely ;  it  appeared  in  the  Sun  of  yesterday  and  in  the 
Commercial  Advertiser  of  the  day  previous. 

A  most  extraordinary  bit  of  legislation  is  in  progress  at 
Albany.  The  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York  (tho 
Lower  House)  have  passed  a  Bill  to  establish  a  Board  for 
Licensing  Chemists'  Clerks,  of  the  provisions  of  which  the 
following  synopsis  will  give  an  idea.  It  provides  for  the 
establishment  of  an  Examining  Board  for  the  examination 
of  and  licensing  clerks  employed  by  chemists  and  druggists 
in  the  city  of  New  York  only. 

It  directs  the  Mayor  to  appoint  within  ninety  days  a  Board 
consisting  of  two  skilled  pharmaceutists,  two  skilled  chemists 
and  druggists,  and  two  regular  physicians  of  the  city  of 
New  York  to  act,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Mayor  and  the 
Common  Council,  as  an  Examining  Boardfor  the  examination 
and  licensing  of  all  persons  now  employed,  or  hereafter  to 
be  employed,  as  clerks  by  any  druggist  or  keeper  of  a  drug 
store  engaged  in  preparing,  putting  up,  and  dispensing 
medicines  in  this  city  ;  and  makes  it  unlawful  for  any  other 
than  dispensing  clerks,  who  shall  be  examined  by  the  Board, 
and  shall  have  received  its  certificate  or  licence,  to  put  up 
prescriptions. 

*'  It  shall  not  be  lawful,"  says  the  Bill,  "for  any  druggist 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  after  the  expiration  of  thirty  days 
after  the  organization  of  the  said  Examining  Board,  to  employ 
any  person  as  clerk  who  has  not  duly  passed  examination 
and  received  a  certificate  as  provided,  and  any  person 
violating  this  provision  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanour, and  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  five  hundred 
dollars  or  imprisonment  for  six  months,  or  both,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Court." 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  county  of  New  York  are 
directed  to  provide  such  compensation  for  the  Examining 
Board  as  they  may  deem  reasonable. 

This  Bill  will  in  all  probability  become  a  law,  and  is 
already  creating  quite  a  flutter  among  our  chemist's  clerks, 
the  qualifications  of  many  of  which  hardly  rise  to  a  pitch 
that  will  enable  them  to  cut  a  creditable  figure  before  an 
Examining  Board. 


NOTES  "EN  VACANCE." 

[The  following  letters  we  have  received  from  a  Pereira 
Medallist  now  travelling  in  France.  The  first  instalment 
should  have  appeared  in  our  last  issue,  but  the  Prussian 
authorities  detained  them,  and  only  let  us  have  them  just 
as  we  had  gone  to  press.] 

Bouloone-sur-Mbr,  Jan.  15. 
Both  at  Charing  Cross  and  at  Folkestone  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  French  traffic  was  paralyzed.  There  were 
three  passengers,  where  there  were  formerly  hundreds. 
Everything — the  weather  included — was  cold,  bleak,  and 
desolate.  But  at  Boulogne  everything  changed.  Certainly 
there  were  fewer  officials  about,  but  there  seemed  no  scarcity 
of  men ;  married  men  are  not  yet  called  out,  and  tlie  fisher 
population  here  marry  earlier  in  life;  thus  Boulogne  has 
suffered  less  than  many  other  towns  in  her  young  men. 
But  there  was  more  life  than  usual,  more  activity  about  this 
semi- English,  sprightly  little  town:  cafe's  full,  and  streets 
crowded  with  Mobiles  and  Mobilises,  drilling,  marching,  and 
counter-marching  going  on  at  all  hours  of  the  day.  And,  to 
my  surprise,  there  seemed  an  inexhaustible  amount  of  hope: 
Chanzy  had  not  been  then  once  beaten;  Faidherbe  was 
resting  on  his  hard-won  laurels  of  Bapaume;  Bourbaki 
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was  advancing  on  the  German  lines  of  communication. 
Very  few  English,  but  a  good  many  Parisians  in  the 
town ;  much  illness,  especially  small-pox.  It  is  curious 
how  extensively  small-pox,  generally  in  a  mild  form,  has 
been  making  its  way  during  the  two  last  years  in  many 
parts  of  France.  Chemists  and  doctors  are  vory  busy  here 
— a  few  of  the  less  soverely  wounded  from  Pont  Noyelles 
and  Bapaume  are  in  private  houses  here ;  one  I  discovered 
in  a  pharmacy,  cutting  up  "racine  de  Guimauve"  or  Althea. 
He  was  recovering  from  a  ball  in  the  foot  received  at  Pont 
Noyelles.  Faidherbe  was  his  hero;  but  the  sailors  seemed 
to  have  fought  like  demons,  unfortunately  too  few  in  numbei1, 
and  badly  supported  by  the  Mobiles.  The  latter  have  rarely 
shown  up  well  in  these  last  times  j  bad  under  fire,  uncertain 
in  their  advance,  they  have  only  come  out  well  when  well 
led,  and  able  to  come  to  the  bayonet  d  Varme  blanche. 

They  were  expecting  2,000  wounded  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days,  and  had  been  making  preparation  for  the  conver- 
sion of  the  etablissemetU  or  Casino  into  a  large  hospital  or 
ambulance :  the  doctors  and  pharmaciens  of  the  town  have 
formed  a  committee  of  management.  And  most  certainly 
the  French  system  of  medical  men  never  prescribing  ope- 
rates favourably  for  the  chemists;  they  acquire  more  dignity 
in  their  profession,  and  from  the  necessarily  large  amount 
of  dispensing  business  are  not  obliged  to  resort  to  the  many 
secondary  sources  of  profit  so  common  in  England.  Accord- 
ing to  the  strict  letter  of  the  law  (obsolete  though  it  be  in 
actual  practice),  they  ought  to  sell  no  medicine,  not  even  a 
poppy-capsule,  unless  by  prescription.  The  actual  state  of 
things  though  is,  that  as  much  counter  prescribing  is  seen 
as  in  England,  especially  among  the  poorer  classes :  colds, 
coughs,  diarrhoea,  bilious  attacks,  all  are  relieved  by  tisanes, 
sirops,  potions  prescribed  and  made  up  by  the  pharmacien. 
Yet  he  is  generally  careful  not  to  give  any  powerful  medicine 
or  to  treat  any  serious  case  himself;  as  there  is  no  jealousy 
between  him  and  the  medical  man,  the  latter  is,  in  such  cases, 
referred  to. 

Abbeville,  Jan.  20. 

Here  we  are  in  full  presence  of  war.  The  place  is  strongly 
fortified,  and  the  ramparts  guarded  night  and  day.  Even 
the  chemists  are  in  the  National  Guard,  and  take  their  turn 
of  duty.  The  Uhlans  are  in  force  round  the  town,  and  no  one 
is  allowed  passage  through  the  gates  without  a  laisser-passer 
signed  by  the  moire. 

One  morning  I  accompanied  the  pharmacien  of  the  ambu- 
lance to  the  avant  postes  in  the  suburbs,  having  taken  the 
precaution  to  put  on  a  "brassard"  with  the  Geneva  cross. 
While  wandering  about,  fourteen  Uhlans  came  within  fire 
of  our  advanced  guards ;  several  of  the  sentinels  fired,  three 
of  the  Germans  discharged  their  carbines,  then  turned  and 
made  off  at  full  gallop :  no  casualty  on  either  side.  This 
has  been,  at  present,  my  nearest  approach  to  real  warfare. 

Lille,  Jan.  25. 

.  This  large  and  important  town  is  just  now  in  a  sad  state 
— the  streets  full  of  soldiers  returned  from  the  battle  of 
St.  Quentin.  Faidherbe,  the  main  hope  of  the  North,  has 
been  utterly  defeated.  It  is  pitiful  to  see  these  poor  sol- 
diers wandering  about  the  town  in  search  of  their  quartiers, 
tired,  many  lame,  covered  with  mud,  with  torn  uniforms 
and  rifles  rusted  with  the  rain ;  especially  the  sailors  seemed 
miserable  and  out  of  place  on  land.  And  yet  they  had 
fought  well— better  than  any  other  of  the  many  soldiers 
collected  under  the  flag  of  the  Republic.  I  visited  one  of 
the  ambulances — a  harrowing  sight.  About  200  beds,  in 
three  large  halls ;  ventilation,  however,  was  defective,  and 
likewise  the  staff  of  surgeons  and  dressers.  The  men  were 
on  straw  mattresses,  at  about  three  feet  apart.  The  present 
scourge  of  the  French  ambulance  is  small-pox,  but  it  had 
not  yet  here  made  its  appearance.  There  was  attached  to 
this  ambulance  a  pharmacien  (ranking  with  an  assistant 
surgeon  in  the  army)  and  two  assistants.  The  treatment 
seemed  to  consist  to  a  great  degree  of  depurative  iisanes 
and  colouring  mixtures. 

Pharmacy  is  in  a  vory  good  position  at  Lille;  all  the 
chemists  have  a  good  share  of  business,  and  there  are  not 
too  many  for  the  size  of  the  town. 

One  of  the  curious  effects  of  the  siege  of  Paris,  and  result- 
ing from  the  great  centralisation  (in  Paris)  that  has  reigned 
m  France  is,  that  there  has  been  lately  a  total  want  of  what 
are  equivalent  to  our  patent  medicines.    Yet  people  seem 


to  get  along  as  well  as  over;  the  chemists  certainly  benefit, 
since,  being  unable  to  obtain  a  favourite  spdcialitd,  the  cus- 
tomer has  something  similar  made  up,  and  he  is  often 
surprised  to  find  suth  good  results  at  one-fourth  the  price. 
In  this  way  this  particular  trade  of  Paris  will  undoubtedly 
suffer. 

In  my  next  letter  I  will  make  some  remarks  on  the  prac- 
tical working  in  Prance  of  that  question  of  the  day  amongst 
ourselves — the  "  Poison  Cupboard." 

Lb  Havre,  Feb.  19. 

This  town  seems  the  head-quarters  of  a  large  French 
corps  d'armde;   the  streets  are  full  of  soldiers,  either  in 
detachments  or  lounging  about  off  duty.    I  visited  the 
Caserne  de  Strasbourg  (very  extensive  barracks),  now  turned 
into  an  ambulance  or  hospital.     The  beds  are  not  too 
crowded,  and  there  is,  for  a  foreign  hospital,  good  ventila- 
tion; but  how  different  from  St.  Bartholomew's.    There  are 
here  a  number  of  Sccurs  de  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  with  the 
wide-extending  white  head-dress  ;  they  seemed  indefa- 
tigable.   Many  cases  of  small-poxat  this  hospital ;  I  confess 
that  this  news  very  much  shortened  my  visit.    There  is  so 
much  also  in  the  town  itself  that  you  now  and  then  see 
cases  in  the  open  streets.    I  saw,  two  days  ago,  a  Mobile 
with  the  pustules  strongly  developed,  asking  his  way  to  the 
hospital.    Iodoform  has  been  used,  in  many  cases  with  great 
success,  against  what  i3  known  here  as  "  Pourriture  des 
hopitaux,"  15  to  20  grains  in  4  oz.  rect.  alcohol,  to  be  diluted 
with  water  to  the  strength  required  for  the  lotion.  A 
remedy  much  used  by  the  French  doctors  for  throat  affec- 
tions, severe  colds,  and  catarrhs,  is  Serine's  Mineral.  But 
it  must  be  the  kind  as  manufactured  in  France,  an  impalpa- 
ble powder,  velvety  in  appearance,  and  of  a  rich  chocolate 
colour.    It  is  an  oxysulphuret  of  antimony,  obtained  by  very 
slow  precipitation,  and  is  a  preparation  requiring  a  great 
deal  of  care  and  patience.    Most  of  the  English  preparations 
are  either  golden  antiui.  oxysulph.  or  powdered  glass  of 
antimony.     Neither  of  these  have   that  fine  dust-like 
character  that  renders  it  so  useful  in  affections  of  the  throat. 
It  may  be  used  suspended  in  syrup  or  mucilage.  Fol. 
Saponariffi  and  Cort.  Ulmi  are  used  here  beneficially  as 
demulcents.    Codeia  has  been  in  Franoe  lately  often  pre- 
ferred to  morphia ;  it  gives  the  sleeping  effects  of  the  latter 
without  the  dreams  that  so  often  attend  its  use.  Codeia 
and  morphia  can  be  used  in  the  same  doses. 

Caen,  Feb.  28. 

This  is  a  busy  centre  of  industry.  I  think  the  trade  that 
the  chemists  do  is  better  (although  the  prices  are  not  so 
high)  than  in  more  aristocratic  towns,  as  Abbeville,  in 
Picardy,  and  Bayeux,  not  far  from  here,  where  there  are 
residing  a  large  number  of  the  old  Norman  families. 
Here,  as  in  all  towns  of  France,  are  many  wounded ;  here, 
likewise,  a  great  deal  of  small-pox.  There  is  here  what  is 
called  the  vdrole  noire,  in  which  the  patient  dies  within  two 
days,  his  body  turning  black  in  parts  before  death.  A 
doctor  of  the  town  thinks  it  is  the  plague  of  the  middle 
ages ;  a  very  similar  disease  seems  to  have  broken  out  in 
Paris.  Now,  a3  in  former  ages,  pestilence  will  follow  in 
the  foot-prints  of  war  and  famine.  Typhus,  as  they  call  it 
here,  has  already  produced  severe  ravages  among  the 
homed  cattle  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  as  Normandy  is 
pre-eminently  a  grazing  country,  the  greatest  danger  is 
apprehended;  the  accounts  from  these  districts  say,  more- 
over, that  this  disease  is  infectious  to  human  beings. 

With  regard  to  the  question  that  has  made  so  much  noise 
;  of  late  in  England,  viz.,  the  storage  of  poisons,  the  law  here 
I  is  very  strict  to  tlieory,  saying  that  the  chemist  is  to  keep 
his  poisons  in  a  poison-cupboard,  locked,  and  that  he  is 
always  to  keep  the  key  about  his  person.  In  practice,  how- 
ever, like  many  other  extra  strict  laws,  this  has  passed  into 
partial  disuse.  The  actual  state  of  things  is,  that  all  phar- 
maciens  have  a  poison  cupboard,  large  or  small,  and  that 
each  puts  in  it  his  own  selection  of  what  he  considers  poi- 
sons. One  man  included  calomel,  another  quinine  and 
santonine,  a  third  excluded  morphia  and  01.  Amyg.  Ess. 

The  best  arrangement  I  have  noticed  was  in  a  town  in 
Normandy,  where  the  pharmacie  was  octagonal  in  shape, 
leaving  five  of  the  sides  arranged  for  bottles  and  jars;  the 
whole  of  one  side  or  division  was  enclosed  with  a  plate-glass 
door,  and  seived  as  the  poison  cupboard.    The  fittirjgs,  in 
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oak,  comprised  about  six  rows  of  shelves,  beginning  about 
the  height  of  tho  dispensing  counter  and  ending  two  or 
three  feet  short  of  the  coiling;  each  side  or  division  might 
have  had  a  width  of  four  feet.  In  this  division,  kept  locked, 
but  in  full  viow,  was,  on  tho  first  shelf,  a  row  of  jars  con- 
taining the  powerful  extracts,  abovo  a  row  of  the  poisonous 
tinctures,  then  the  other  preparations,  above  these  several 
powders  (I  noticed  pulv.  opii.  and  pulv.  ergota),  and  then 
the  chemicals  (as  mercurials)  and  the  alkaloids,  the  whole 
of  which  were  here,  from  strychnia  to  quinia  and  their  salts. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  main  objects  to  bo  obtained  by 
legislating  on  this  subject  (viz.,  to  inspire  the  public  with 
confidence,  and  to  necessitate  an  oxtra  amount  of  care  on 
the  part  of  the  dispenser)  are  here  gained  without  destroy- 
ing the  free  action  of  tho  chemist,  binding  him  down  to  any 
fixed  set  of  rules,  or  preventing  him  from  having  complete 
liberty  in  the  arrangement  and  selection  of  what  ho  con- 
siders poisons.  This  plan  would  prevent  dangerous  substi- 
tutions* from  errors  in  bottles,  and  the  fact  of  opening  the 
glass  door  would  act  as  a  silent  caution  to  the  assistant  to 
be  more  than  usually  careful  and  watchful.  In  this  case,  it 
adds  very  materially  to  the  beauty  of  the  shop.  I  have 
often  wondered  that  the  elegance  of  oaken  fittings  has  been 
so  seldom  acknowledged  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

There  is  a  very  interesting  manufactory  of  extracts  in 
vacuo  at  Caen  belonging  to  Mr.  Beijot,  jun.  These  extracts 
are  evaporated  in  vacuo  to  siccity ;  they  are  hard  and  dry, 
but  forming  a  spongy,  light  mass ;  they  are  very  hygro- 
scopic and  dissolve  readily,  forming  a  clear  solution,  and 
the  low  temperature  at  which  the  final  evaporation  takes 
place  enables  them  to  retain  all  their  peculiar  odour,  etc. 
On  this  same  principle,  viz.,  the  evaporation  in  vacuo,  have 
been  erected  the  public  lavoirs  or  wash-houses  of  Caen  at 
an  expense  of  over  £30,000.  This  building  contains  six 
small  vats  in  cast-iron  capable  of  each  containing  6  cwts. 
of  linen.  From  these  the  air  is  drawn,  and  the  cleansing 
process  goes  on  at  a  lower  temperature  and  with  a  weaker 
solution  of  soda  than  usual.  Each  vat  (or  copper)  of  cast- 
iron  has  a  cover,  also  of  cast-iron,  which  fits  on  a  gutta- 
percha band,  and  is  heated  by  means  of  a  copper  coil  at  its 
bottom.  When  the  linep  is  packed  in  this  vat  or  copper 
the  lid  is  adjusted,  a  partial  vacuum  is  produced,  and  the 
pores  of  the  fabrics  thus  opened,  the  entire  saponification  of 
grease-stains  is  effected  without  rubbing  or  strong  alkalies. 
Ebullition  takes  place  generally  about  40°  Centigrade  (104° 
Fahr.).  Ia  another  part  of  the  building  the  linen  remains 
for  five  minutes  in  a  rotary  hollow  cylinder  in  a  mixture  of 
soap  and  water. 

To  judge  of  the  saving  in  expense,  it  pays  this  establish- 
ment to  wash  shirts  for  Id.  (Id.  extra  if  ironed  and  finished), 
and  in  very  large  quantities  at  id.  each. 

Rouen,  March  3. 

The  chemists'  businesses  have  not  suffered  much  in  Rouen. 
The  stocks  were  very  large  at  the  time  of  the  investment  of 
Paris,  and  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  small-pox,  typhus, 
etc.  The  German  ambulances  and  military  stores  have  been 
all  very  effectively  supplied  from  Germany ;  another  case  in 
which  the  German  organization  has  shown  itself  so  admi- 
rable, and  in  which  the  French  intendance  militaire  has  so 
completely  broken  down.  A  few  things,  as  a  magnetic 
apparatus,  etc.,  have  been  requisitioned  from  a  druggist's. 
He  received  a  bon,  payable  by  the  town  after  the  war.  One 
of  the  principal  druggists  has  put  up  "  Apotheke  erster 
klasse."  This  brings  him  many  Germans,  but  will  lose  him 
some  of  his  French  customers.  The  German  soldiers  seem 
to  have  plenty  of  money.  They  often  ask  for  musk  in 
powder  at  a  very  low  price  as  an  insectifuge.  Copaiba  and 
such  medicines  are  little  asked  for,  the  larger  number  of 
these  men  being  married. 

The  streets  and  cafes  are  filled  with  Prussian  officers  and 
.men,  all  apparently  in  good  Bpirits.  The  officers  are  gene- 
rally fine  handsome  men,  always  educated,  and  generally 
<with  intellectual  countenances.  It  Beems  to  me  that  the 
Germans  separate  the  mind  and  soul  of  the  soldier  from  his 
body ;  the  former  they  consider  represented  by  the  officer, 
and  he  is  therefore  educated  and  instructed  and  polished  to 
the  highest  degree;  the  body,  however,  the  common  soldier, 
is  considered  solely  as  a  machine,  which  has  simply  to  obey 
the  word  of  command  at  all  times  and  in  all  circumstances, 
without  the  slightest  thought  of  hesitation  or  reflection. 


(feom  our  own  correspondent.) 

Paris,  March  6. 
Business  is  just  beginning  to  resume  its  ordinary  features. 
Scraps  of  shells  and  other  warlike  boluses  are  freely  vended 
to  confiding  foreigners,  whose  familiar  faces  are  beginning  to 
crowd  the  Boulevards.  These  sellers  of  iron  digestives  are, 
however,  doing  a  larger  trade  than  their  more  peaceable 
brethren,  the  exceptionably  fine  weather  much  militating 
against  ordinary  winter  colds  and  coughs.  The  Prussians 
freely  spent  their  money  in  the  occupied  quarters,  especially 
amongst  the  pharmaciens,  who  were  about  their  only 
fleecers,  and  consequently  deserve  the  thanks  of  all  patriotic 
Frenchmen. 


UJebmtl  (SicaitiiTcjs. 


MEDICO-POLITICAL  matters  have  been  somewhat  dull 
during  the  month,  or  perhaps  the  fault  has  been  with 
us.  The  constant  strain  of  attention  on  all  the  most  repulsive 
conditions  of  human  existence,  the  perpetual  consideration  of 
small-pox,  infant  monstrosities,  loathsome  skin  diseases,  and 
the  thousand-andone  other  descriptions  of  human  suffering, 
the  narration  of  which  necessarily  fills  a  great  portion  of  the 
pages  of  the  medical  journals — the  habit,  we  say,  of  lingering 
over  this  sort  of  literature,  though  it  possesses  a  peculiar 
kind  of  fascination  for  some  minds,  is  apt  to  induce  a  little 
nausea  sometimes  ;  particularly  just  when  the  spring  is 
budding  forth.  Country  visitors  to  London  make  a  point  of 
spending  a  few  hours  in  Madame  Tussaud's  Chamber  of 
Horrors.  We  have  never  indulged  ourselves  in  this  extra 
sixpenny  worth,  but  it  occurs  to  us  just  now  that  to  be  doomed 
to  live  in  such  a  place,  with  the  contemplation  of  nothing  but 
ghastly  figures  all  the  year  round,  would  be  something  like 
the  position  of  a  conscientious  medical  journalist.  Lately 
we  have  all  supped  full  enough  of  horrors,  but  with  the 
bright  and  welcome  dawning  of  peace  to  Europe,  coming  as 
it  does  almost  simultaneously  with  the  bursting  of  the  buds 
and  the  singing  of  the  birds,  one  can  scarcely  avoid  the  in- 
dulgence of  reflections  somewhat  more  cheerful  than  disease 
and  diagnosis  can  yield. 

Parliament  is  busy,  but  it  hardly  seems  likely  to  be  over- 
occupied  with  important  questions.  Nevertheless,  the 
Government  officials  do  not  seem  at  all  disposed  to  give  any 
time  or  trouble  to  Medical  Bills.  They  tried  last  year  and 
found  the  legislalees  so  hard  to  satisfy  that  they  gave  up  the 
attempt.  That  we  give  as  the  apparent  view  of  Mr.  Forster, 
expressed  in  answer  to  questions  in  the  House,  and  to  depu- 
tations without.  The  staff  of  the  Lancet,  with  a  few  other 
physicians,  waited  on  the  right  honourable  gentleman  a  short 
time  ago  to  call  his  attention  to  the  Lancet  Bill.  Mr.  Forster 
submitted  to  their  admission,  but  dispensed  nothing  but  cold 
shoulder  to  his  visitors.  The  Lancet  and  the  British  Medical 
Journal  have  found  this  Medical  Amendment  Act  business  too 
much  for  their  respective  tempers,  and  they  are  consequently 
each  devoting  space  weekly  to  abusing  the  other.  The  Times, 
too,  has  had  a  leading  article  sneering  at  what  it  evidently 
regards  as  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  would-be  legisla- 
tors to  ensure  their  own  monopoly  more  securely.  Some  of 
the  medical  journals  give  to  the  indefatigable  Mr.  Simon  the 
credit  of  inspiring,  if  not  of  writing  this  article. 

The  reader  who,  after  his  day's  work,  is  in  the  habit  of  in- 
dulging in  a  little  smoke  and  drink  may  derive  some  amuse- 
ment, if  not  edification,  by  glancing  through  the  following 
medical  opinions  on  the  effects  of  the  two  seductive  habits 
which  have  been  dug  out  of  some  old  works  by  correspondents 
of  the  British  Medical  Journal.  The  first  is  the  ninetieth 
observation  of  Theodorus  Kerckringius,  M.D.  (Spicilegitim 
Anatomicum,  Amsterdam,  circa  1670),  and  describes  the  post- 
mortem appearances  of  an  inveterate  smoker  : — 

"Too  greatly,  now,  alas  !  in  Europe,  prevails  that  cacoethes 
of  sucking  up  the  smoke  of  the  herb  tobacco,  as  they  call  it, 
through  tubes  actually  manufactured  for  that  special  purpose. 
In  consequence,  what  a  perversity  of  morals  has  arisen  they 
must  have  noted  whose  duty  it  is  to  attend  to  the  public 
morality,  whether  they  be  politicians  or  theologians.  How 
noxious  it  is  to  the  health  of  those  who  indulge  in  the  habit  of 
sacrificing  so  often  to  Vulcan,  or  rather  to  Charon,  I  shall  not 
here  explain.  Let  it  suffice  that  I  adduce  the  case  of  a  man 
whose  body  I  opened  before  the  Faculty.    He,  inordinately 
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given  to  these  fuliginous  delights,  had  scarcely  ever  engaged 
in  any  kind  of  work,  as  it  appeared,  without  inhaling  this  fatal 
juice.  When,  however,  at  length  Nature,  assailed  by  fre- 
quent attacks,  began  to  fail,  and  to  give  way  to  disease, 
he  rejected  for  so  long  a  time  a  black-looking  matter,  both 
upwards  and  downwards  (per  utrumque  gutturem),  that  at 
last  he  vomited  forth  his  dusky  soul ;  which  to  accompany 
in  its  visit  to  the  realms  of  Pluto  would  be  far  from  agreeable, 
for,  I  suspect,  it  would  greatly,  and  that  from  habit,  have 
preferred  those  black  lakes,  steaming  with  the  bubbles  of 
Stygian  vapours,  to  the  lucid  stars  of  heaven,  inasmuch  as  it 
had  long  been  fed,  though  not  nourished,  by  smoke  ;  the 
abode,  however,  it  had  relinquished,  I  visited  and  examined 
by  the  aid  of  the  scalpel  of  the  anatomist.  What  did  I  ob- 
serve, you  ask  ?  It  appeared  to  me  that  I  was  passing  into 
the  very  house  of  Pluto  himself;  even  the  entrance-doors 
were  tinged  of  a  black  colour,  and  the  tongue,  imbued  as  it 
were  with  the  poisonous  juice,  was  in  a  state  of  tumefaction. 
What  as  to  the  windpipe  ?  It  was  like  the  inside  of  a  chimney, 
coated  completely  with  black  grime.  The  lungs  were  dry, 
sapless,  and  scarcely  at  all  friable.  The  liver,  as  if  it  beyond 
all  the  other  organs  had  attracted  the  fire,  was  altogether  in- 
flamed ;  from  the  flames  of  this  fire  not  even  the  bile  in  its 
recepticle  had  been  safe,  for  its  colour  had  changed  from 
purple  to  green  (ex  pur pur eo  virescentem).  In  the  intestines, 
however,  the  drains  of  the  body,  the  carbonaceous  matters 
from  the  whole  combustion  had  become  concentred,  for  they 
"were  full  of  a  black  substance  which  exhaled  no  milder 
stench  than  that  of  hell  itself.  Such,  of  this  frequent  suction, 
are  the  medicinal  fruits  ! " 

To  this  we  add  a  graphic  objurgation  of  our  countryman, 
John  Allen,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  on  the  "Evils  of  Alcohol"  (Synopsis 
Universes  Medicine*  Practices,  Amstelodami,  mdccxxx.,  cap. 
xvi. ) : — "  There  remains  another  sort  of  poisons,  such  as  vinous 
spirits  and  intoxicating  distilled  liquors.  The  frequent  and 
excessive  tippling  of  these,  as  is  the  practice  of  each  return- 
ing day,  hath  destroyed  myriads  of  mortals,  nay,  hundreds 
of  thousands  more  than  all  the  poisons  put  together  ;  whence 
I  am  wont  to  style  this  most  pernicious  evil  emphatically  the 
harm.  It  proves  not  only  the  parent  of  very  many,  and  those 
the  worst  of  diseases,  but  to  numbers  suddenly  fatal ;  upon 
which  accounts,  if  it  deserve  not  the  appellation  of  poison, 
I  must  confess  I  know  what  does.  Spirit  of  wine,  taken 
inwardly,  is  death  to  almost  all  creatures  ;  to  vegetables  of  all 
denominations  without  exception,  when  applied  by  way  of 
pabulum,  even  to  the  parent  vine,  whence  itself  is  derived. 
The  generous  physician  hath  an  unpleasant  task  upon  his 
hands.  Men  addicted  to  these  spirituous  liquors  abomin- 
ably sacrifice  day,  night,  and  themselves,  to  continually 
sipping,  as  it  were,  a  liquid  fire.  When  all  digestion  is 
lost,  the  solids  unbraced,  the  juices  corrupted  ;  when  the 
human  fabric,  which  hath  been  long  tottering,  is  just 
falling  to  the  ground — then  are  we  called  in  to  its  support. 
What  must  we  do  ?  Even  as  town-scavengers  (scabini)  ;  and 
ten  to  one  but,  after  all  the  discharges  made,  after  the 
emptying  chamber-pots  (lasana),  and  close  stools  (icaphia), 
the  abandoned  sot  returns  at  once,  like  a  sow  that  is  washed, 
to  wallowing  in  the  mire.  Thus  he  irrevocably  prostitutes 
his  health  to  the  last,  being  prodigal  of  that  life  of  which  he 
ought  to  be  most  tender  ;  and  his  early  end  is  the  consequence 
of  intemperance.  What  advantageth  then  the  doctor,  and 
what  the  divine  ?  Fruitless  would  be  the  endeavours  even  of 
a  Luke  himself  in  both  his  capacities,  either  as  physician  or 
as  evangelist.  Deaf  as  a  rock  to  all  counsel  or  persuasion,  he 
runs  in^o  the  very  arms  of  death,  and  courts  destruction.  To 
this  he  is  prompted  by  an  eternal  thirst,  which  he  greedily 
indulges ;  and  the  greater  the  indulgence,  the  greater  the 
thirst — the  thirst  of  those  pernicious  distilled  liquors,  with 
■which  the  tragic  scene  is  expeditiously  closed ;  and  the 
dismal  catastrophe,  in  the  last  moments,  is  the  finishing  both 
his  bottle  and  himself." 

"  We  must  set  to  work  and  do  something  ;  must  unite  on 
some  sound  scheme  of  checkmating  this  unrighteous  traffic, 
and  foiling  these  bold  traders  in  human  misery."  So  says  a 
Philadelphia  (U.S.)  medical  journal.  The  "unrighteous 
traffics "  is  the  sale,  and  the  "bold  traders  in  human 
misery "  are  the  proprietors  of,  patent  medicines.  Any 
thing  would  be  good  enough  for  them.  The  end  justifies 
the  means,  and  the  plan  proposed  by  the  indignant  but  not 
quite  disinterested  writer  is,  "  to  analyze  each  popular  secret 
preparation,  and  publish  its  constituents  far  and  wide.  Many 


papers,  including,  of  course,  all  medical  journals,  will  joy- 
fully publish  these  analyses,  if  prepared  by  competent  parties, 
and  in  this  way  a  stop  would  be  put  to  their  sales.  When 
some  credulous  person  comes  in  and  asks  for  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Squibobs'  "  Stomachic  Elixir  of  Life,"  the  apothecary, 
who  knows  its  formula,  will  quietly  put  up  the  recipe  and 
hand  it  over,  paying  nothing  to  the  irate  Dr.  Squibobs  in  ihe 
way  of  commission,  and  getting  all  the  advantages  of  the 
enraged  Dr.  Squibobs'  advertising.  Dr.  Squibobs  will  very 
soon  quit  the  business,  and  betake  himself  to  some  more 
reputable  mode  of  earning  a  living." 

The  delight  of  this  immaculate  innocent  at  having  dis- 
covered such  a  magnificent  "  short  way  with  "  rival  medicines, 
seems  to  have  blinded  him  to  the  fact  that  he  is  recommend- 
ing the  apothecary  to  deliberately  violate  both  the  eighth  and 
the  tenth  commandments,  besides  advising  him  to  take  part 
in  what  a  few  lines  before  has  been  described  as  "  an 
unrighteous  traffic  in  human  misery." 

Dr.  Alfred  Wiltshire  has  called  attention  in  the  Lancet  to 
the  fact  that  all  newly-born  children  have  blue  eyes.  He 
says  the  ultimate  colour  is  not  usually  arranged  until  about 
six  weeks  after  birth.  This,  as  he  points  out,  may  be  an  im- 
portant source  of  error  in  medico-legal  cases  where  questions 
of  identity  are  sworn  to.  It  may  not  be  impossible,  consider- 
ing this  fact,  that  by  scientific  means  we  may  be  able  our- 
selves to  fix  the  colour  of  our  children's  eyes  in  their  infancy. 
This  is  the  one  artificial  aid  to  beauty  which  the  Madame 
Rachel  gang  have  not  yet  been  able  to  accomplish.  Will 
some  one  be  good  enough  to  send  us  a  newly  born  baby  to 
experiment  on  ? 

Dr.  Liebreich,  lately  resident  in  Paris,  but  driven  thence 
by  the  tide  of  war,  came  to  London  a  few  months  ago.  Dr. 
Liebreich  has  been  the  acknowledged  leading  authority  on 
ophthalmic  surgery  (since  the  death  of  Von  Graefe)  in  Europe. 
It  is  therefore  far  more  an  honour  to  the  institution  and  to 
themselves  than  to  him,  that  the  medical  staff  of  St.  Thomas's 
have  offered  him  the  appointment  of  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  and 
Lecturer  at  the  Hospital.  This  offer,  we  believe,  has  been 
accepted,  and  we  hope  it  is  a  sign  that  our  medical  institu- 
tions—the noblest  in  the  world — will  in  future  become  more 
cosmopolitan  themselves,  and  more  attractive  to  the  great 
men  of  the  profession  in  other  countries.  The  Lancet  alone 
has,  with  singularly  bad  taste,  protested  against  this  appoint- 
ment. Other  scientific  men,  even  if  they  have  imbibed  the 
popular  prejudice- against  the  Germans,  would  never  dream 
of  allowing  it  .to  influence  them  on  a  matter  like  this. 

We  get  the  following  from  the  Medical  Press  : — "  A  soldier, 
a  patient  at  Herbert  Hospital,  Shooter's  Hill,  a  few  days  ago, 
wrote  the  following  advice  to  a  comrade  :  — '  Previous  to  going 
to  hospital  rub  your  tongue  with  chalk,  ready  for  the  word, 
"  Put  out  your  tongue;"  then,  when  the  doctor  is  going  to 
feel  your  pul.-e,  be  sure  to  knock  your  elbow  against  the  wall, 
and  it  will  beat  to  any  number  in  a  minute  ;  then,  if  you  wish 
to  persevere  to  be  invalided,  be  on  the  look  out  for  a  friend  to 
bring  you  a  bit  of  raw  bullock's  liver  every  morning,  in  order 
to  spit  blood  for  the  doctor  ;  of  course,  have  a  little  bit  of  the 
liver  in  your  mouth,  under  your  tongue,  fresh,  ready  for  him 
when  he  comes  round  the  hospital  ward,  and  have  a  good 
piece  ready  to  spit  out  for  him  when  he  approaches  your  cot ; 
then  give  a  great  sigh  and  a  groan,  and  you  are  sure  to  be 
ordered  lamb  chops,  chicken,  rice  pudding,  port  wine, 
Guinness's  stout,  in  fact,  you  may  live  on  the  fat  of  the 
land  for  the  remaindtr  of  your  soldiering,  which  will  not  be 
long ;  but,  depend  upon  it,  you  are  sure  of  a  pension,  even 
under  ten  year's  service.'  We  hope  there  are  not  many  in 
hospital  quite  so  clever  as  this  '  old  soldier.'  " 

The  Australian  Medical  Gazette  complains  that  the  use  of 
chlorodyne  as  a  domestic  remedy  seems  to  have  become 
alarmingly  prevalent,  and  what  amounts  virtually  to  a  habit 
of  opium-eating  is  being  acquired  by  large  numbers  of  persons 
who  would  object  to  opium  in  any  form,  if  given  as  opium, 
but  who  under  its  twin  de  thedtre  of  chlorodyne  take,  every 
day,  considerable  quantities  of  morphia.  A  fatal  case  of 
poisoning  by  chlorodyne  took  place  a  few  weeks  ago,  and 
several  instances  of  serious  mischief,  occasioned  by  its  un- 
guarded use,  are  w  ithin  our  own  knowledge.  The  impression 
in  the  public  mind  is,  that  chlorodyne  is  a  simple  carminative, 
something  like  tincture  of  rhubarb. 

An  Australian  paper  is  also  responsible  for  the  following 
bit  of  facetiousness  :  "  We  understand  that  Dr.  Jackson, 
who  a   month   or  two   since   commenced  to  practise  in 
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Creswick,  has  left  without  a  suitable  testimonial,  and  many 
friends  are  anxiously  inquiring  ns  to  his  whereabouts." 

The  late  Dr.  Von  Graefe,  the  celebrated  Prussian  oculist, 
shortly  before  his  death  made  a  donation  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  to  the  poor  of  his  native  place. 

The  will  of  a  San  Francisco  physician,  recently  deceased, 
contained  the  following  clause: — "After  death  I  wish  my 
body  to  be  dissected  by  my  medical  friends,  the  soft  parts 
burned  and  the  ashes  preserved  in  an  urn,  the  skeleton  wired 
■well  together,  and  both  kept  in  some  medical  college  or 
■university  in  San  Francisco,  But  in  case  my  wife  should 
■wish  for  them,  it  is  my  will  that  they  be  delivered  to  her,  in 
case  she  shall  be  willing  to  pay  the  expense  of  their  rep- 
paration." 

Elizabeth  Garrett- Anderson,  M.D.,  has,  since  her  marriage, 
taken  her  seat  at  the  Metropolitan  School  13oard  unchallenged. 

A  New  Yoik  letter  to  the  Springfield  Republican  gives  the 
following  as  an  account  of  the  incomes  of  medical  men  : — "A 
physician  in  good  practice  will  receive  patients  at  his  office 
four  hours  daily,  and  make  calls  for  about  the  same  length  of 
time.    From  ten  to  twenty  callers,  and  half  as  many  house 
patients,  would  be  a  fair  average  ;  the  ftes.  would  be  two  and 
five  dollars  each.    At  these  figures  it  would  not  be  hard  to 
make  up  an  income  of  20,000  dols.  or  more.    It  is  stated  of 
Dr.  William  Parker,  I  believe,  that,  having  been  called  out 
of  town  to  attend  a  patient,  he  returned  a  bill  of  300  dols., 
and  when  it  was  disputed  he  showed  by  his  books  that  his 
daily  receipts  were  much  over  that  sum.    Surgeons'  single 
charges  are  larger  than  those  of  physicians,  though  the 
incomes  of  ihe  latter  are  probably  the  highest.   For  ordinary 
attendance  their  rates  are  about  the  same,  or  say  five  dols.  a 
Tisit.    From  twenty-five  dols.  upwards  is  the  charge  for 
operations.    For  setting  an  arm  or  leg  250  dols.  would  be 
asked  j  larger  undertakings  being  in  proportion.    For  a  case 
requiring  a  delicate  operation  and  six  weeks'  constant  attend- 
ance, sometimes  two  or  three  times  a  day,  1,000  dolls,  was 
lately  asked  by  a  leading  surgeon.  In  another  instance,  where 
a  wealthy  gentleman  was  badly  jammed  by  a  railroad  car,  he 
■was  attended  by  Dr.  James  It.  Wood,  who  made  about  a 
dozen  visits,  without  any  important  operation,  and  sent  in  a 
bill  for  2,500  dolls.,  which  was  paid.  This  is  exceeded  by  Dr. 
Carnochan,  who  charged  2,000  dols.  for  an  operation  alone, 
while  another  surgeon  is  said  to  have  received  4,500  dols.  from 
one  patient.  The  prices  charged  by  dentists  aie  quite  as  high 
as  those  of  physicians.    A  man  of  ordinary  reputation  in  the 
profession  will  ask  from  5  dols.  to  30  dols.  for  pulling  a  single 
tooth,  while  Mr.  Alkinson,  one  of  the  most  fashionable  den- 
tists, is  reported  to  charge  10  dols.  for  simply  examining  a 
person's  teeth,  and  25  dols.  an  hour  for  operating  on  them, 
and  has  brought  in  a  bill  of  200  dols.  for  filling  a  single  tooth. 
Many  people  refuse  to  pay  these  fancy  prices,  but  it  is  a  com- 
mon thing  to  have  to  pay  anywhere  from  10  to  100  dols.  for 
dentists'  bills.    Most  practitioners  of  any  reputation  have  en- 
gagements very  far  ahead.    Ten  days  is  a  short  time  to  wait 
for  your  turn,  while  a  friend  of  mine,  who  went  to  Europe  in 
the  middle  of  last  October,  on  applying  to  her  dentist  for 
treatment,  was  told  that  he  could  not  give  her  a  single  hour's 
heed  until  February,  or  nearly  four  months  in  advance.  Den- 
tists are  kept  busy  all  the  year  round,  and  ssldum'have  any 
leisure.    Their  practice  is  confining,  and  not  healthy,  but  it 
is  very  profitable.    Their  incomes  range  from  5,000  dols.  to 
50,000  dols.  a  year,  while  they  have  no  expenses  for  carriage 
hire,  books,  or  travel,  and  not  a  very  heavy  outlay  for  mate- 
rials and  keeping  up  their  offices." 
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(Read  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association, 
March  2nd,  1871.) 
rpHE  first  process  to  which  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of 
JL  directing  your  attention  is  the  old-fashioned  cliroinotype. 
The  paper  is  immersed  in  a  solution  of  bichromate  of  potash, 
dried  and  exposed  under  a  negative.  When  sufficiently 
printed  it  is  removed  from  the  frame  and  fixed  by  simple 


washing  in  water,  forming  a  pale  brown  picture  upon  a 
white  ground.  Although  this  process  is  quite  obsolete  and 
nourly  forgotten,  I  mention  it  as  being  in  reality  the  germ 
from  which  all  the  carbon  and  mechanical  processes  have 
sprung.  It  was  early  noted  that  a  better  picture  eould  be 
obtained  upon  highly-eized  paper,  and  the  action  which 
took  place  was  traced  to  the  decomposition  of  the  bichro- 
mate, by  which  chromic  acid  was  liberated,  rendering  inso- 
luble the  size  of  the  paper. 

The  next  Btep  in  advance  was  the  admixture  of  colouring 
matter  and  gelatine  with  the  bichromate,  by  which  pictures 
in  lines  or  dots  could  be  reproduced,  but  it  was  quite  im- 
practicable to  get  any  half  tints,  either  the  gelatine  was 
coagulated  or  not,  and  where  tho  action  was  only  partial, 
the  water  used  in  developing  insinuated  itself  underneath, 
removing  the  film.  It  was  then  proposed  to  work  from  the 
under  side  of  the  film,  and  to  a  certain  extent  this  was 
successful.  The  sensitive  coating  was  spread  upon  glass, 
exposed  to  light,  and  developed  from  the  other  side. 
This  was,  however,  a  risky  and  delicate  process,  in- 
volving the  transfer  of  collodion  film?,  and  was  more  of  a 
photographic  curiosity  than  anything  else.  Paper  rendered 
temporarily  transparent  by  turpentine  was  also  used,  but 
with  the  disadvantage  of  reproducing  all  the  inequalities 
of  the  paper;  and  it  was  not  until  Mr.  J.  C.  Swan,  of  New- 
castle, patented  his  process,  that  carbon  printing  became 
really  practicable. 

The  first  process  of  Swan's,  although  a  great  advance 
upon  anything  which  had  been  done  before,  was  exceedingly 
complicated  and  troublesome,  and  had  no  further  improve- 
ment been  made,  the  process  would  probably  never  have 
come  into  general  use.  In  the  first  place,  a  tissue  formed 
of  a  collodion  film,  moulded  upon  glass,  coated  with  the 
mixture  of  bichromate,  gelatine,  and  colouring  matter,  was 
made,  and  when  dry  peeled  off  the  glass.  This  was  exposed 
under  the  negative,  mounted  upon  paper  coated  with  india- 
rubber,  by  passing  through  a  rolling  press,  developed  by 
new  piece  of  paper,  the  piece  upon  which  it  had  been 
hot  water,  dried  and  remounted  with  gelatine  upon  a 
temporarily  mounted  being  removed  by  benzol.  Notwith- 
standing the  apparent  difficulty,  this  process  was  success- 
fully worked  by  Mr.  Swan  in  Newcastle., 

The  difficulties  attending  the  practice  of  Swan's  process 
have  now  been  avoided  by  the  eystom  introduced  by  Mr.  J. 
R.  Johnson,  a  director  of  the  Autotype  Company,  which  has 
been  formed  to  work  and  develop  commercially  the  system 
of  carbon  printing,  which  they  call  the  autotype  process. 
By  his  mode  of  operating,  patented  in  1869,  pictures  may  be 
produced  with  extreme  facility,  and  with  a  perfection  hitherto 
deemed  unnattainable.  With  the  apparatus  supplied  com- 
plete by  the  company,  all  the  operations  may  be  performed 
on  a  small  table.  M.  Braun,  of  Dornach,  who  purchased 
the  patents  for  the  Continent,  has  also  produced  several 
copies  of  celebrated  pictures  and  sketches  from  the  Conti- 
nental galleries. 

In  practice  it  is  now  found  expedient  to  send  out  the  paper 
simply  coated  with  gelatine  and  colouring  matter,  which 
may  be  of  any  tint,  according  to  the  material  used,  Indian 
ink,  sepia,  bistre,  or  mixed  colour.    This  is  sensitized  by 
immersion  in  a  solution  of  bichromate  of  potash,  dried  and 
exposed  under  the  negative.    I  have  here  some  exposed  pic- 
tures ;  you  will  observe  that  there  is  no  apparent  difference 
between  them  and  the  plain  tissue.   This  was  at  one  time  a 
serious  objection,  as  the  prints  could  not  be  turned  up  for 
examination  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  the  exposure  was,  to  a 
certain  extent,  a  matter  of  guess.  By  the  use  of  an  ingenious 
little  instrument  called  an  actinometer,  the  exposure  is  now 
a  matter  of  certainty.    It  consists  of  a  small  box  containing 
a  roll  of  sensitized  paper.    Through  a  small  aperture  in  the 
lid  a  portion  of  the  paper  is  exposed  to  light,  and  when  it 
has  assumed  the  tint  of  the  surrounding  part  it  is  withdrawn 
and  a  new  surface  exposed.    Having  once  ascertained  the 
number  of  tints  requisite  for  a  particular  negative,  any 
further  number  may  be  printed  to  tho  same  strength.  On 
removal  from  the  printing-frame,  it  is  immersed  in  water 
until  sufficiently  softened,  and  mounted  with  the  squeegee 
upon  the  zino  plates  provided  for  the  purpose.    It  is  then 
placed  in  the  rack  in  the  hot-water  oistorn,  the  temperature 
of  which  is  regulated  by  a  thermometer,  and  a  number 
mounted  until  the  rack  is  full.    By  this  time  the  first  will 
probably  be  ready  for  removal;  the  paper  peeling  off,  the  un- 
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changed  colouring  matter  ia  removed  by  continued  washing, 
and  after  drying  a  piece  of  transfer  paper  is  attached  with 
the  squeegee  in  the  same  manner  as  at  first,  and  when  dry 
the  finished  picture  peels  off  the  plate. 

The  pictures  produced  by  this  process  leave  little  to  be 
desired,  and  where  a  limited  number  of  prints  only  is 
required  nothing  could  be  better  j  but  there  was  still  a 
want  of  a  mode  of  producing  a  large  number  of  prints  in  a 
limited  time,  and  irrespective  of  weather.  This  desideratum 
the  Woodbury  process  fully  supplies,  and  the  results  are  not 
to  bo  distinguished  from  the  best  silver  printing.  It  was 
invented  and  perfected  by  Mr.  Walter  Woodbury,  of  Man- 
chester, and  although  successfully  worked  in  Franoe  and 
America,  has  never  been  a  success  in  this  country,  although 
three  companies  have  been  successively  established  for  that 
purpose.  Messrs.  Goupil,  of  Paris,  have  recently  erected 
an  establishment  at  a  cost  of  .£12,000 ;  it  is  about  as  large  as  a 
modern  church  to  hold  2,000  people,  and  has  a  wide  gallery 
all  round,  about  half  the  roof  being  glazed,  and  in  it  they 
successfully  carried  out  the  process.  Here  we  have  our 
old  friends  bichromate  and  gelatinein  a  new  form.  For  small 
pictures  a  plate  of  talc  is  covered  with  a  rather  thick  coat- 
ing of  gelatine,  bichromate,  and  colouring  matter.  This  is 
exposed  under  a  negative  with  the  underside  in  contact, 
washed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  ordinary  carbon  print, 
and  subsequently  dried.  The  result  is  a  gelatine  picture  in 
relief,  the  lights  and  shades  being  represented  by  corre- 
sponding elevations  and  depressions.  It  was  at  first 
attempted  to  make  a  metal  relief  of  this  by  the  electrotype 
process,  but  a  much  simpler  mode  is  now  adopted.  The 
gelatine  relief  is  placed  upon  the  bed  of  an  hydraulic  press, 
a  plate  of  perfectly  planed  type-metal  placed  upon  it,  and  a 
pressure  of  in  some  instances  100  tons  applied.  You  would 
naturally  suppose  that  the  poor  gelatine  relief  would  come 
badly  off,  but  on  examination  it  will  be  found  uninjured, 
having  given  a  perfect  impression  to  the  surface  of  the  type 
metal.  If  necessary,  this  process  is  repeated,  one  gelatine 
relief  being  able  to  furnish  a  number  of  metal  plates  ready 
for  printing  in  a  manner  which  I  will  now  desciibe. 

A  revolving  table  is  provided,  on  which  is  placed,  say  six 
printing-presses.  Before  each  table  stands  a  man  who 
prints ;  by  his  side  is  a  stove  bearing  a  copper  vessel  con- 
taining a  hot  solution  of  gelatine  and  colouring  matter. 
The  printing  press  is  simply  an  iron  box  with  a  lid.  A  little 
of  the  hot  gelatine  is  poured  into  the  middle  of  the  metal  relit-  f, 
a  sheet  of  paper  is  laid  upon  it,  the  lid  is  shut  down,  and  the 
table  turned  round  so  as  to  bring  a  fresh  press  befc  re  the 
printer.  By  the  time  the  whole  six  presses  have  been  thus 
filled,  the  first  has  come  back  to  him,  and  the  sheet  of  paper 
bearing  the  print  is  ready  to  be  removed.  A  printer  can  turn 
out  thirty  or  forty  prints  per  hour  from  six  different  moulds. 

Very  beautiful  prints  may  also  be  produced  by  this  pro- 
cess upon  glass  for  stereoscopic  slides,  ornaments,  etc.  The 
mode  is  exactly  the  same,  the  plate  of  glass  being  substi- 
tuted for  the  prepared  paper. 

One  more  process,  and  I  have  done.  Bichromate  and 
gelatine  again.  About  two  years  since  Herr  Albert,  of 
Munich,  discovered  that  by  the  action  of  light  upon  a 
surface  of  bichromate  and  gelatine  the  parts  which  were 
exposed  to  light  would  no  longer  take  up  water,  but  the 
unchanged  parts  took  it  up  freely.  As  in  the  ordinary 
lithographic  process,  an  inked  roller  was  passed  over  it, 
the  ink  attaching  itself  only  to  the  parts  hardened  by  light. 
This  process  has  been  considerably  improved  upon,  and 
patented  by  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Kidd  under  the  name  of 
heliotype.  The  prints  are  made  in  an  ordinary  platten  press 
with  common  printing  ink,  on  either  plain  or  enamelled 
paper,  at  the  simple  cost  of  paper  and  printing.  Mr. 
Edwards'  process  differs  in  these  important  respects  from 
that  of  Herr  Albert.  The  film  after  treatment  becomes  as 
hard  as  oak  without  losing  that  peculiar  property  upon 
which  its  action  depends ;  consequently,  a  largo  number  of 
prints  instead  of  a  very  limited  number  can  be  pulled  from 
the  same  plate.  The  definition  is  firm  and  sharp,  instead  of 
being  soft  and  hazy,  and  there  is  no  grain  whatever  due  to 
the  gelatine.  Moreover,  the  process  is  far  simpler  and 
involves  fewer  operations.  It  is  in  faot  the  simplest 
photographic  process  there  is.  The  question  has  often  been 
asked,  will  carbon  printing  ever  supersede  silver?  but  that 
question  must  now  give  rise  to  another,  will  not  carbon  print- 
ing itself  be  ultimately  superseded  by  printing  at  the  press  ? 


CONTINENTAL  CHEMISTS.  -Ill, 

FRANCE. 


PEESUMING  that  nearly  every  London  chemist,  and  an 
immense  number  of  his  provincial  brethren,  have 
visited  at  some  epoch  in  their  lives  the  quondam  American 
heaven,  aud  the  universal  interest  taken  in  French  phar- 
macy rendering  a  mere  recapitulation  of  the  legislative  and 
social  positions  of  its  professors  quite  superfluous,  we  will 
content  ourselves  by  merely  pointing  out  a  few  peculiarities 
of  our  trans-channel  friends,  and  bringing  to  the  surface  the 
various  causes  that  effect  their  particular  chic*  To  do  so 
effectually,  a  division  must  be  made  between  the  Parisian 
and  provincial  pharmaciens ;  for  Paris  is  to  France  what 
her  ladyship  is  to  her  maid.  Both  are  lovely ;  every 
possible  perfection  of  art  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  first 
— the  second,  in  her  more  modest  attire,  still  claims  an 
equal  attention. 

Most  country  pharmacies  are  provided  with  an  excellent 
laboratory,  in  which  are  prepared,  with  a  care  and  con- 
scientiousness that  cannot  be  too  highly  commended,  all 
those  delicious  syrups,  so  bright  and  pleasant  to  eye  and 
tongue,  where  are  distilled  the  fragrant  waters  of  rose  and 
orange  petals,  and  the  aromatic  extracts  of  all  the  indi- 
genous herb3  are  evaporated.  The  life  of  an  dleue  (pupil, 
not  apprentice)  in  a  French  provincial  town  is  one  calculated 
to  make  him  an  intelligent  observer  of  Nature,  to  inspire 
him  with  a  healthy  love  of  his  profession,  and  to  become  an 
intellectual  and  profitable  member  of  society. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  to  observe  that  the  French,  in 
pharmacy  as  in  cookery,  bestow  much  more  pains  on  doing 
a  thing  thoroughly  well,  than  the  generality  of  Englishmen 
are  wont  to  do.  Rising  at  early  dawn  to  cut  the  fragrant 
petals  of  the  orange-blossom  in  the  once-lovely  park  of 
Malmaison  (sad  now  to  think  of  its  blood-stained  groves) 
before  the  hot  sun  should  have  caused  to  evaporate  one 
atom  of  their  costly  perfume — to  bring  them  all  pearled  with 
dew-drops  to  the  polished  copper  still,  and  tend  with  loving 
care  the  dripping  fragrance  as  it  slowly  fills  the  crystal 
receivers — is  a  most  delightful  change  from  the  monotony  of 
rolling  pills  or  folding  seidlitz  powders.  And  later  on,  when 
the  rich  luscious  fruit  of  cherry  or  raspberry  seems  to  invite 
a  gentle  pressure  to  yield  its  blood-red  juice,  what  pleasure 
more  great  or  pure  than  the  successful  issue  of  a  bright, 
clear  syrup,  delicious  a?  nectar. 

In  the  French  pharmaoeu'ical  character  there  is  a  some- 
what lazy  indifference  to  duvet  commercial  success,  attri- 
butable, I  think,  in  a  great  measure,  .to  their  professional 
education.  Those  long-haired,  top-booted,  and  rather  dirty- 
looking  specimens  of  the  Paris  student,  to  be  seen  rollicking 
in  every  cafe  and  billiard-room  of  the  Latin  quarter,  are 
chiefly  medical  and  pharmaceutical  students,  many  of  whom, 
although  possessing  high  scientific  attainments,  must  find 
it  difficult  to  metamorphose  themselves  into  men  of  business. 
As  a  rule,  the  student,  the  moment  he  emanates  from  the 
school  a  full-blown  pharmacien,  buys  himself  a  business, 
having  lost,  during  his  carnival  time  in  Paris,  nearly  every 
business  notion  which  precept  or  example  might  have  forced 
upon  him  during  his  apprenticeship.  His  vanity,  however, 
induces  him  to  some  exertion,  and  he  perhaps  inaugurates 
his  start  in  life  with  a  renaissance  shop-front,  or  invents  a 
new  syrup  of  snails,  which  he  generally  puts  up  in  a  neat, 
but  unoriginal  style.  One  of  the  greatest  faults  of  the 
empire  has  been  to  so  systematize  and  make  everything  and 
everyone  alike,  that  all  individual  and  original  genius  has 
been  all  but  crushed  out.  This  is  glaringly  exemplified  in 
pharmacy,  and  were  it  not  for  the  high  curriculum  of  study 
acting  as  a  stimulant  to  the  inquisitivo  minds  of  the  tno6t 
intelligent,  French  pharmacy  would,  in  all  probability,  lie 
muoh  lower  in  the  dust  than  she  actually  does. 

The  storing  of  poisons  and  the  probable  inspection  of 
pharmacies  seems  to  call  forth  a  great  amount  of  corre- 
spondence and  interest  in  England.  The  laws  (as  any  of 
your  readers  may  read  thorn  at  the  end  of  the  Codex)  in 
France  seem  to  be  dreadfully  strict  aud  supervisory  on  this 
subjeot;  but  in  practice  they  are  nearly  a  dead-letter,  the 
inspection  being  generally  confined  to  asking  for  the  keys  of 
the  cupboards,  and  signing  the  prescription  book.    Such  a 

•  Chic  is  a  Parisian  expression  for  any  advantageous  or  meritorious 
peculiarity. 
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small  matter,  happening  only  onco  a  year,  is  so  trifling  as  to 
be  scarcely  noticed,  and  seems  no  uioro  extraordinary  than 
the  inspection  of  the  gas-meter. 

It  is,  of  course,  to  bo  deprecated  that  men  of  acknow- 
ledged ability  and  repute  should  not  be  accounted  compe- 
tent to  regulate  their  own  affairs ;  but  England  is  inspection 
mad  just  now.  In  the  South  many  pharmacies  have  all 
their  shelves  and  bottles  behind  large  plate-glass  cupboards, 
an  arrangement  giving  not  only  an  immensely  handsome 
appearance  to  the  shop,  but  also  completely  protecting  the 
bottles  from  dust  and  dirt,  and  rendering  the  question  of 
storing  poisons  quite  a  superfluity. 

Hard  work  is  not  the  order  of  the  day  in  most  French 
houses,  where  the  number  of  employSs  is  nearly  double 
that  which  would  be  required  to  do  a  similar  amount  of 
work  in  England.  The  remuneration,  however,  is  generally 
smaller  than  that  obtained  here,  a  French  assistant  getting 
from  60  to  100  francs  a  month,  exclusive  of  his  board  and 
lodging.  This,  however,  is  better  than  in  Prussia,  where  (and 
it  is  to  their  honour)  science  and  all  connected  with  it  is 
dirt-cheap.  Labour,  and  the  duty  on  many  colonial  and 
native  products  being  less  there  than  in  England,  certain 
manufacturers  are  enabled  to  compete  with  the  English 
market  in  such  articles  as  tannin,  quinine,  etc. 

The  probable  rupture  of  the  Commercial  Treaty  with  Eng- 
land will  naturally  tend  to  increase  trade  with  Germany 
for  all  those  things  that  the  French  manufacturers  used  to 
dispose  of  in  England  ;  and  probably,  when  they  have  killed 
the  goose  which  laid  the  golden  eggs,  they  will  discover  the 
short-sightedness  of  the  commercial  policy  by  which  we  fear 
they  will  be  guided. 


THE  EESULT  OF  ADVEETISING. 


DR.  HELMBOLD,  the  proprietor  of  the  Extract  of 
Buchu,  has  been  one  of  the  most  courageous,  and  at 
the  same  time  one  of  the  most  successful  advertisers  in 
America.  He  is  a  chemist  and  druggist,  and  has  recently 
laid  out  a  portion  of  his  superfluous  cash  in  fitting  up 
perhaps  the  most  luxurious  drug  store  in  the  world.  The 
following  description  of  "  Heluibold's  Dazzler  "  we  find  in 
the  Brooklyn  Union,  and  reproduce  it  as  a  goal  for  ambitiouB 
British  druggists  to  set  before  them  :  — 

"This  morning  Helmbold  throws  open  for  the  edification 
and  bewilderment  of  New  York  his  completed  drug  store 
at  594,  Broadway,  which  extends  through  the  entire  block 
to  Crosby-street.  On  entering  the  doctor's  palace  the  eye 
is  delighted  by  the  series  of  magnificent  crystal  chandeliers, 
which  hang  from  front  to  rear  in  the  centre  of  the  ara- 
besqued  ceiling  in  a  long  perspective  of  flashing  light.  No 
metal  is  perceptible  in  any  part,  for  the  pipes  are  covered 
with  ground  glass  tube3,  and  even  the  pendent  chains  are 
of  cut  crystal. 

"  On  each  side  are  cases  richly  strewn  with  the  most 
lovely  articles  of  Parisian  fabric,  which  the  keen  doctor 
purchased  in  enormous  quantities  before  the  closing  of  the 
beleaguered  city.  He  invested  no  le3S  than  200,000  dols.  in 
these  airy  trifles,  which  women  love  to  collect  around  their 
toilet  tables,  and  has  reaped  a  fabulous  profit  by  his  shrewd- 
ness. 

"At  the  end  of  these  cases  comes  an  open  space,  well 
known  to  the  thirsty  in  summer  time.  Here  is  the  soda- 
water  fountain,  the  largest  in  the  world. 

"  The  marble  counter  is  an  artistic  work.  The  slab  on 
which  the  foaming  drinks  are  presented  is  of  French  royal 
red,  and  the  sides  are  of  Italian  white  Carrara,  with  super- 
imposed tablets  of  sarencolin,  shaped  like  diamonds  and 
small  diamond  facets. 

"The  font  itself  is  of  sarencolin,  and  is  shaped  like  a 
Norman  church.  The  base  is  of  Tennessee  marble,  black, 
with  large  yellow  mottlings.  The  whole  cost  10,000  dols. 
This  part  is  lighted  with  four  corner  pendents  of  the 
exquisite  crystal,  terminating  in  a  ground-glass  ornament 
of  lotus  flower,  and  a  central  one,  larger,  more  elaborate, 
and  equally  beautiful.  This  favourite  spot  is  protected  by 
two  figures  in  bronze,  a  Moorish  youth  and  maiden,  copies 
from  the  old  palace  of  the  Abencerrages,  in  the  Alhainbra, 
and  exquisite  specimens  of  artistic  skill. 

"  On  each  side  there' are  cases  filled  with  toilette  articles, 


in  Bohemian  glass  and  porcelain,  and  beyond,  marking  the 
entrance  to  the  ladiea'  parlour,  are  two  bronze  figures — 
Diana  and  one  of  her  nymphs,  but  not  Calisto. 

"The  enchanted  palace  lies  beyond;  but,  alas !  the  fair 
sex  will  not  shop  without  male  companionship.  The  carpet 
is  singularly  beautiful,  and  was  made  specially  for  the  doctor 
in  England.  It  is  styled  Imperial  Axminster,  and  is  twenty- 
eight  feet  wide  by  forty-six  feet  long.  It  has  no  brilliant 
colours,  but  is  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  tints  around. 

"  Here  commence  also  on  each  side  rows  of  columns,  which 
extend  to  the  rear  in  Crosby-street.  In  this  parlour  these 
are  Corinthian,  with  gilded  flutings,  the  columns  being  deep 
lavender  in  colour,  with  white  capitals  and  bases  which  are 
both  richly  gilt. 

"  The  chimney-piece  is  massive,  and  projects  in  a  semi- 
circle. It  is  of  carved  walnut,  bold  in  decoration,  but  not 
over  laid  with  ornament.  In  parts  it  is  relieved  by  some 
lighter  wood.  Around  the  grate  are  belts  of  American 
marble,  the  outer  a  purple,  mottled  with  gray,  the  inner  a 
deep  black. 

"  On  the  mantle -piece  are  handsome  bronzes.  In  the 
centre  is  a  clock,  which  is  garlanded  with  flowers,  and  sup- 
ported by  the  Three  Graces.  Two  cupids  sport  on  the  top 
of  the  dial,  and  make  mock  at  time.  On  each  side  of 
this  charming  centre  clock  are  two  figures  representing 
warriors  of  France. 

"Up  in  the  corner  is  the  iron  safe  and  secretaire  com- 
bined, where  lady  visitors  who  wish  to  leave  parcels  of  great 
value,  can  be  accommodated.  Near  at  hand  is  another 
feature,  mirror  and  toilet-table  on  revolving  pedestal,  the 
whole  in  black  walnut,  but  this  will  not  ba  patronized,  for 
opposite  to  the  chimney-piece  is  a  large  mirror,  nine  feet 
high  and  six  feet  wide,  which  will  probably  claim  the  un- 
divided attention  of  the  fair  visitors.  On  each  side  of  this 
are  large  cases,  in  black  walnut,  filled  with  beautiful  toilet 
articles,  so  well  arranged  that  they  seem  rather  placed 
there  for  ornament  than  for  sale.  In  the  centre  are  a  read- 
ing-table and  lamp,  the  latter  in  bronze,  and  shaped  like  an 
Oriental  vase. 

"  Beyond  the  enchanted  region  of  the  ladies'  parlour  is 
the  package  department. 

"  Beyond  this  department  comes  the  office,  3.  large  room, 
filled  with  desks,  and  having  at  its  extremity  two  retreats, 
one  bearing  the  title  '  Editorial,'  the  other  the  '  Commo- 
dore's Sanctum.'  Along  the  entire  length  of  the  room  is  a 
rack  of  a  thousand  pigeon  holes,  which  contain  papers 
which  have  editorials  about  Dr.  Helmbold,  which  are  pre- 
served for  future  reference. 

"  The  Commodore's  Sanctum  is  for  the  doctor  himself, 
and  is  a  neat,  pretty  room,  but  perhaps  the  plainest  in  its 
furnishing  of  the  entire  establishment. 

«  Throughout  the  store  there  are  evidences  of  the  most 
lavish  expenditure,  controlled  by  excellent  taste,  and 
persons  who  visit  New  York  to  see  the  sights,  and  do  not 
see  this  establishment,  have  failed  to  see  the  first  sight  in 
the  city." 


QUACKERY. 


AT  a  meeting  of  the  Scottish  Trade  Protection  Society,  Mr. 
David  Dickson,  the  Chairman  of  the  Society,  expressed 
a  hope  that  "  the  day  would  come  when  swindlers  would  be  as 
completely  extinct  as  other  wolves  had  become."  He  was 
obliged  to  add,  however,  that  the  day  had  not  yet  come. 
The  swindlers  the  Society  had  now  to  look  after,  said  Mr. 
Dickson,  were  chiefly  in  England,  or  wrote  their  orders 
from  England.  Advertisements  appeared  offering  for  the 
payment  of  a  few  shillings  in  postage  stamps  to  put  people 
up  to  a  plan  for  making  their  fortunes  at  once.  A  respect- 
able firm  was  lately  applied  to  "by  a  party  at  a  distance" 
to  print  the  following  circular: — 

"  Glasgow  (date)  ...  Sir,— The  means  by  which  I 
propose  to  enable  you  to  increase  your  fortune  (if  desirable) 
is  simple  and  efficacious,  and  in  order  to  fully  attain  the 
object  for  which  you  have  favoured  me  with  a  communica- 
tion I  would  impress  on  you  the  necessity  of  strict  attention 
to  the  following  remarks : — 1st.  As  a  preliminary  necessity, 
you  proceed  to  engage  an  office  in  town  and  advertise  your- 
self as  a  quack  doctor,  stating  in  the  same  that  you  will 
protect  them  from  death,  decay,  etc.,  i.e.,  your  applicants. 
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2nd.  No  doubt  many  applicants  (male  and  female)  will  apply, 
and  you  send  a  note  in  return  statins  on  receipt  of  £1  10s. 
for  medicines,  etc.,  every  requisite  shall  be  sent.  3rd.  After 
they  have  sent  the  money,  you  send  them  in  return  a  box  of 
pills  and  a  bottle  of  some  cheap  stuff  that  will  purge  them 
well.  In  conclusion,  I  would  impress  on  you  the  necessity  of 
implicitly  following  my  instructions,  as  a  deviation  from  them 
•would  be  likely  to  produce  a  failure.  A  female  can  adopt  an 
assumed  name.  Trusting  to  be  favoured  with  a  word  report- 
ing progress  you  have  made,  I  am,  yours,  etc." 

The  respectable  firm  declined  to  print  this  circular,  but 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  "  the  party  at  a  distance"  got  it 
printed  somewhere,  and  that  the  kind  hints  contained  in  it, 
as  well  as  the  medicines  referred  to,  are  being  taken  freely, 
with  the  happiest  results. 

Two  correspondents  have  sent  us  particulars  of  an  advertising 
swindle  which  combines  blasphemy  with  impudent  rascality. 
The  plan  is  to  insert  in  provincial  papers  an  advertisement 
similar  to  the  following  : — 

*•  Ho,  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he 
that  hath  no  money;  come  ye,  buy,  and  eat ;  yea,  come, 
huy  wine  and  milk  without  money  and  without  price." — 
Isaiah  It.  1.   

CONSUMPTION,    ASTHMA,  BRONCHIAL 
DISEASES,    STOMACH   AND    LIVER  COM- 
PLAINTS,  CURED  GRATIS  !  !  ! 

"  No  money,  stamps,  or  any  equivalent  whatever  accepted. 
As  effectually  as  water  quenches  thirst,  so  can  these  diseases 
be  eradicated  by  the  RECIPE  which  will  be  forwarded  on 

receipt  of  stamped  envelope. —Address,  Rev.  , 

Manchester." 

The  reply  sent  to  any  one  foolish  enough  to  write  is  the 
following  circular : — 

''RECIPE   FOR   THE    CURE    OF  CONSUMPTION, 

ASTHMA,   BRONCHIAL  AFFECTIONS,   HEART  DISEASES, 
STOMACH  AND  LIVER  COMFLAINTS. 

''Enclosed  are  Three  Drachms  of  the  Powdered  Anaracah  Root. 

Powdered  Anaracah  Root  ....  Three  Drachms. 

Sulphate  of  Quinine   One  Drachm. 

Extract  of  Podofhyllin  One  Drachm. 

"  Persons  requiring  this  remedy  are  strongly  recommended 
to  purchase  the  ingredients  and  prepare  them  at  home,  and 
in  no  case  entrust  to  a  druggist  the  duty  of  compounding 
them,  the  interests  of  druggists  being  so  closely  identified 
with  the  allopathic  system  of  Latin  prescriptions  and 
mysterious  designations  of  the  simplest  articles,  is  naturally 
opposed  to  the  present  Medical  Reform  Movement,  which 
has  for  one  of  its  objects  the  calling  of  things  by  their  right 
(English)  names  ;  and  great  disappointment  has  been  fre- 
quently felt  by  those  who,  disregarding  this  advice,  and 
having  confidence  in  dispensing  chemists,  have  confided  the 
preparation  to  them,  which  has  often  resulted  in  the  substi- 
tution of  very  inferior,  and  not  unfrequently,  of  mineral  and 
other  deleterious  ingredients. 

"  The  Anaracah  Root  (the  Medical  qualities  of  which  were 
discovered  by  Professor  Wilson,  the  great  American  Botanist) 
having  recently  been  introduced  into  England,  is  not  kept  by 
any  Druggist;  not  having  a  distinctive  name  in  Botany,  and 
not  being  at  present  obtainable  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
Society  have  procured  a  quantity  direct  from  America,  for 
gratuitous  distribution. 

"  Make  the  mass  into  2-grain  pills.  Take  three  pills  every 
night  and  morning.  In  very  obstinate  cases  four  may  be 
necessary.  After  the  first  or  second  dose,  the  patient  will  be 
able  to  regulate  the  quantity.  The  use  of  these  pills,  how- 
ever, properly  prepared,  will  never  become  habitual,  as  the 
longer  they  are  taken  the  less  they  are  required.  They  never 
produce  sickness  or  otherwise  disagree  with  the  most  sensitive 
or  debilitated  patient.  No  deviation  from  the  ordinary  diet  is 
necessary. 

"  The  cost  of  the  Quinine  and  Podophyllin  should  not  be 
more  that  2s.  8d. 

"N.B. — It  is  hoped  that  persons  whose  health  may  be 
improved  will  communicate  the  same,  with  particulars  of  the 
case,  which  is  all  that  is  required  in  return  for  this  invaluable 
recipe,  and  which  will  enable  the  Society  to  give  an  impetus 
to  the  present  movement  in  favour  of  Medical  Reform." 


The  three  drachms  of  Anaracah  Root  do  not  come,  but 
a  small  slip  is  enclosed  in  explanation  of  its  absence.  It 
gives  the  following  notice  : — 

"  In  consequence  of  the  immense  number  of  applications, 
the  stock  of  Anaracah  Root  is  exhausted.  The  Society  have 
a  quantity  of  the  Pills  on  hand  ;  parties,  therefore,  who  wish 
to  try  the  remedy,  should  at  once  write  to  the  Secretary, 
enclosing  a  directed  envelope,  with  two  stamps  thereon,  and 
they  will  receive  a  box  of  the  Pills  by  return  of  post ;  and  it 
may  be  here  stated  that  a  box  containing  sixty  Pills  costs 
about  2s.  8d.,  which  sum  might  be  sent  in  postage  stamps." 

These  tricks  are  stupid  enough,  we  know ;  but,  seeing 
that  they  evidently  continue  to  be  profitable,  it  is  right  that 
attention  should  be  called  to  them  from  time  to  time,  in  the 
hope  that  the  more  intelligent  portion  of  the  community  will 
be  able  to  gradually  enlighten  their  more  ignorant  contem- 
poraries. 


THE  OPIUM  TRADE. 


THE  Consular  Reports  from  China  for  1869,  which  have 
been  issued,  stite  that  the  consumption  of  opium  in  that 
Empire  increases  steadily.  The  question  how  far  the  native 
opium  is  likely  to  supersede  Indian  is  one  of  great  commercial 
importance.  It  is  thought  that,  from  its  superior  qualities, 
Indian  opium  will,  probably,  to  the  point  it  has  reached,  about 
76,000  chests,  hold  its  own  as  an  article  of  luxury.  The 
native-grown  drug  has  neither  the  strength  nor  the  flavour  of 
the  imported,  but  the  greater  cheapness  of  the  indigenous  pro- 
duct enables  it  to  displace  the  foreigner  in  various  inland 
opium  markets.  The  British  Consul  at  Canton  states  that  the 
difference  in  price  averages  40  per  cent.  He  observes  : — 
"1,100  piculs  of  opium  paid  duty  here  in  1869,  being  about 
8  per  cent,  of  the  quantity  which,  if  not  actually  smuggled,  is 
at  least  brought  in  surreptitiously."  The  Cousul  at  Foo- 
chow-foo  states  that  the  white  poppy  is  cultivated  in  the  pre- 
fecture of  Wen-chow-foo  with  great  success,  and  is  smuggled 
piecemeal  into  Foo-chow-foo  in  consequence  of  the  Govern- 
ment prohibition  of  it ;  it  is  much  used  for  mixing  with  the 
stronger  Bengal  kinds.  The  delegates  of  the  Shanghai  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  who  went  up  the  Yang-tze  in  1869,  found 
opium  grown  over  a  very  large  area  in  the  provinces  of 
Szechuen,  Yunnan,  and  Kweichow.  There,  the  executive 
authorities  shut  their  eyes  to  the  existence  of  the  plant,  and 
the  white  poppy-fields  may  be  seen  on  the  most  conspicuous 
places  in  the  great  river  route,  while  the  cultivation  of  it  is 
nominally  punishable  with  death.  Duties  are  levied  upon  it, 
and  establishments  tor  the  control  of  the  trade  in  it  are  specially 
licensed  by  the  authorities.  The  delegates  stated  that  the 
popular  belief  is,  that  four  men  in  every  five  smoke,  and  one- 
half  of  the  women.  Szechuen  sells  opium  to  the  natives  of 
other  provinces  to  the  value  of  at  least  three  million  taels 
annually.  Mr.  Morgan,  the  British  Consul  at  Tien-tsin, 
suggests  that  measures  might  be  taken  in  India  with  a 
view  to  check  the  increasing  production  of  the  native 
drug  in  China.  The  Bombay  merchant,  before  taking 
the  Malwa  opium  to  Bombay  from  the  hand  of  the  packer, 
has  to  procure  a  pass  from  the  Government  Treasury,  costing 
600  rupees  per  chest,  which  pass  frees  the  opium  from  further 
taxation  in  transit.  The  Consul  remarks  that  if  the  transit 
duty  were  lowered,  the  China  market  could  be  supplied  with 
Malwa  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  that  this  would  cause  such  an 
increased  demand  for  it  in  those  parts  of  China  in  which  the 
taste  for  Indian  opium  still  predominates  that  the  Indian 
Government  would  probably  gain  more  revenue  by  the  lower 
rate  on  the  larger  quantity  than  from  the  present  higher  rate 
on  the  smaller  quantity.  The  Bengal  drug  (Patna  and 
Benares)  is  cultivated  entirely  by  the  Government  itself,  and 
is  sold  by  auction  at  Calcutta  in  lots  of  five  chests,  with 
liberty  to  the  buyer,  on  the  fall  of  the  hammer,  to  take  suc- 
ceeding lots  at  the  same  rate.  The  auctions  are  monthly ;  a 
minimum  limit  of  400  rupees  per  chest,  being  the  supposed 
cost,  is  placed  on  the  drug,  and  all  beyond  is  profit  to  the 
Government.  The  crop  is  apportioned  in  equal  quantities  to 
each  monthly  sale,  and  the  quantity  offered  for  competition 
is  in  a  great  measure  regulated  by  the  demand  in  the  markets 
of  China.  No  private  individual  is  allowed  to  store  opium  ; 
when  a  buyer  wishes  to  export  his  purchases,  they  are  shipped 
for  him  by  the  Government  agent.  It  is  suggested  that  if 
larger  quantities  were  offered  at  the   monthly  sales,  the 
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Government  would  derive  largor  actual,  though  smaller 
relative  profits,  from  the  greater  quantities  sold,  and  these 
purchasers  also  could  allbrd  to  sell  their  opium  cheaper  in 
China,  and  would  thus  compete  on  more  equal  terms  with 
Chinese  producers.  The  Consul  is  careful  to  add  that  he 
makes  these  suggestions  solely  with  a  view  to  the  question 
of  finance.  He  considers  the  treatment  of  the  subject  in  its 
moral  bearings  out  of  place  in  a  trade  report.  But  he  ob- 
serves that  it  might  be  argued  with  much  force  that  the  un- 
productive consumption  of  opium  ir.  China  diminishes  the 
wealth  of  the  people,  and  thereby  prevents  their  purchasing 
such  a  quantity  of  our  manufactures  as  they  might  otherwise 
be  able  to  consume. 


NEW  SYRUP  PUMP. 


THE  accompanying  drawing  is  of  a  newly-invented  appa- 
ratus for  adding  syrups  to  aerated  waters  in  the  manu- 
facture of  lemonade,  etc.  Messrs.  Dows,  Clark,  and  Co.,  of 
Chandos-street,  Strand,  are  the  patentees.  They  arrange  a  very 
compact  bottling  apparatus  which  combines  several  improve- 
ments, and  when  this  syrup  pump  is  also  attached,  the  whole 
processes  of  filling,  corking,  and  securing  the  cork  are  accom- 
plished with  but  one  or  two  movements.  The  following  is 
the  description  of  the  syrup  pump  :— a  is  the  body  of  pump, 
■which  is  constructed  on  the  diaphragm  principle  ;  b  is  the 
handle  ;  c  is  a  cock  to  allow  the  flow  of  syrup  into  the 
pump  j  d  is  a  pipe  leading  to  the  Byrup  reservoir  ;  e  is  a 


wheel  which  works  a  valve  and  permits  the  flow  of  the 
aerated  water ;  f  is  a  pipe  leading  to  the  aerated  water  reservoir 
or  cylinder ;  and  o  is  the  connection  joining  on  to  the 
bottling  machine  or  syphon  filler.  To  work  the  pump  the 
operator  proceeds  as  follows  : — He  raises  the  handle,  i>,  which 
allows  the  syrup  to  pass  through  a  valve  in  the  diaphragm 
into  the  lower  part  of  the  body  of  pump,  a;  then,  bringing 
the  handle  down,  the  syrup  is  forced  through  the  passage,  g, 
into  the  bottle  or  syphon.  He  then  turns  on  the  aerated 
•water  by  means  of  the  wheel,  e,  and  the  bottle  is  at  once 
filled.  The  pumps  are  made  to  deliver  any  quantity  of 
syrup  desired  from  half  an  ounce  upwards. 


ALCOHOLIC  SOLUTION  OF  SULPHUROUS  ACID. 


WniLE  the  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  various  disin- 
fectants now  in  the  market  is  before  the  public,  Messrs. 
Herrings  &  Co.,  the  wholesale  druggists,  have  introduced 


sulphurous  acid  in  a  new  form,  which  is  likely  to  render  that 
agent  in  some  cases  much  more  eacity  und  effectively  applied. 

The  solution  which  they  now  introduce  is  produced  by 
passing  sulphurous  anhydride  in  a  purified  state  into  alcohol 
(90  per  cent.),  until  one  volume  contains  one  hundred  volumes 
of  the  gas,  or  27'2  per  cent,  by  weight. 

Such  solution  is  at  least  ten  limes  as  powerful  as  the  ordi- 
nary sulphurous  acid  of  commerce,  and  upwards  of  fioe  times 
the  strength  of  the  recognized  officinal  solution  now  used  in 
medicine. 

The  rapid  evaporation  of  this  alcoholic  solution  upon  ex- 
posure to  air,  and  consequent  disengagement  of  one  hundred 
times  its  volume  of  the  powerful  reducing  agent  with  which 
it  is  saturated,  will  doubtless  ensure  for  it  a  trial  in  many 
cases  in  which  the  use  of  powerful  disinfectants  Is  found  to  be 
necessary. 

The  alcoholic  solution  is  a  perfectly  clear  liquid,  but  Its 
highly-saturated  strength  gives  it  an  almost  suffocating  odour. 
The  healthy  and  remedial  nature  of  sulphur  has  had  many 
■warm  advocates,  but  we  doubt  if  it  is  yet  sufficiently  ac- 
knowledged.   

Just  as  we  go  to  press  we  receive  samples  of  "  Saccharated 
Alcoholic  Extracts"  from  Messrs.  Leath  and  Ross.  We  are- 
compelled  to  delay  our  notice  of  them  until  next  month. 

THE  PROGRESS  OF  MEDICINE.* 


WE  scarcely  hesitate  to  describe  this  work  of  Dr  DobeU's 
as  one  of  the  most  importantmedicalpublicationsof  the 
year.  This  is  the  second  year  of  it*  appearance,  and  though 
it  would  be  no  small  compliment  to  say  that  the  second  is  an 
improvement  on  the  first  volume,  we  can  safely  say  that 
and  more.  We  can  say  that  as  a  year-book  of  medicine  it 
would  be  a  most  creditable  work  for  the  British  Medical 
Association  or  any  other  corporation ;  therefore,  as  the 
compilation  of  an  individual  physician  who  in  the  intervals 
of  a  large  practice  has  organized  a  plan,  the  result  of  which 
is  now  before  us,  it  is  not  only  creditable — it  is  most  honour- 
able. The  editor  seems  to  have  been  most  fortunate  with  his 
contributors.  These  are  necessarily  very  numerous,  and  in 
nearly  all  instances  they  seem  to  have  most  ably  covered 
the  ground  respectively  allotted  to  them.  The  book  is 
throughout  an  excellent  model  of  precis  writing.  About  a 
third  of  it  is  occupied  with  reports  on  the  various  depart- 
ments of  medical  science  obtained  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
In  order  to  show  how  well  the  work  has  been  devised  and 
given  out,  we  will  run  through  their  pages.  Dr.  Singleton 
Smith  has  summarised  the  year's  results  in  Anatomy  and 
Physiology ;  Chemistry  (Medical)  has  been  entrusted  to 
C.  Meymott  Tidy,  M.B.  (whose  labour  we  venture  to  think 
is  hardly  up  to  the  level  of  the  majority  of  the  other 
contributors) ;  Etiology  is  reported  by  John  C.  Fish,  M.D. ; 
Hygiene  by  Dr.  Charles  A.  Cameron,  who  takes  that  part  of 
the  subject  which  relates  to  public  health,  and  includes  in 
his  summary  a  refutation  of  certain  of  Mr.  Gibb's  anti- 
vaccination  statistics;  and  by  Dr.  R.  Farquharson,  of  Rugby 
School,  who  enters  somewhat  fully  into  the  questions  of  diet, 
clothing,  and  regimen.  Dr.  W.  W.  Ireland  contributes 
analyses  of  various  essays  relating  to  the  Prevention  of 
Disease ;  Dr.  Balthazar  Foster  takes  charge  of  Diagnosis ; 
Dr.  D.  J.  Brakenridgc  classifies  and  condenses  the  most 
important  experimental  essays  on  the  Management  and  Treat- 
ment of  Diseases ;  R.  Brudenell  Carter  on  Ophthalmology;  and 
Dr.  T.  M.  Madden  on  Midwifery.  We  find  ourselves  more  at 
home  in  the  next  two  sections,  where  Dr.  Adolphe  Wahltuch 
and  Mr.  P.  W.  Squire  report  respectively  on  Materia  Medica 
and  Pharmacy.  These  two  contributions  seem  rather 
unnecessarily  condensed.    Dr.  Percy  Leslie  winds  up  with 


*  Dr.  Dobsll's  "Roports  on  tho  Trogrosa  of  Practical  aud  Scientific 
Medicine  iu  Dlfforout  Parts  of  tho  World."  Vol.  II ,  June,  18(59,  to  June, 
1870.   Loudon  :  Longmans. 
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a  review  of  Hospitals,  Infirmaries,  and  Dispensaries.  We  add 
no  comment  to  the  outline  of  the'work  which  we  have  here 
given  as  that  included  in  the  division  of  the  United  Kingdom 
alone. 

The  foreign  reports  are  of  course  less  elaborate,  each  being 
the  work  of  one  writer  who  has  sent  his  manuscript  from 
the  field  of  his  survey.  Some  of  these  have  had  to  be 
translated.  In  the  present  volume  are  reports  from  America, 
Australia,  California,  China,  Prance,  Germany,  Iceland, 
India,  Italy,  Java,  Newfoundland,  New  Zealand,  Portugal, 
Prince  Edward's  Island,  Shetland  Isles,  and  Turkey.  In  his 
preface,  Dr.  Dobell  directs  special  attention  to  one  of  these 
reports  in  a  paragraph,  which  we  quote  with  much  pleasure, 
as  it  exhibits  to  us  the  god-delighting  vision  of  a  good  man 
struggling  with  adversity.  "  At  any  other  time,"  says  the 
editor,  "it  might  be  invidious  to  point  out  one  contributor 
for  special  mention,  but  I  feel  sure  that  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  this  eventful  year,  all  my  coadjutors  will 
join  with  me  in  offering  special  thanks  to  Professor  Villemin, 
who,  with  the  Hospital  of  Val  de  Grace  full  of  wounded,  and 
Burronnded  by  every  kind  of  distraction,  punctually  performed 
his  promised  task,  and  safely  transmitted  his  report  for  the 
benefit  of  his  profession."  The  report  alluded  to  is  a  most 
able  and  comprehensive  one.  Singularly  enough  the  war, 
which  has  not  in  the  least  degree  contracted  the  very 
excellent  reports  sent  in  by  representatives  of  both  of  the 
lately  contending  nations,  has  occasioned  an  incompleteness 
in  that  of  America,  Dr.  Napheys,  of  Philadelphia,  who  had 
undertaken  an  important  part  of  that  report,  having  strayed 
into  Paris  where  he  was  "  unfortunately  detained."  The 
reports  from  China  and  Turkey  are  very  interesting, 
especially  the  latter,  the  first  being  evidently  but  a  hurried 
note. 

We  do  not  consider  ourselves  competent  to  criticise  this 
work  in  detail,  but  our  examination  of.  it  has  convinced  us 
that,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  in  one  volume,  we  have  here  a 
faithful  reflex  of  the  woild's  advance  in  medical  knowledge. 
It  is  not  possible  to  say  more  than  this  to  justify  our  open- 
ing sentence.  At  first  sight  we  were  disposed  to  suggest 
that  something  might  have  been  done  in  the  way  of 
arranging  the  book  under  subjects  rather  than  in  countries. 
This  would,  we  thought,  have  given  it  a  more  practically 
useful  character,  and  would  have  spared  what  has  sometimes 
occurred  in  its  pages,  the  repetition  of  the  same  article  by 
different  writers.  But  a  little  reflection  shows  that  had 
such  a  course  been  pursued,  the  book  would  have  lost  much 
of  its  present  attractiveness  in  the  features  of  freshness  and 
variety,  and  all  that  would  have  been  gained  is  amply 
compensated  for  by  the  addition  of  a  splendid  index.  We 
hope  Dr.  Dobell  will  superintend  the  compilation  of  many 
more  of  these  annuals,  and  that  the  next  generation  will  be 
as  fortunate  as  ourselves  in  getting  medical  literary  work 
performed  so  thoroughly. 
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Respecting  this,  the  Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Journal  has 
the  following : — 

"This  useful  little  annual  has  just  reached  us,  and,  we 
must  say,  is  a  great  improvement  on  its  predecessor  of  last 
year.  Not  that  the  former  edition  was  to  be  at  all  found 
fault  with— quite  the  contrary;  but  experience  has  given 
rise  to  useful  additions,  not  the  least  of  which  is  that  of 
embodying  with  the  calendar  sufficient  space  for  keeping  a 
diary.  We  notice  a  very  interesting  and  complete  review 
of  the '  Progress  of  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry,'  by  Professor 
Attfield  ;  and  a  comprehensive,  though  condensed  paper,  by 
Mr.  Tilden,  on  the  'Gravimetric  Tests  of  the  Pharmacopcoia.' 
Mr.  Rich  contributes  an  exhaustive  and  lengthy  paper — 
extending  over  thirty  pages— on  'Chemical Tests  for  Medici- 
nal Articles.'  This  is  calculated  to  be  of  great  use  to  the 
druggist,  as  it  embraces  nearly,  if  not  all,  the  articles  to  be 
found  in  the  shop,  and  contains  an  amount  of  information 
brought  within  a  small  compass  which  it  would  be 
impossible  to  obtain  without  having  recourse  to  a  large 
number  of  works.  In  addition  to  these  more  lengthy 
articles,  the  Almanac  contains  an  infinite  number  of  items 
of  importance  and  interest.  " 


COMPENDIA. 


Two  new  books  reached  us  on  the  same  day,  one  entitled 
a  "Compend,"  the  other  a  "Compendium."  The  former, 
as  might  be  supposed  from  its  abbreviated  name,  had  crossed 
the  Atlantic ;  the  other  was  a  London  product.  We  have 
no  other  reason  than  this  partial  coincidence  of  titles  for 
coupling  these  two  works. 

The  first*  is  an  extremely  well  got-up  trade  advertise- 
ment. It  is  published  by  Messrs.  Hance  Brothers  and  White, 
of  Philadelphia.  This  firm  manufactures  concentrated 
pharmaceutical  preparations,  and  Mr.  Hance  has  compiled 
the  "  Compend,"  showing  the  doses  of  the  fluid  extracts, 
and  giving  formulas  for  preparing  from  them  the  tinctures, 
syrups,  and  infusions  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia. 
That  is  a  kind  of  pharmacy  very  prevalent  in  America,  but 
under  present  circumstances  we  can  see  b'ut  very  little  use 
for  Mr.  Hance's  elegant  little  work  in  England. 

Mr.  Jones  Owen's  little  work  f  is  a  very  useful  compilation 
of  practical  recipes,  all  more  or  less  useful  to  chemists  and 
druggists.  In  the  selection  of  these  Mr.  O  wen  has  evidently 
kept  especially  in  view  the  importance  of  presenting  those 
of  modern  origin,  such  as,  for  example,  the  preparations  of 
chloral  hydrate,  of  pepsine,  and  other  fashionable  remedies, 
together  with  a  large  number  of  the  little  miscellaneous 
items  which  crop  up  in  the  periodical  literature  of  the  trade, 
and  which,  not  being  noted  at  the  time,  are  so  frequently 
not  to  be  found  when  wanted.  Pharmaceutists  who  will 
not  take  the  trouble  to  follow  Captain  Cuttle's  excellent 
advice  ought  to  be  very  grateful  to  such  an  industrious 
compiler  as  Mr.  Owen  for  rescuing  this  multitude  of  formulae 
from  oblivion,  and  offering  it  to  them  in  alphabetical  order. 
But  in  this  case,  also,  though  perhaps  etymologically  correct, 
the  word  "compendium"  seems  a  little  too  ambitious.  It 
contains  rather  more  than  100  pages,  and  comprises  some 
600  or  700  formulas  of  more  or  less  general  value.  As  a 
supplement  to  the  older  and  bigger  books  of  a  somewhat 
similar  character,  it  will  prove  a  useful  addition  to  the 
chemist's  shop  library. 


DIRECTORIES. 


We  have  been  favoured  with  copies  of  two  new  ventures 
in  directory  compilation  upon  which  we  may,  for  the  sake 
of  variety,  discourse  to  the  extent  of  a  short  paragraph. 
The  first  %  is  issued  by  Messrs.  Collingridge,  the  publishers 
of  the  City  Press.  To  these  gentlemen  Temple  Bar  and 
Aldgate  Pump  are  sacred  barriers,  and  it  has  been  remarked 
that  an  earthquake  on  the  other  side  of  either  would  be 
utterly  disregarded  by  them.  But  within  these  limits  they 
are  undoubtedly  "  at  home."  We  introduce  them  in  this 
manner  in  order  to  show  how  appropriate  it  is  for  them  to 
bring  out  a  "  City  of  London  Directory."  Whether  to  the 
commercial  world,  a  directory  which  covers  such  a  sharply- 
bounded  area  will  be  of  real  service,  is  a  question  the  reply  to 
which  the  publishers  will  discover  from  the  demand ;  but  the 
plan  certainly  seems  to  us  too  limited  to  allow  of  serious  com- 
petition with  the  old-established  works  of  Messrs.  Kelly.  In 
making  a  few  references,  we  find  too  large  a  proportion  of 
errors.  This  is  doubtless  excusable  in  a  work  of  this  character, 
but  it  is  damaging  nevertheless.  For  its  mass  of  City  informa- 
tion, however,  which  can  be  obtained  in  no  other  volume, 
the  new  directory  is  doubtless  very  valuable,  and  we  may 
mention,  that  a  new  idea  has  been  partially  worked  out 
by  giving  the  names  of  the  various  partners  in  firms  as  well 
as  the  names  of  the  firms  themselves.  This,  however,  we 
think,  would  have  been  far  more  useful  if  the  names  of 
partners  had  immediately  followed  the  title  of  the  firm  and 
not  been  scattered  through  the  book  in  pursuance  of  alpha- 
betical order.  We  are  informed  that  in  the  City  of  London 
there  are  31,685  firms  divided  among  909  trades  or  professions 
and  in  the  same  district  there  are  over  a  thousand  streets 
and  courts.  We  may  add  that  these  are  all  very  distinctly 
portrayed  on  an  excellent  map,  which  shows  also  the 
parishes  and  wards  into  which  the  City  is  divided. 

*  "Physicians'  Medical  Compend  and  Pharmaceutical  Formula)."  Com- 
piled by  EuwAni)  H.  Hance.    Philadelphia:  Hanco  Urothers  and  White. 

t  "The  Chum ist.V  and  Druggists'  Compendium."  By  U.  Jones  Owen, 
author  of  "  Tho  Practice  of  Perfumery,"  etc.    London  :  H.  J.  Wicks. 

t  "The  City  of  London  Directory  for  1871."  London  :  W.  If.  and  L. 
Collingridge. 
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The  other  directory  before  us*  is  a  much  Binaller  publica- 
tion, and  is  merely  an  enumeration  of  the  London  newspapers, 
magazines,  reviews,  etc.  These,  however,  are  very  carefully 
arranged  and  cluosified,  and  their  distinctive  features 
concisely  pointod  out.  There  are  now  issued  in  London,  we 
are  told,  316  newspapers  and  473  other  periodical  publica- 
tions. Of  the  newspapers  the  compiler  tolls  us  that  30  use  the 
word  Gnzctte  as  a  part  of  their  title,  28  are  called  Journals, 
25  News,  22  Times,  15  Chronicle,  and  15  Eeview.  The  Press 
Directory  is  sold  for  a  shilling. 


IL  orncr  for  j&xtirmts, 

CONDUCTED  BY  RICHARD  J.  MOSS,  P.C.S. 

Tho  chemical  formulto  employed  in  this  section  aro  based  upon  the  now 
system  of  atomic  weights,  unless  the  uro  of  the  older  system  is  specially 
indicated.  In  tho  JirUisJi  Pharmacopoeia  tho  symbols  corresponding  to 
thoso  adopted  hero  are  printed  in  heavy  Clarendon  typo.  The  new 
editions  of  Fownos's  Manual  of  Chemistry,  and  Attfiold's  Chemistry: 
General,  Medical,  and  Pharmaceutical,  supply  the  data  required  for  calcu- 
lation, and  are  recommended  as  text-books. 

QUESTIONS. 

First  Division. 

I.  Quantitative  Analysis. — A  mixture  of  sodium  and 
potassium  chlorides,  weighing  3  6132  grammes,  gave  with 
tilver  nitrate  a  precipitate  which  weighed  8-2133  grammes. 
What  weight  of  sodium  chloride  was  there  in  the  mixture  ? 

II.  Aciduji  Sulphurosum,  B.P. — The  specific  gravity  of 
this  solution  is  1-04,  and  34-7  grains  of  it  mixed  with  an 
ounce  of  distilled  water  and  a  little  mucilage  of  starch  do 
not  acquire  a  permanent  blue  colour  with  the  volumetric 
solution  of  iodine  until  1,000  grain  measures  of  the  latter 
have  been  added;  100  cubic  inches  of  sulphur  dioxide  weigh 
68-69  grains  at  the  normal  temperature  and  pressure. 
What  is  the  theoretical  product,  in  fluid  ounces,  of  the 
officinal  process  for  the  preparation  of  this  solution,  and  how 
many  cubic  inches  of  sulphur  dioxide  does  it  contain  ? 

III.  Heat. — Define  specific  heat.  How  would  you 
determine  the  specific  heat  of  mercury  ? 

IV.  How  many  grammes  of  ammonium  nitrate  should  be 
decomposed  in  order  to  produce  the  quantity  of  nitrogen 
monoxide  at  750  m.m.  pressure  and  12°  C.  which  would 
fill  a  spherical  vessel  measuring  15  centimetres  in  internal 
diameter?  (A  litre  of  nitrogen  monoxide  weighs  -97172 
grammes  at  the  standard  temperature  and  pressure.) 

V.  Specific  Gravity. — A  piece  of  wood  weighing  5 
grammes  in  air  is  attached  to  a  copper  sinker  which  weighs 
15  grammes ;  the  united  mass  weighs  12-25  grammes  in 
water.  What  is  the  specific  gravity  of  the  wood,  that  of 
the  copper  being  8-96  ? 

Second  Division. 

I.  Quantitative  Analysis. — Twenty  parts  of  a  salt 
Consisting  of  iron,  phosphorus,  and  oxygen,  yielded,  on 
analysis,  10-527  parts  of  ferric  oxide  and  14-75  parts  of 
magnesium  pyrophosphate.  Required  the  formula  and 
name  of  the  salt  ? 

II.  SoD-a:  Bicarbonas,  B.P.— What  are  the  impurities 
which  the  officinal  tests  for  the  purity  of  this  substance  are 
intended  to  detect  ? 

III.  Thermometer. — A  thermometer  is  graduated  accord- 
ing to  three  different  systems  in  such  a  manner  that  212° 
Fahrenheit  is  exactly  six  inches  above  zero  of  the  same 
scale.  What  is  the  length  in  millimetres  of  the  space 
between  5°  Centigrade  and  38°  Eeaumur  ? 

IV.  Nitrogen  Dioxide. — How  many  grammes  of  nitric 
acid  containing  70  per  cent,  by  weight  of  real  acid,  and 
how  many  grammes  of  copper  are  required  for  the  produc- 
tion of  5  litres  of  nitrogen  dioxide  at  748  m.m.  pressure  and 
25°  C.  ?  (One  litre  of  nitrogen  dioxide  weighs  1-34343 
grammes  at  the  standard  temperature  and  pressure.) 

V.  Specific  Gravity.— How  much  is  gained  or  lost  by 
selling  5  gallons  of  almond  oil  at  15s.  per  gallon  instead  of 
Is.  6d.  per  pound?  (A  bottle  filled  with  this  oil  weighs 
217-6  grains,  filled  with  water  it  weighs  2318  grains,  and 
when  empty  54-37  grains.) 


A  N  S  W  E  E  S. 
First  Division. 

I.  Gas  Analysis. — The  formula  of  the  hydrocarbon  is 
CIL,  (Marsh  gas).  The  100  volumes  of  gas  which  left  no 
gaseous  residue  when  exploded  with  200  volumes  of  hydrogen 
consisted  of  oxygen  ;  we  have,  therefore,  100  volumes  of  the 
hydrocarbon  and  (300—100  =  )  200  volumes  of  oxygen 
producing  100  volumes  of  a  gas  absorbable  by  potassium 
hydrate.  This  gas  must  have  been  carbon  dioxide,  which 
contains  its  own  volume  of  oxygen ;  the  remaining  100 
volumes  of  oxygen  must  have  combined  with  200  volumes 
of  hydrogen  to  produce  water.  Now,  if  we  assume  that  the 
quantity  of  hydrocarbon  in  the  mixture  represents  one 
molecule,  it  contains  twice  its  volume  or  two  molecules  of 
hydrogen,  and  enough  carbon  to  produce  one  volume  or 
one  molecule  of  carbon  dioxide;  consequently  the  formula  of 
the  gas  is  CH4. 

II.  The  quantities  of  zinc  and  sulphuric  acid  required  are 
2449,556grammesand  3815-265  grammes  respectively.  Tofind 
the  capacity  of  the  sphere,  we  have  123  x  0-5230  =  904  7808 
litres.  As  a  litre  of  hydrogen  weighs  -0896  of  a  gramme  at 
the  normal  temperature  and  pressure,  its  weight  at  a 
pressure  of  748  m.m.  and  a  temperature  of  10°  C.  is  found 
by  the  following  proportion  : — 


273 


760 
+  16 


748  1 
273  /  " 


0-0896  :  x  .-.  x  =  0-0833. 


should   be    employed  is 


3815-265 
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The  weight  of  hydrogen  required  to  fill  the  sphere  is,  there- 
fore, (904-7808  x  0-0833  =)  75  3709  grammes.  As  one 
equivalent  of  zinc  (65)  and  one  of  sulphuric  acid  (98)  yield 
two  equivalents  of  hydrogen  (2),  the  quantity  of  zinc 
required  is  found  by  the  proportion : — 

2  :  75-3709  =  65  :  x  .:  x  =  2449-556. 

In  a  similar  manner  the  quantity  of  sulphuric  acid  required 
is  found  to  be  3693-1768  grammes,  but  as  the  officinal  acid 
contains  96-8  per  cent,  of  real  acid,  the  weight  of  it  which 

/3693  1768  x  100 
\  96  8 

grammes. 

III.  Hydrargyri  Sulphas. — In  the  preparation  of  this 
substance  by  the  officinal  process  there  is  enough  sulphur 
dioxide  evolved  to  produce  5-493  fluid  ounces  of  sulphuric 
acid.  The  reaction  which  takes  place  may  be  thus 
represented : — 

Hg  +  2H2S04  =  HgS04  +  SO,  +  2H20. 

According  to  this  equation,  an  equivalent  of  mercury  (200) 
liberates  one  molecule  of  sulphur  dioxide,  which  is  equivalent 
to  a  molecule  of  sulphuric  acid  (98),  therefore  20  ounces  of 
mercury  should  produce  enough  sulphur  dioxide  to  yield  9-8 

ounces  of  sulphuric  acid,  or  f  — — - — ^9=^  10-124  ounces 
r  \     96-8   •  / 

of  officinal  acid  containing  96-8  per  cent,  of  real  acid,  a 

quantity   which  would   measure  =  \  5-4932  fluid 

\  1*843  / 

ounces,  its  specific  gravity  being  1  843. 

IV.  Volumetric  Solution  of  Bichromate  of  Potash, 
B.P. — The  sample  of  crystallized  ferrous  sulphate  contains 
5-381  per  cent,  of  impurity.  The  following  equation 
represents  the  oxidation  of  ferrous  sulphate  by  potassium 
bichromate : — 

K,Cv207  +  7H2S04  +  6FeS04  = 
K2S04  +  Cv23S04  +  7H..0  +  3  (Fe,3S04). 

One  molecule  of  potassium  bichromate  (295)  is  engaged  in 
the  conversion  of  six  molecules  of  the  ferrous  into  three  of 
ferric  salt,  but  six  molecules  of  crystallized  ferrous  sulphate 
(FeS04.7H2O)  weigh  1068.  The  volumetric  solution  con- 
tains 2J3  of  the  molecular  weight  of  the  salt  in  grammes 
in  every  100  c.c. ;  consequently  this  quantity  of  the  solution 

is  equivalent  to  (^^^=  )  8-34  grammes  of  ferrous  sulphate, 

/8*34  x  3*>  \ 

and  35  c.c.  would  indicate  the  presence  of  (  _  =  \ 

2-919grammesin  the  sample,  the  remainder  (3  085  —  2  919  =) 

0166  grammes,  or         f-  -*-i°°-=>)  5-381  per  cent,  being 
\      3-085  / 

impurity. 


March  15, 1S71.J 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DEUGGIST. 


85 


V.   Specific  Gravity. — The    specific    gravity   of  the 
mixture  is  1-10923,  according  to  the  following  formula  :— 
4  x  1-4  +  9  x  -98 


4+9 


'=  1  0923. 


Second  Division. 

L  Hydrocarbon.— The  formula  of  the  gaa  is  C2Hi 
(defiant  gaa).  The  two  volumes  of  gas  produced  by  the 
explosion  must  have  been  carbon  dioxide,  as  they  were 
entirely  absorbed  by  potassium  hydrate ;  to  produce  these 
two  volumes  of  oxygen  would  be  required,  so  that  the 
remaining  volume  of  oxygen  must  have  combined  with  two 
volumes  of  hydrogen  to  form  water,  and  the  volume  of 
hydrocarbon,  which  we  may  treat  as  one  molecule,  contained 
two  volumes  or  two  molecules  of  hydrogen,  and  enough 
carbon  to  yield  two  molecules  of  carbon  dioxide;  the 
formula  of  the  gas  is  therefore  C2HV  Ethene  or  olefiant  gas 
is  readily  prepared  by  heating  strong  spirit  of  wine  with 
five  or  six  times  its  weight  of  oil  of  vitriol ;  when  the  mixture 
begins  to  blacken  this  gas  is  liberated  mixed  with  carbon 
dioxide,  sulphur  dioxide,  and  ether  vapour.  By  passing  the 
mixed  gases  through  a  solution  of  potassium  hydrate,  and 
afterwards  through  sulphuric  acid,  the  ethene  is  obtained 
nearly  pure;  the  carbon  and  sulphur  dioxides  being 
absorbed  by  the  solution  of  potassium  hydrate  and  the 
ether  vapour  by  the  sulphuric  acid. 

II.  Oxygen. — The  quantity  of  oxygen  which  may  be 
obtained  from  5  grammes  of  each  of  the  substances  named 
is  as  follows  : — Mercuric  oxide  0*259  litre,  potassium  chlorate 
1370  litre,  manganese  dioxide  0-429  litre.  Mercuric  oxide 
(HgO  =  216)  yields  up  all  its  oxygen  when  heated,  and  as 

(16  \ 
_  =  )  11-1866  litres, 
1-43028    /  ' 

we  should  obtain  this  quantity  by  the  decomposition  of  216 
grammes  of  the  oxide,  therefore  the  product  of  5  grammes 
is  found  by  the  proportion : — 

216  :  5  =  11-1866  :  x  .-.  x  =  0-259. 
One  molecule  of  potassium  chlorate  (KC103  =  122-5)  yields 
three  times  as  much  oxygen  as  a  molecule  of  mercuric  oxide, 
or  (11-1866  x  3  =)  33-5598  litres ;  the  product  of  5  grammes 

/33-5598  x  5  \ 
V  122-5  / 
Manganese  dioxide  (MnO,  =  87)  yields  up  one-third  of  its 
oxygen  when  heated ;  consequently  three  molecules  of  this 
salt  yield  twice  as  much  oxygen  as  one  molecule  of  mercuric 
oxide,  or  (11-1866  x  2)  =  22-3732  litres,  therefore  5  grammes 

produce  (22'3732  x  5  =  )  0-429  litres. 
\     87  x  3  / 

III.  The  Atmosphere. — The  principal  constituents  of 
our  atmosphere  are  the  two  gases  oxygen  and  nitrogen 
mixed  in  the  proportion  of  about  21  per  cent,  of  the  former 
to  79  per  cent,  of  the  latter,  by  volume.  It  also  contains  a 
small  proportion  of  carbon  dioxide,  aqueous  vapour,  and 
ammonia.  Owing  to  the  diffusive  properties  of  gases,  in 
virtue  of  which  they  mix  with  one  another  with  a  rapidity 
proportional  to  their  densities,  the  relative  proportions  of 
oxygen  and  nitrogen  in  different  strata  of  the  atmosphere 
and  at  different  places  on  the  earth's  surface,  is  always  the 
same.  The  carbon  dioxide  on  the  contrary,  although  it 
obeys  the  laws  of  diffusion,  is  less  evenly  distributed,  owing 
to  local  causes,  but  the  total  quantity  in  the  atmosphere  is 
apparently  constant.  Although  the  consumption  of  oxygen 
and  the  production  of  enormous  quantities  of  carbon  dioxide, 
aqueous  vapour,  and  ammonia,  are  necessary  results  of  the 
respiration  of  animals,  combustion,  and  the  decay  of  animal 
and  vegetable  matter,  they  are  also  indispensable  to  the 
existence  of  vegetable  life.  Plants  under  the  influence  of 
light  are  the  chief  and  almost  the  only  agents  by  which 
the  removal  of  these  gases  is  effected,  and  the  supply  of 
oxygen  is  maintained  at  the  cost  of  the  carbon  dioxide  which 
they  decompose,  assimilating  the  carbon  and  liberating  the 
oxygen.  These  phenomena,  together  with  atmospheric 
currents,  are  the  principal  means  by  which  the  general 
uniformity  of  the  constitution  of  our  atmosphere  is 
maintained. 

IV.  Cupri  Sulphas,  B.P. — The  ton  of  copper  pyrites 
would  yield  2588-817  pounds  of  this  substance.  One  ton  of 
pyrites  contains  -85  per  cent,   of  cuproso -ferric  sulphide 


of  this   salt  is  therefore 


=  I  1-370  litres. 


(CuFeSj  =  183-5),  or  1904  pounds,  but  one  molecule  of  this 
salt  contains  enough  copper  to  produce  one  molecule  of  cupric 
sulphate  (CuS04,5HsO  =  249-5) ;  therefore  the  quantity  of 
the  latter  salt  produced  by  1904  pounds  of  the  former  is 
found  by  the  proportion  :  — 

183-5  :  1904  =  249  5  :  x  .:  x  =  2588-817. 
V.  Specific  Gravity. — The  metal  is  platinum,  its  specific 
gravity  being  215.    The  weight  of  water  which  the  26  531 
grains  of  the  metal  displace  is  (26-531  -  25-297  =)  1-234 

grains,  therefore  its  sp.  gr.  is  /_—-  -=  \  26"531. 


PRIZES. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  answers  to  the  questions  of 
the  First  Division  printed  in  our  January  number  has  been 
awarded  to 

Richard  W.  Griffith  (B.P.),  146,  High-street,  Southamp- 
ton, who  has  now  carried  off  four  First  Prizes. 

The  Second  Prize  for  the  best  answers  to  the  questions  of 
the  Second  Division  has  been  awarded  to 

D.  Paterson  (D.P.),Raimes,  Blanshard,  and  Co.,  Edinburgh. 

Marks  awarded  for  Answers. 
First  Division. 

I.  II.  IN.  IV.  V.  E.  Total 

B.  P.  (1st  prize)        ....    6  7  6  0  5  3  33 

Alpha                                   6  7  6  5  •     5  3  32 

Medicus                                0  7  5  C  5  2  31 

F.  W.  Fletcher  ....  6  S  1  6  5  3  29 
Nil  sine  labore   6  0  0  6  5  3  26 

G.  P   6  0  1  0  5  2  20 

Otho      ....       ....  6  0  0  0  5  2  13 

Second  Division. 

I.     II.  III.  IV.  V.  E.  Total. 

D.  P.  (2nd  prize)       ....  6      7  7  7  4  3  34 

Graham   67  6  6  4  3  32 

Erin    0      7  6  5  4  3  31 

Eram   57  4  7  4  3  30 

L.  S.  I.  W   6       7  4  6  4  3  30 

Nil  Despcrandum    ....  5      7  6  7  4  1  30 

Spes   5      7  5  7  4  3  30 

J.  H.  Davis   57  5  6  4  2  29 

J.  Kemble    6      5  5  6  4  3  29 

J.  Walker    57  0  5  4  1  28 

W.  J.  Smith   55  5  6  4  2  27 

J.  J.  F   5       6  5  5  4  1  26 

A  Weddell    67  5  0  4  2  24 

C.  H.  Flomming      ....  6      4  0  0  4  1  21 

Papaver    43  4  3  4  2  20 

C.  Waddington        ....  5      6  4  0  4  0  19 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

*»*  All  questions  forwarded  to  us  for  publication  in  this  "Comer  for 
Students"  should  be  accompanied  by  the  answers  which  the  pro- 
pounders  believe  to  be  correct.  Communications  should  include  the 
names  and  addresses  of  the  writers ;  those  which  reach  us  after  the 
fifteenth  day  of  the  month  succeeding  that  in  which  the  questions 
appear  will  be  disregarded. 

Prizei.—  The  students  to  whom  prizes  aro  awarded  arc  requested  to 
write  at  once  to  the  publisher  naming  the  book  they  select,  and  stating 
how  they  wish  it  forwarded. 

B.  P. — We  are  sorry  that  your  January  communication  did  not  reach  us 

F.  W.  Fletcher.— III.  There  is  not  enough  mercury  employed  in  the 
officinal  process  for  the  decomposition  of  all  the  acid. 

Nil  tine  labore.— II.  The  capacity  of  the  sphere  is  calculated  as  you  state, 
but  you  omitted  to  take  tho  cube  of  tho  diameter. 

Q.  p.— II.  Reaction  representing  the  production  of  the  gas  incorrect. 
Zinc  is  a  dyad  metal,  tho  formula  of  the  sulphato  boiug  ZuS04  ;  one  atom 
of  zinc  displaces  two  of  hydrogen. 

Otho.— II.  Capacity  of  tho  sphere  altogether  wrong ;  you  should  have 
shown  how  it  was  ascertained.  IV.  Very  bad ;  it  would  scarcely  bo 
correct  to  call  the  samplo  ferrous  sulphato  if  it  contained  80  94  per  cent, 
of  impurity. 

Graham.— Your  suggestion  shall  bo  thought  over. 

Erin.— III.  Your  answor  was  good  so  far  as  it  went,  but  the  gaseous, 
diffusion  is  too  important  to  bo  overlooked. 

Nil  Desperandum.  —  I.  You  should  have  given  your  reasons  for  concluding 
that  tho  gas  was  othylino. 

/.  II.  Davis.  III.  Wo  received  some  brief  answers  to  this  question,  but 

yours  exceeded  them  all  in  this  respect.    It  is  possible  to  be  too  briof. 

/.  Walker. — I.  See  remarks  to  Nil  Despcrandum. 

j,  j.  p.  You  should  oxplain  tho  methods  of  calculation  employed  ;  thoy 

aro  oftori  tho  principal  mcaus  by  which  we  judge  the  relative  merit  of 
difforont  solutions. 

A.  Wcddcll. — IV.  You  included  eight  atoms  of  oxygen  in  the  molecular 
weight  of  the  euproso-fcrrio  sulphide. 

£7.  H.  flemming. — Thero  was  no  name  to  this  paper,  but  wo  presume 
that  you  wero  tho  sendor.  II.  Wo  gavo  the  weight  of  a  litre  of  oxygen 
for  tho  purpose  of  securing  uniform  results.  IV.  You  omitted  the  water 
of  crystallisation  in  calculating  tho  molocular  of  cupric  sulphate,  and  mis- 
placed the  decimal  point  in  the  final  multiplication. 
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Papavcr.— IV.  You  will  soo  from  our  printed  answer  that  your  method 
was  unnecessarily  indirect ;  whore  su  many  arithmetical  operations  aro 
concerned  it  is  ditlicult  to  avoid  errors. 

C.  Waddington  — You  have  not  douo  badly  for  tho  first  attompt.  The 
marks  awarded  under  tho  heading  B  aro  for  neatness  of  manuscript  and 
general  excellence. 

Books  offered  as  First  Prizes. 

Attficld's  Chcmitiry:  General,  Medical,  and  Pharmaceutical.  (Van  Voorst.) 

Brooke's  litements  of  Natural  Philosophy  (Churchill.) 
Coniugton's  Handbook  of  Chemical  Analysis;  with  '1'ahlcs  of  Qualitative 
Analysis  adapted  to  tho  same.  (Longmans.) 
Eliot  and  Storer's  Manual  of  Inorganic  Chemistry.    (Van  Voorst.) 
i'ownes's  Manual  of  Elementary  Chemistry.  (Churchill.) 
Krosonius's  Qualitative  Analysis.  (Churchill.) 
G.illoway'a  Qualitative  Analysis.  (Churchill.) 
Galloway's  Second  Step  in  Chemistry.  (Churchill.) 
Ganot  and  Atkinson's  Elementary  Treatise  on  Physics.  (Longmans.) 
Garrod's  Materia  Mtxlica  ;  with  Modern  Chemical  Notation.  (Walton.) 
Noad's  Chemical  Analysis,  Qualitative  and  Quantitative.  (Reeve.) 
Northcoto  and  Church's  Qualitative  Analysis.  (Van  Voorst.) 
Odling's  Outlines  of  Chemistry.  (Longmans.) 
Roylo  and  Headland's  Materia  Medica.  (Churchill.) 
■Williamson's  Chemistry  for  Students.    (Clarendon  Press.) 
Bnrffs  Introduction  to  Scientijlc  Chemistry    (Groom bridge;. 
[Any  other  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price  not  greatly  ex- 
ceeding half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize.  J 

Boohs  offered  as  Second  Prizes. 
Bloxam's  Laboratory  Teaching.  (Churchill.) 
Church's  Guide  for  Students  in  Agricultural  Chemistry.    (Van  Voorst.) 
Galloway's  First  Step  in  Chemistry.  (Churchill.) 
Gill's  Chemistry  for  Schools.  (Walton.) 
Hofmann's  Introduction  to  Modern  Chemistry.  (Walton.) 
Huxloy's  Lessons  in  Elementary  Physiology.    (Macmillan. ) 
Oliver's  Lessons  in  Elementary  Botany.    (Macmillan. ) 
Orme's  Introduction  to  the  Science  of  Heat.  (Groombridge.) 
Potts's  Elements  of  Euclid.    School  Edition.  (Longmans.) 
Roscoe's  Lessons  in  Elementary  Chemistry.  (Macmillan.) 
Wormell's  Elementary  Course  of  Mechanics.  (Groombridge.) 
Wurtz's  History  of  Chemical  Theory.    Translated  by  Watts.  (Macmillan.) 

[Any  other  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  fivo  shillings  may  be 
taken  as  a  second  prize.] 
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THE  result  of  discussions  on  "Poison  Regulations"  is 
that  the  following  resolution  was  almost  unanimously 
carried : — 

"  That  the  propositions  recommended  for  adoption  by  the 
Sale  and  Keeping  of  Poisons  Committee,  and  published  in 
the  PhamaceuticalJournal,  of  December. 17, 1870,  be  accepted 
as  satisfactory  by  this  Association." 

An  opinion  was  generally  expressed  that  the  system  No.  2 
was  to  be  preferred  j  it  was  also  considered  that  clause  3  in 
the  old  proposition  regarding  the  sale  and  dispensing  of 
medicine  should  not  be  omitted  from  whatever  regulations 
may  be  introduced. 

Thursday,  February  9. 
Mr.  Sands  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Pick  road  a  paper  on  "  Belladonna  and  its  Pre- 
parations." He  said  Atropa  Belladonna,  known  also  by  the 
names  of  deadly  nightshade  and  dwale,  was  known  to  the 
early  Soman  and  Greek  writers,  by  whom  it  was  described, 
but  nothing  of  its  medicinal  value  was  recorded  until  the 
time  of  Lagus,  a.d.  1532,  who  called  it  Solanum  Horteuse 
Nigrum.  The  fatal  results  to  the  Boman  soldiers  at  the 
time  of. their  retreat  from  the  Parthians  wa9  ascribed  to  theL 
use  of  the  plant.  Buchan  related  that  the  Scots  caused  a 
quantity  of  its  juice  to  be  mixed  with  the  food  which  they 
supplied  to  their  foes  the  Danes  during  an  armistice  for 
the  purpose  of  re-victualling.  Mr.  Pick  then  gave  an  exact 
botanical  description  of  the  plant,  which,  he  said,  belonged 
to  the  natural  order  Atropacea;  and  Pentandria  Monogynia 
of  Linnaeus.  He  said  some  botanists  classified  it  under 
"  Solanacaj,"  but  the  plants  included  in  this  order  (Atro- 
pacea;) were  separated  by  Miers  from  the  Solanacra,  and 
formed  into  a  distinct  class.  The  character,  habits,  and 
many  parts  of  the  plant  agreed  with  both  orders,  but  one  of 
the  chief  distinctive  characters  was  tire  different  aestivation 
of  their  corollas.  The  generic  name  atropa  was  taken  from 
Atropa,  one  of  tho  Fates,  who  was  supposed  to  cut  tho 
thread  of  life,  and  the  specific  name  belladonna  signified 
beautiful  lady.    After  alluding  to  its  chemical  constitution, 


its  therapeutic  properties,  he  Baid,  extended  more  or  less 
over  the  whole  human  body,  but  more  especially  the  face 
and  head,  dilating  the  pupil  of  the  eye.  Its  effects  on  the 
mouth  and  throat  were  very  painful ;  it  was  useful  in  scarlet 
fever,  small  doses  acting  as  a  preventive.  The  parts  officinal 
in  the  present  Pharmacopoeia  were  the  young  leaves  and 
branches,  the  dried  leaves  and  roots,  the  former  to  be 
collected  from  wild  or  cultivated  indigenous  plants,  the 
latter  either  cultivated  in  Britain  or  imported  from  Ger- 
many. The  active  principle  atropia  crystallized  in  white 
transparent  silky  prisms,  and  was  used  in  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia in  two  forms,  atropia  and  atrop.  sul.,  both  in  the 
form  of  liquor  containing  four  grains  to  the  ounce ;  also  an 
ointment,  containing  eight  grains  to  the  ounce.  It  was  an 
active  poison";  the  smallest  quantity  of  the  solution  dilating 
the  pupil  of  the  eye.  It  was  frequently  used  to  facilitate 
ophthalmic  operations,  and  as  an  anodyne,  in  painful  affec- 
tions of  the  face.  Pseudotoxin  was  a  brownish  yellow 
substance  soluble  in  water,  bat  not  in  alcohol  or  ether.  It 
was  coloured  green  by  salts  of  iron,  and  was  precipitated 
by  the  salts  of  lead  and  tincture  of  galls. 

During  an  animated  discussion  at  the  close  of  the  paper, 
the  President  asked  if  any  one  present  had  seen  atropia 
ordered  for  internal  use ;  he  had  only  once,  and  the  dose 
prescribed  was  the  thirty-sixth  part  of  a  grain. 

Mr.  Beynon  said  that  Continental  physicians  occasionally 
gave  it,  the  dose  being  about  the  fortieth  of  a  grain.  He 
also  made  some  observations  on  the  solutions  of  atropia 
and  its  salt — the  sulphate.  It  was  known  that  neither  of 
the  solutions  kept  well ;  glycerine  was  the  best  preservative 
of  them,  and  there  could  be  no  objection  to  it;  he  found 
that  the  stronger  the  solutions  were  the  better  they  kept. 
This,  he  said,  was  a  rule  that  held  good  with  solutions 
generally ;  the  algasic  growth  that  formed  in  solutions  had 
lately  been  proved  (and  he  had  always  considered  that  to  be 
the  case)  to  cause  decomposition  of  whatever  was  contained 
therein  by  abstracting  from  the  salt  or  alkaloid  some  of  its 
elements. 

Mr.  Tatjbman  asked  Mr.  Pick  what  was  the  average 
amount  of  extract  obtained  by  spirit  from  the  ordinary 
extract  ? 

Mr.  Pick  replied  that  the  quantity  obtained  varied  so 
much  that  he  was  unable  to  state  an  average  yield.  He 
thought  a  definite  quantity  of  alcoholic  extract  should 
always  be  used  for  making  the  plaster. 

The  President  made  some  remarks  upon  the  uncertainty 
in  strength  of  the  extract ;  the  plaster,  he  thought,  should 
be  made  from  an  extract  obtained  from  the  root. 

Mr.  Beynon  said  Mr.  Groves  had  proposed  that  an  extract 
for  making  Emp.  Bellad.  should  be  procured  from  a  liquor 
similar  to  Battley's.  The  late  Mr.  Porter  once  tested  some 
samples  of  Emp.  Bellad.,  and  found  that  they  contained 
nothing  but  greenish  matter,  and  no  atropia  whatever. 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  use  atropia  itself  for  external 
preparations  ?  For  internal  use  the  question  was,  whether 
the  use  of  atropia,  in  Ub  natural  combination  (malate),  as 
it  existed  in  the  tincture  and  extract,  had  any  advantage 
over  the  plain  atropia  or  its  sulphate  ?  If  it  had,  why  were 
not  the  aotive  principles  of  plants  combined  again  with 
their  natural  acid  radicals;  and  given  instead  of  such 
uncertain  preparations  as  the  extracts  and  tinctures  ? 

After  a  prolonged  discussion,  the  usual  thanks  to  the 
author  and  chairman  terminated  the  meeting. 


Thursday,  February  23. 
Mr.  C.  J.  Peal  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  De  Puytron,  in  hia  paper  on  "  Filtration,"  said,  to 
thoroughly  illustrate  filtration  it  would  bo  necessary  to 
treat  upon  the  laws  of  gravitation,  cohesion,  elasticity,  and 
adbesioni  but  he  should  be  obliged  to  confine  himself  to  its 
simple  practical  form,  as  time  would  not  allow  of  these 
laws  being  more  than  mentioned.  Differing  from  clarifi- 
cation, which  simply  meant  separation  of  impurities  by 
mechanical  means,  filtration  was  the  actual  displacement 
and  deprivation  of  certain  chemical  impurities ;  but  the 
term  was  used  and  understood  in  either  case.  For  filtering 
water  for  household  purposes  animal  charcoal  was  un- 
doubtedly the  best  and  cheapest  medium,  but  for  chemical 
and  medical  uses  it  was  not  sufficient ;  it  did  not  entirely 
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remove,  as  advertisements  stated,  lead  and  lime.  Distilla- 
tion was  the  only  means  of  obtaining  chemically  pure  water. 
Silicated  carbon  was  a  valuable  improvement  for  removing 
lime.  Tke  magnetic  oxide  of  iron,  in  combination  with 
carbon,  played  a  curious  part  in  the  purification  of  water. 
After  a  few  remarks  on  Professor  Tyndall's  process  for 
filtering  air,  he  said  that  the  indispensable  paper  filter 
could  be  made  to  do  its  work  more  effeotually  by  attending 
to  a  few  particulars.  In  folding  the  paper  care  should  be 
taken  to  make  it  with  a  sharp  end,  as  the  flow  of  a  liquid 
from  an  aoute  point  was  much  more  rapid  than  from  an 
obtuse  angle.  Bibulous  paper  becomes  first  charged  with 
the  fluid,  which  is  then  forced  through  by  the  pressure  of 
the  remainder,  therefore  as  the  capillary  passages  are  more 
open  when  the  paper  is  dry  the  first  of  the  liquid  passes 
through  quickly,  but  is  not  so  bright  as  when  the  pores  of 
the  paper  have  closed ;  so  should  be  refiltered.  To  keep  a 
continual  flow,  und  to  prevent  the  paper  giving  way,  a  very 
good  plan  is  to  throw  in  some  small  pieces  of  blotting  or 
filtering  paper,  tow,  or  any  similar  light  substance,  so  as  to 
divide  the  viscid  sediment.  The  funnel  should  be  kept 
quite  full.  It  was  not  necessary  to  filter  percolated  tinc- 
tures. Flannel,  lint,  chamois  leather,  gun  cotton,  and  gun- 
paper  were  also  used  for  filters;  the  latter  was  the  best 
for  liq.  potassBD.  He  noticed  an  excellent  filter  funnel,  made 
by  Messrs.  Bailey,  of  Salford,  which  was  so  constructed 
that  the  liquid  passed  through  a  layer  of  sand  at  the  top  of 
the  neck.  A  capital  filter,  he  said,  was  invented  by  Mr. 
Schacht,  upon  the  principle  of  causing  a  vacuum,  and 
employing  the  consequent  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  for 
forcing  the  liquid  through  the  filtering  medium.  The 
filtering  of  liquids,  more  especially  of  oils,  was  a  matter  of 
great  importance  to  the  wholesale  •chemist,  and  the  arrange- 
ments for  doing  so  are  frequently  complicated  and  costly. 
The  liquid  is  generally  poured  into  a  tank  at  the  top  of  the 
building,  so  that  its  own  gravitation  shall  play  a  great  part 
in  the  operation.  Long  narrow  bags,  of  one  substance  and 
another,  are  usually  employed;  a  drum-shaped  filter  is 
sometimes  used.  The  liquid  is  introduced  into  a  space 
formed  by  fastening  a  kind  of  canvas  round  a  tin  tube. 

A  short  discussion,  and  the  usual  thanks  to  the  author 
of  the  paper  and  the  chairman,  brought  the  meeting  to  a 
close. 

CHEMICAL  SOCIETY. 
February  16. 

Professor  Williamson,  F.E.S.,  President,  in  the  chair. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Fellows  : — W.  D. 
Herman,  W.  W.  Houlder,  G.  Lockyer,  jun.,  W.  J.  Lockyer, 
J.  E.  Mayer,  E.  Meldola,  M.  M.  P.  Muir,  W.  J.  Reynolds. 
W.  Smith,  and  T.  E.  Thorpe. 

The  following  papers  were  read : — 

"  On  the  Production  of  Wood-spirit,"  by  E.  T.  Chapman. 
The  author  began  by  remarking  that  the  difficulties  of  ob- 
taining correct  information  regarding  this  production  are 
very  great.  The  manufacturers  are  too  jealous  to  disclose 
their  "  secreta."  The  woods  chiefly  employed  in  wood-dis- 
tilling are  oak,  beech,  birch,  thorn,  crab  or  apple,  hazel, 
alder,  and  ash.  Great  preference  is  given  to  holly  and  yew, 
whilst  poplar,  elm,  and  the  whole  of  the  coniferous  growth 
are  avoided.  The  ovens  or  retorts  are  of  various  forms,  and 
either  of  cast  or  of  wrought-iron,  protected  outside  by 
brickwork  against  the  dire  effects  of  the  fire.  The  con- 
densers, of  iron  or  copper,  are  constructed  so  as  to  permit 
the  ready  passage  of  very  large  volumes  of  gas,  and  to 
admit  frequent  cleaning.  The  temperature  at  which  the 
distillation  is  conducted  influences  the  amount  of  the  pro- 
ducts ;  as  a  rule,  greater  heat  yields  more  of  the  so-called 
naphtha,  and  a  lower  temperature  more  acetic  acid.  The 
liquid  products  of  distillation,  which  form  two  layers,  are 
differently  treated  according  to  the  object  the  manufacturer 
has  in  view.  After  having  given  a  lengthy  description  of 
the  various  products  obtained  in  wood-distilling,  the  author 
went  on  to  say  that  some  easier  and  more  exact  methods  of 
estimating  the  commercial  values  of  the  various  products 
ought  to  be  introduced. 

"  On  the  effects  of  Pressure  on  the  Absorption  of  Gases  by 
Charcoal,"  by  John  Huntbr.  Very  numerous  experiments 
led  to  the  observations,  first,  that  the  amount  of  absorption 


increases  with  the  pressure  to  which  the  gas  is  exposed  ;  and 
secondly,  tho  same  change  of  pressure  produces  about 
the  same  amount  of  increase  in  the  quantity  of  each  gas 
absorbed. 

"  On  the  Solubility  of  the  Phosphates  of  Bone-ash  in  water 
holding  Carbonic  Acid,"  by  E.  Warington. 


March  2. 

Professor  Williamson,  F.E.S.,  President,  in  the  chair. 
The  following  gentlomen  were  elected  Fellows  : — G.  D. 
Harding,  W.  H.  Hudleston,  A.  H.  Mason,  and  J.  J.  Nicholson. 

The  following  papers  were  read:  — 

"  On  the  Distillation  and  Boiling-point  of  Glycerin,"  by 
T.  Bolas.  It  ie  known  that  when  glycerin  is  heated  under 
the  ordinary  atmospheric  pressure  so  much  as  to  cause 
ebullition,  it  is  more  or  less  decomposed.  This  decompo- 
sition may  be,  however,  prevented  by  a  reduction  of  the 
pressure  in  the  apparatus  employed.  The  author  has  in 
that  way  found  that  pure  glycerin  boiled  under  a  pressure 
of  113-5  mm.  at  179-5°  C.,  and  under  a  pressure  of  50  mm.  at 
about  210°  C. 

"  On  the  Action  of  Heat  on  Silver  Nitrite,"  by  Dr.  E. 
Divers.  The  products  of  this  action  consist  principally  of 
silver  nitrate,  reguline  silver,  and  oxides  of  nitrogen.  But 
the  relative  proportions  of  the  quantities  of  these  sub- 
stances to  each  other,  and  consequently  the  composition 
also  of  the  gaseous  matter  vary  considerably  in  different 
experiments.  When  the  nitrite  is  heated  in  an  open  vessel 
over  a  lamp,  or  in  an  oven,  at  any  temperature  between  85a 
and  140°  C,  the  result  of  the  operation  may  be  represented, 
by  the  equation — 

3N02  Ag  =  N303  +  Ag  +  NOs  Ag. 
When,  instead  of  an  open  crucible,  a  closely-covered' one  is 
used,  so  that  the  gaseous  and  fixed  products  of  decomposi- 
tion may  be  kept  for  a  time  in  contact,  the  ultimate  change 
effected  in  this  way  approaches,  though  not  closely,  to  what 
is  expressed  by  the  equation — 

2N02Ag=NO  +  Ag  +  N03  Ag. 
In  a  third  series  of  experiments,  where  the  nitrite  was  heated 
in  a  vessel  only  nearly  closed,  the  facts  observed  show  that 
there  is  a  tendency  to  yield  only  metallic  silver  and  -nitrogen 
peroxide,  thus — 

N02Ag  =  Ag  +  N02 
From  all  his  experiments,  Dr.  Divers  draws  the  conclusion 
that  like  other  silver  salts  the  nitrite  splits  up  under  the 
influence  of  heat  into  metallic  silver  and  the  acid  radical 
or  its  components,  and  that  silver  nitrate,  nitric  oxide, 
and  perhaps  nitrous  anhydride,  are  formed  only  by 
secondary  reactions.  The  fusion  which  occurs  in  the  mass 
of  heated  nitrite  so  soon  as  it  has  undergone  some  oxida- 
tion causes  the  author  to  throw  out  the  suggestion  that  the 
nitrate  formed  perhaps  combines  with  the  nitrite  to  a 
nitrite-nitrate  or  hypo-nitrate. 

After  the  reading  of  the  above  papers  Dr.  Gladstone 
communicated  some  remarks  on  the  "Eolations  of  Chemical 
Eeaction  and  Time."  He  had  instituted  most  varied  experi- 
ments bearing  on  this  subject,  and  in  briefly  mentioning 
some  of  them,  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  chemists 
to  this  wide  field  of  inquiry.  Hitherto  experimentators 
seemed  to  have  limited  their  observations  to  only  the 
circumstances  at,  and  the  products  with  which,  a  chemical 
reaction  begins  and  ends;  all  that  happens  between  was 
left  wholly  unnoticed.  How  fruitful  attention  paid  to  the 
intermediate  products  of  a  reaction  could  be,  is  Been  in  the 
beautiful  results  which  Professor  Williamson  had  gained  in 
his  researches  on  "  Etherification." 

The  President,  Dr.  Oiling,  Mr.  Vernon  Harcourt,  and 
others,  concurred  in  Dr.  Gladstone's  view  as  to  the  import- 
ance of  a  close  study  of  this  subject. 


UNITED  SOCIETY  OF  CHEMISTS  AND 
DliQGUISTS. 


A  meeting  of  the  above  was  called  by  circular  and  public 
advertisement.  The  following  announcement  was  issued: — 
"  The  Committee  will  meet  for  the  transaction  of  business 
at  No.  4,  Belgrave-street,  King's  Cross,  at  1  p.m.,  on  Thurs- 
day, the  2nd  of  March,  when  they  will  be  glad  of  the  attend- 
ance of  gentlemen  who  may  feci  desirous  to  assist  in  the 
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defence  of  the  trade  against  the  threatened  imposition  of 
vexatious  regulations,  it  being  their  determination  to  take 
prompt  and  decisive  measures  immediately  after  their  au- 
thority has  been  confirmed  at  a  meeting  of  their  society,  of 
which  notice  will  be  given  without  delay.  The  Committee 
will  also  be  glad  to  receive  suggestions  and  support  from 
members,  whether  old  or  new,  who  are  willing  to  encourage 
them  in  their  work. — Cyuus  Buott,  Secretary." 

"We  wrote  to  Mr.  Buott  asking  if  a  representative  of  this 
paper  would  be  allowed  to  attend,  and  we  were  told  in  reply 
that  he,  and  doubtless  the  other  members  of  the  committee 
would  be  pleased  to  see  our  representative  there.  Accord- 
ingly our  representative  went,  and  reports  as  follows: — "I 
attended  at  4  Belgrave-street,  on  Thursday  March  2nd  at 
2  p.m.  to  report  the  meeting  of  the  United  Society  of  Chemists 
and  Druggists  for  you.  There  were  present,  besides  myself 
Mr.  Buott,  sen.,  Mr.  Buott,  jun.,  the  editor  of  Mr.  Buott's 
paper,  Mr.  Myers,  and  another  chemist,  whose  name  did  not 
transpire.  "We  waited  until  2.45  to  see  if  any  one  else  would 
come,  and  then  we  commenced  proceedings  by  electing  Mr. 
Myers  to  the  chair.  The  chairman  called  on  the  secretary 
(Mr.  Buott,  sen.)  to  state  the  object  of  the  meeting.  The 
secretary  then  addressed  us.  He  said  that  we  were  a  small 
beginning,  but  he  was  not  discouraged.  He  referred  to  other 
movements  which  had  commenced  with  quite  as  insignificant 
a  commencement,  but  which  had  become  powerful  in  the  end. 
He  strongly  objected  to  the  action  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  in  addressing  only  pharmaceutical  chemists  on  this 
subject.  He  considered  that  a  large  public  meeting  should 
be  called  to  protest  against  the  enactment  of  these  regulations, 
and  to  organize  resistance.  Reference  was  made  to  the 
Chemists'  Defence  Association  at  Manchester,  but  no  one 
could  give  any  information  as  to  what  steps  that  body  was 
likely  to  take.  It  was  suggested  that  Mr.  Secretary  should 
be  instructed  to  write  with  a  view  of  working  together,  but  it 
was  afterwards  agreed  that  it  would  be  more  dignified  for  the 
metropolitan  body  to  wait  until  the  provincial  association 
should  apply  for  its  co-operation.  Finally,  it  was  agreed  that 
another  meeting  should  be  held  preliminary  to  the  great  pub- 
lic meeting  before  referred  to.  On  leaving,  I  had  to  submit 
to  a  somewhat  violent  attack  from  the  Messrs.  Buott,  who 
seemed  to  consider  that  I  had  unjustifiably  and  surreptitiously 
obtained  access  to  the  meeting,  whereas  until  that  moment  I 
was  quite  under  the  impression  that  my  presence  was  recog- 
nised and  acceptable.  If  I  correctly  ascertained  their  wishes 
in  the  heat  of  the  discussion,  they  desired  that  my  report 
should  in  no  way  injure  them  or  their  cause.  I  certainly 
hope  it  will  not ;  I  see  no  reason  why  it  should." 


LAW  AND  POLICE. 


CENTRAL  CRIMINAL  COURT. 

On  March  1st,  Charles  Gerard,  an  elderly  man,  described 
as  a  teacher,  and  Reuben  Newport,  a  printer,  surrendered 
to  their  recognizances,  and  were  tried  on  an  indictment 
charging  them  with  having  incited  one  Epapbroditus 
Eatley  to  steal  a  copy  of  one  of  the  examination  papers 
of  the  Apothecaries'  Company.  Mr.  Poland  and  Mr.  Mead 
prosecuted;  the  prisoners  were  defended  by  Mr.  G.  S. 
Griffiths  and  Mr.  Keble.  The  circumstances  of  the  case 
have  been  fully  reported  in  the  Times.  The  prisoner 
Gerard,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  a  tutor,  living  in  Lin- 
coln's-inn-fields,  and  the  man  Eatley  is  a  proof-puller  in  the 
service  of  Messrs.  Gilbert  and  Rivington,  printers  to  the 
Apothecaries'  Company,  in  Clerkenwell.  The  prisoner  New- 
port, who  was  also  a  printer,  met  Eatley  for  the  first  time 
about  two  years  ago,  and  offered  him  £5  a  copy  for  proofs  of 
the  "  Questions"  at  forthcoming  examinations  at  Apothe- 
caries'-hall.  Eatley  promised  to  consider  the  matter,  and 
having  obtained  the  consent  of  his  employers,  was  introduced 
by  Newport  to  the  prisoner  Gerard  at  his  chambers.  He  there 
declined  to  accede  to  their  requests  for  the  Examination- 
papers.  With  this  the  matter  dropped  for  a  time,  but  in 
September  last  Newport  met  him  again  at  a  public  house 
and  offered  him  .£10  for  a  proof  of  the  January  "  Questions." 
"With  the  sanction  of  his  masters,  he  again  attended  the 
prisoner  Gerard's  rooms  with  Newport  on  the  11th  of 
January,  and  sold  him  one  of  the  proofs  for  £10.  The  police 
at  once  arrested  the  prisoners,  and  the  paper  was  found  upon 


Gerard.  It  was  alleged  that  he  required  it  for  a  pupil  in 
view  of  the  coming  examination.  The  jury  returned  a 
verdict  of  Guilty,  and  recommended  Newport  to  mercy. 
The  Recorder  sentenced  Gerard  to  twelve  months'  hard 
labour,  and  Newport  to  two  months. 

CAUTION  TO  UNLICENSED  VENDORS  OP  DRUGS. 

Thomas  Crampton,  grocer,  etc.,  was  summoned  for  that  he, 
on  January  26th,  at  Knottingley,  did  sell  half-an-ounce  of 
laudanum  to  Ann  Wood,  he  not  being  a  chemist  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act.  Ann  Wood  stated  that  on  the  26th 
ult.  she  went  to  defendant's  house  to  buy  a  pennyworth  of 
laudanum  for  her  daughter,  who  was  suffering  from  pain  in 
the  bowels.  Defendant  said  that  she  might  as  well  have 
three  halfpennyworth,  as  she  would  then  get  her  weight, 
and  she  did  so.  The  laudanum  was  given  to  the  child,  and 
it  died.  The  defendant  said  that  for  thirty-five  year3  he 
had  sold  laudanum,  and  he  had  no  idea  that  he  was  doing 
wrong.  He  did  not  sell  the  drug  for  the  child.  The  Bench 
said  that  they  believed  the  defendant's  statement,  and  should 
therefore  mitigate  the  penalty  to  20s.  They  added  that 
they  believed  many  persons  were  ignorant  of  the  fact  that 
they  could  not  sell  drugs  without  having  a  proper  licence, 
and  the  police  should  let  them  know. 

SERIOUS  CHARGE. 

The  magistrates  sitting  at  Newnham,  Forest  of  Dean,  com- 
mitted for  trial  William  Masson,  a  physician,  and  Edward 
Henry  Coleman,  an  apothecary,  both  of  Micheldean,  "  for 
feloniously  killing  and  slaying  Ann  Masson,"  wife  of  the 
former.  The  deceased  in  January  died  from  the  effects  of  a. 
dose  of  laudanum,  forty-three  hours  after  taking  it.  Brandy- 
and-water  was  administered  by  the  prisoners,  and  is  said 
to  have  prevented  recovery.  Masson  is  stated  to  have 
endeavoured  to  prevent  an  inquest  being  held,  and  to  have 
induced  deceased's  sister  to  secrecy.  The  magistrates  refused 
to  take  bail  for  Masson. 

ASSAULT  BY  A  CHEMIST. 

At  the  "West  Riding  Police-court,  on  the  17th  inst.,  Mr. 
Edward  Preston  Hornby,  chemist,  High-street,  Handsworth, 
Sheffield,  was  summoned  before  Messrs.  T.  "W.  Rogers,  and 
T.  Roberts,  for  assaulting  his  groom,  George  Salmon,  who 
resides  at  Ollerton.  The  complainant  stated  that  he  had 
been  groom  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Hornby,  and  on  the 
previous  Sunday  afternoon  he  had  gone  into  Sheffield 
without  having  obtained  his  master's  permission.  On  his 
return,  Mr.  Hornby  got  hold  of  his  ears  and  threw  him 
down  and  then  told  him  to  feed  his  horse.  While  he  was 
in  the  stable  his  master  came  to  him  and  struck  him  in  the 
middle  of  the  back  several  times  with  his  fist,  and  after- 
wards with  a  whip-stock.  Defendant  admitted  having  chas- 
tised complainant ;  he  acknowledged  striking  him  with  a 
trace  and  thrashing  him  with  a  riding-whip. — The  Bench 
said,  according  to  the  defendant's  own  admission,  he  had 
acted  very  improperly,  as  a  trace  was  not  a  fit  instrument 
with  which  to  administer  a  thrashing.  They,  however,  did 
not  wish  to  convict  him  and  let  the  name  of  a  gentleman 
in  his  position  be  kept  on  record  in  the  police  books,  so 
they  would  suggest  that  the  case  might  be  made  up  be- 
tween him  and  the  complainant.  It  was  announced  after- 
wards to  tho  Bench  that  the  defendant  had  paid  the  com- 
plainant 5s.  and  his  expenses. 

HERRING  V.  THE  MIDLAND  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

At  the  Derby  Assizes,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Herring,  a  com- 
mercial traveller,  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Hedley  and  Co., 
soap  manufacturers,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  recovered  £100  from 
the  Midland  Railway  Company  as  damages  for  injuries  sus- 
tained by  an  accident  near  Chesterfield  Station,  on  the  10th 
of  June  last.  Mr.  Herring  was  formerly  a  chemist  carrying 
on  business  in  Clayton  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


CONTRACTS. 


Southam  Onion. — Carbolic  acid,  chloride  of  lime,  soda, 
arrowroot,  etc.    March  17. 

Chorlton  Union.— About  twenty  casks  of  soda.  March  17. 

The  guardians  of  the  Aston  Union  are  prepared  to  receive 
tenders  for  the  supply  of  single  and  double  trusses,  elastic 
bandages,  etc.   Tenders  opened  on  the  21st  ult. 
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flrobtnt'uil  anb  J^mjpt  Reports. 

£  We  shall  be  glad  to  receive  from  all  parts  of  the  ivorld  items 
of  interest  to  our  readers.  Correspondents  who  favour  us  with 
reports  of  local  meetings,  etc.,  will  please  to  condense  them  as 
much  as  possible;  and  when  local  newspapers  are  sent,  we 
shall  be  glad  to  have  the  passage  intended  for  our  notice 
specially  marked.']   

BARNSTAPLE. 


MEETING  OF  CHEMISTS. 

AT  a  meeting  of  the  chemists  of  this  town  it  was  resolved 
that  the  proposed  second  and  third  poison  regulations  are 
impracticable,  delusive  and  unnecessary,  and  that  the  third 
especially  (while  an  excellent  regulation  in  the  dispensing  of 
prescriptions)  would  totally  fail  in  its  object,  and  could  not 
possibly  be  adhered  to  in  many  poor  districts. 

As  the  sale  of  poisons  is  now  restricted  to  chemists  whose 
status  and  education  will  be  continually  improving,  it  was 
suggested  that  as  personal  responsibility  will  still  rest  on 
each  individual,  the  following  regulations  will  be  all  that  can 
be  reasonably  required  : — 

1.  In  the  keeping  of  poisons  each  bottle,  vessel,  box,  or 
package  containing  a  poison  shall  be  labelled  with  the  name 
of  the  article,  and  also  with  some  distinctive  mark  indicating 
that  it  is  poison,  and  shall  be  kept  in  a  cupboard,  drawer, 
box,  or  shelf  set  apart  for  dangerous  articles. 

2.  All  liniments,  embrocations,  and  lotions  containing 
poison  shall  be  sent  out  in  bottles  with  a  label  on  green  or 
red  paper,  giving  notice  that  the  contents  of  the  bottle  are 
not  to  be  taken. 

These  regulations  to  be  enforced  after  the  1st  of  January, 
1872. 


GLASGOW. 


chemists'  and  druggists'  association. 
The  ninth  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  in  Anderson's 
University  on  the  8th  February ;  Mr.  T.  Davison,  President, 
in  the  chair.    Messrs.  W.  Greig  (of  the  New  Apothecaries' 
Company)  and  R.  Stewart  were  elected  members. 

The  business  of  the  evening  was  a  lecture  on  "  Nitrous 
Oxide,"  by  Dr.  R.  Carter  Moffat,  which  was  treated  in  the 
learned  gentleman's  usual  interesting  and  instructive  man- 
ner. In  the  course  of  the  lecture  the  new  anaesthetic  appa- 
ratus was  exhibited,  and  at  the  conclusion  its  effects  were 
shown  on  one  of  the  members  who  volunteered  his  services. 
A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  afterwards  awarded  the  lecturer. 

Thetenth  meetingwas  held  in  Anderson's  University  on  the 
22nd  February,  the  President  in  the  chair.  Messrs.  Charles 
C.  Loftus,  Robert  Gibson,  and  Andrew  Millar  were  elected 
members.  After  a  few  introductory  remarks,  the  Chairman 
called  upon  Mr.  Alex.  Kinninmont  (Local  Secretary  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society),  who  had  been  absent  from  the 
meetings  for  some  time  through  indisposition.  Mr.  Kinnin- 
mont delivered  a  brief  but  practical  address,  touching  first 
upon  the  Poison  Regulations.  He  gave  it  as  his  opinion 
that  all  compulsory  regulation  should  be  opposed,  as  he  had 
always  believed  that  the  education  of  the  individual  was  a 
sufficient  guarantee  for  the  protection  of  the  public.  He  also 
stated  that  he  was  not  clear  as  to  whether  medical  practi- 
tioners who  kept  open  shop  would  be  exempt  from  the 
[Regulations  or  not.  He  should  like,  however,  to  see  the 
point  legally  cleared  up,  though  he  would  not  like  to  be 
prosecutor;  but  whatever  was  or  would  be  their  position, 
he  trusted  Glasgow  would  be  well  represented  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  May  next  to 
oppose  the  Regulations  in  toto.  He  then  explained  at  length 
the  steps  to  be  adopted  in  gaining  admission  as  members 
or  associates  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  urging  upon 
all  most  strongly  to  lose  no  time  in  passing  their  respective 
examinations;  and,  above  all,  to  join  the  Society,  that  they 
might  have  a  voice  in  its  affairs.  He  urged,  also,  that 
Glasgow  should  have  a  representative  in  the  Council.  He 
was  sure  if  they  put  forward  such  a  claim  they  would  receive 
the  support  of  pharmaceutical  chemists  in  Edinburgh  and 
other  provincial  towns.  Of  course  they  had  no  fault  to  find 
with  Mr.  Mackay,  who  might  be  looked  upon  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  Scotland.  He  did  his  work  well,  but  it  was  but 


justice  that  Glasgow,  the  second  city  of  the  empire,  should 
have  a  representative  of  its  own. 

The  Secretary  afterwards  drew  the  attention  of  the  mem- 
bers to  the  fact  that  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
would  meet  in  Edinburgh  in  August  next,  and  advised  as 
many  of  the  members  as  possible  to  join,  showing  them  the 
handsome  volume  issued  by  the  Conference — the  "Year- 
Book  of  Pharmacy" — which  they  would  receive  yearly  for 
the  membership  subscription  of  5s.  per  annum. 

After  some  other  remarks  by  members  on  the  Poison 
Regulations,  and  some  questions  asked  regarding  the 
pharmaceutical  examinations,  which  were  answered  by 
Mr.  Kinninmont  and  the  President,  several  druggists  (in 
business  before  the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868) 
gave  in  their  names  to  be  proposed  as  members  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  by  Mr.  Mackay  at  next  meeting  of 
the  Council. 

ANNUAL  FESTIVAL. 

The  annual  soirte  and  musical  reunion  of  the  Glasgow 
chemists  and  druggists  (under  the  auspices  of  the  local 
association)  was  held  in  the  Trades'- hall,  Glassford-street, 
on  Tuesday,  28th  February.  Between  five  and  six  hundred 
sat  down  to  tea.  Mr.  James  Macdonald  (of  the  Glasgow 
xVpothecaries'  Company)  occupied  the  chair;  and  among 
the  gentlemen  on  the  platform  were — Messrs.  Aitken  and 
Ainslie  (Edinburgh),  Drs.  T.  D.  Buchanan,  A.  M.  Robertson, 
R.  Carter  Moffat,  etc.,  and  Messrs.  William  Greig,  Thomas 
Davison,  A.  Kinninmont,  T.  D.  Moffat,  James  Taylor,  R.  T. 
Dun,  D.  B.  Ker,  J.  M.  Fairlie,  Robert  Brodie,  etc.  Letters 
of  apology  were  received  from  Messrs.  Fraser,  Brown,  Mur- 
doch, Hatrick,  Jaap,  Currie,  Hart,  etc. 

The  Chairman,  in  his  opening  address,  expressed  the  high 
gratification  it  gave  him  to  preside  over  such  a  brilliant 
assemblage.  He  had  at  first  some  misgivings  as  to  whether 
he  should  accept  the  honour  the  committee  had  conferred 
upon  him,  and  he  had  done  so  ultimately  on  the  understand- 
ing that  no  speech  would  be  required  of  him.  He  could  not, 
however,  sit  down  without  saying  how  pleaaed  he  was  to 
know  that  the  trade  (he  should  rather  say  profession)  to 
which  they  belonged  now  occupied  so  important  a  position, 
not  only  in  this  city  but  throughout  the  country ;  and  he 
was  glad  to  be  able  to  affirm  that  tho  local  association  had 
sufficient  energy  in  its  Council  and  members  to  make 
Glasgow,  pharmaceutically,  one  of  the  first  cities  in  the 
kingdom,  as  it  was  already  one  of.  the  first  commercially. 
He  advised  the  young  men  present,  and  all  connected  with 
the  profession  who  had  not  yet  joined  the  Association,  to 
enrol  themselves  in  its  ranks  as  soon  as  possible,  as  they 
would  thereby  show  at  least  that  they  wished  to  encourage 
the  working  members  in  their  endeavours  to  advance  the 
education  of  the  younger  members  of  the  trade.  Referring 
further  to  the  excellent  work  which  the  Society  had  accom- 
plished, he  said  he  had  been  authorised  by  the  firm  with 
which  he  was. connected  to  state  that  it  was  their  intention 
to  hand  over  to  the  Council  other  £5  (in  addition  to  the 
three  guineas  already  subscribed  to  the  funds  of  the  asso- 
ciation) to  be  distributed  among  the  members  in  prizes,  or 
in  whatever  way  the  Council  should  think  best.  After  some 
further  remarks  about  education,  Poison  Regulations,  and 
early  closing,  he  concluded  a  short  but  telling  speech  by 
quoting  from  Horace  and  gi7ing  the  translation. 

After  tea,  an  excellent  concert  was  sustained  by  Miss  Isa 
Robertson,  Mr.  Robert  Fraser,  Mr.  Falconer,  and  a  glee 
party ;  and  several  Scotch  Readings  were  given  by  Messrs. 
Wright  and  Weir.  Short  addresses  were  afterwards  deli- 
vered by  Messrs.  Aitken,  Ainslie,  Paterson,  and  Dr.  Moffat ; 
and  "  Auld  Lang  Syne"  brought  this  part  of  the  proceedings 
to  a  close.  The  annual  full-dress  ball  took  place  immediately 
after  the  soirie,  in  which  upwards  of  fifty  couples  took  part, 
nearly  three  hundred  spectators  being  also  present.  Alto- 
gether the  festival  was  one  of  the  most  successful  gatherings 
of  the  kind  ever  held  in  connection  with  the  Chemists' 
Association. 


HALIFAX. 


HALIFAX  CHEMISTS'  AND  DRUGGISTS*  ASSOCIATION. 

Mr.  Stott,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Tho  students  in  the  botany  class  attended  the  meeting, 
and  the  Chairman  presented  prizes  to  the  successful  com  - 
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petitora.  Suitable  remarks  of  an  encouraging  and  practical 
nature  were  made  by  Messrs.  Stott,  Shaw  and  Farr.  Mr. 
Hebdon  stated  that  a  materia  mcdica  class  was  about  to  bo 
formed,  and  advisod  tho  young  men  to  make  arrangements 
amongst  themselves  as  to  tho  most  suitable  night  and  time 
for  conducting  it. 

Tho  Pkksident  then  introduced  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
posed Poison  Regulations,  and  invited  a  free  discussion,  so 
that  the  meeting  might  tako  some  decisive  stops  in  tho 
matt •  r.  Mr.  Dyke  quite  approved  of  tho  action  of  Man- 
chester in  this  matter,  and  thought  the  Defence  Committee 
should  be  supported.  Ho  was  quite  prepared  to  take  tho 
responsibility  of  opposing  these  regulations.  He  could  not 
conceive  it  to  be  anything  but  derogatory  to  our  calling,  and 
an  insult  to  the  educational  efforts  we  were  making,  to  have 
our  shops  inspected  by  surgeons,  they  themselves  being 
free.  He  stated  that  personally  he  had  no  objection  to 
some  regulation  for  storing  poisons,  but  he  felt  it  to  be  a 
slight  upon  pharmaceutical  chemists  to  imagine  they  were 
not  able  and  •willing  to  conduct  their  establishments  with 
safety  to  the  public  without  being  placed  under  the  Privy 
Council.  Mr.  Shaw  thought  a  strong  argument  to  be  used 
consisted  in  the  fact  that,  since  a  higher  standard  of  educa- 
tion had  been  instituted  in  the  body,  the  percentage  of 
poisoning  by  accident  was  now  very  small.  It  was  hardly  fair 
that  medical  men  should  be  exempt.  England  was  the  only 
country  in  Europe  where  surgeons  dispensed  their  own 
medicine.  Judging  from  the  animus  displayed  by  the 
medical  journals,  he  believed  the  faculty  had  very  much  to 
do  with  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Simon.  Again,  the  Council, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Privy  Council,  have  the  power  to 
enlarge  the  poison  schedules  to  any  extent,  and  there  is  no 
telling  where  they  may  land  us.  Lastly,  there  are  many 
articles,  not  strictly  speaking  poisons,  overdoses  of  which 
may  cause  death,  such  as  saltpetre.  Cases  of  this  descrip- 
tion, when  brought  before  coroners  and  magistrates,  would 
end,  as  they  always  do,  in  the  druggist  receiving  the  censure. 
The  subject  was  beset  with  difficulties,  but  he  wished  to 
look  at  it  fairly  and  reasonably — without  any  factious  oppo- 
sition— and  then  we  should  be  able  to  come  to  some  clear 
and  definite  mode  of  action.  Mr.  Brook  thought  the  Council 
of  the  Society  had  made  a  grand  mistake  in  not  elicitiiig 
the  opinions  of  the  whole  trade  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
proprietors  of  the  Chemist  and  Druggist  were  engaged  in 
doing.  He  recommended  the  meeting  to  oppose  the  reso- 
lutions, and  show  a  bold  front  against  being  placed  under 
the  Privy  Council.  The  chemists  of  to-day  were  as  powerful 
as  when,  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  they  rose  as  one  man  and 
compelled  the  Government  to  withdraw  an  obnoxious  Poison 
Bill.  Mr.  Hebden  differed  from  the  preceding  speakers  on 
this  question.  Their  policy,  he  contended,  Bhould  be,  not  to 
offer  an  obstinate  resistance,  but  to  try  and  amend  the  regu- 
lations so  as  to  meet  their  views.  He  maintained  that,  if 
we  kept  on  resisting,  the  public  outcry  would  be  so  great, 
demanding  these  safeguards,  that  more  stringent  proceed- 
ings would  be  enforced  than  those  now  proposed.  The 
horror  of  inspection,  which  so  extensively  prevailed,  he 
thought  was  more  in  imagination  than  anything  else. 
"What  could  be  more  simple  than  this  plan  which  he  now 
proposed  ?  An  inspector  is  appointed— an  accident  occurs 
in  a  chemist's  shop;  the  inspector  visits  if  to  see  if  the 
regulations  are  in  force.  If  all  right,  what  an  advantage 
that  would  be  to  the  chemist  before  a  jury.  In  conclusion, 
he  strenuously  urged  that  resistance  would  end  in  loss,  and 
defeat  compliance  in  our  own  gain  and  the  public  safety. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Bkieeley  submitted  for  the  consideration 
of  the  meeting  that  the  knowledge  of  liability  to  damages 
under  Lord  Campbell's  Act  is  amply  sufficient  to  cause 
great  watchfulness  and  oversight  in  dealing  with  poisons. 
He  felt  certain  five-sevenths  of  the  chemists  of  this 
country  were  opposed  to  tho  regulations,  and  thought  the 
thanks  of  the  meeting  were  dne  to  the  proprietors  of 
the  Chemist  and  Druggist  for  their  energetic  and  honest 
attempt  to  elicit  the  opinion  of  the  trade  generally.  Alter 
a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  "Wood  in  support  of  Mr.  Hebden' s 
views,  Mr.  Jessop  looked  upon  these  regulations  as  a 
slap  in  the  face,  and  he  was  not  going  to  accept  this 
quietly.  We  should  boldly  speak  out  now  while  there  were 
good  grounds  for  believing  that,  at  the  annual  meeting, 
they  would  once  more  be  defeated  in  their  attempts  to  fetter 
the  action  of  the  body  of  chemists  and  druggists.  Mr. 


Dyeb,  in  replying  to  Mr.  Hebden,  contended  there  was 
no  half-way  of  meeting  the  case.  We  must  either  accept 
or  refuse. 

The  Pkkbident  then  read  the  following  resolution  : — 
"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the  proposition  of  the 
Council  for  compulsory  regulations  in  the  dispensing  and 
storage  of  poisons  is  uncalled  for  by  the  public,  inimical  to 
tho  true  interests  of  the  trade,  and  ought  to  be  most 
strenuously  opposed  and  resisted."  This  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Jassoi-,  P.C.,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dyeu,  P.C.,  supported 
by  Mr.  Stott,  P.C.,  and  carried  unanimously. 


LEEDS. 


LEEDS  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  this  A'  sociation  was  held  on 
March  1st,  1871,  when  the  President,  Mr.  Smeeton,  intro- 
duced the  subject  of  the  proposed  Poison  Peculations.  He 
stated  that  his  opinions  had  not  altered  since  last  yenr,  when 
it  was  decided  to  oppose  these  regulations,  on  the  ground 
that  the  best  security  was  the  better  education  of  chemists, 
and  that  he  felt  as  great  a  repugnance  as  others  to  the 
inspection  of  an  official  as  to  the  way  in  which  he  conducted 
his  business.  He  admitted  that,  in  the  main,  these  regula- 
tions were  not  oppressive ;  and  had  they  been  sent  down 
as  recommendations,  would  probably  have  been  adopted, 
so  far  as  was  possible.  He  deprecated  entirely  bringing 
to  the  consideration  of  the  subject  anything  like  a  fore- 
gone conclusion,  founded  upon  proceedings  taken  else- 
where ;  and  strongly  urged  the  consideration  of  the  subject 
in  a  calm  and  unprejudiced  manner.  He  admitted  that 
the  Council  had  not,  in  the  past,  shown  anxiety  to  legislate 
on  the  poison  question,  and  had  repeatedly  prevented  unwise 
and  hurtful  regulations ;  and  he  concluded  that  its  present 
action  was  owing  to  pressure  from  the  officer  of  the  Privy 
Council.  He  thought  that  something  might  yet  be  drawn  up 
by  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  which  would 
satisfy  the  Privy  Council  and  be  acceptable  to  the  trade  ;  and 
quoted  from  Mr.  Brady's  letter  of  July,  18C4,  wherein  he 
said,  "  The  public  will  have  precautions  against  accidents 
adopted  ;  let  them  be  of  our  own  choosing,  rather  than  left 
to  the  selection  of  a  Parliamentary  Committee.  Were  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  acting  officially,  as  the  body  govern- 
ing, not  only  the  interests  of  its  own  members,  but  those  also 
of  the  nation  at  large,  so  far  as  pharmacy  is  concerned,  to 
issue  a  series  of  simple  and  reasonable  regulations  with 
respect  to  the  storing  and  dispensing  of  poisonous  substances, 
it  would  require  no  other  authority  to  ensure  their  general 
adoption,"  etc.  The  general  custom  of  the  trade  showed 
that  regulations  similar  to  those  before  them  were  in  use, 
more  or  less  ;  and  on  the  assumption  that  compulsory 
measures  were  certain,  it  was  better  to  choose  them  rather 
than  have  them  decided  for  the  trade  by  those  less 
conversant  with  the  matter.  The  regulations  themselves 
•were  next  considered.  No  great  objection  was  taken  to 
Nos.  1  and  2,  but  Mr.  Smeeton  thought  there  were  many 
difficulties  in  No.  3,  which  would  almost  render  its  working 
impracticable.  He  concluded  by  saying  that,  though  per- 
sonally lie  could  comply  with  the  requirements,  yet  he  would 
not  like  to  force  such  a  measure  on  the  trade,  except  it  was 
done  to  prevent  a  severer  and  more  oppressive  measure. 

Mr.  R,.  Reynolds  took  the  opportunity  of  again  meeting 
his  friends  to  say  a  few  words  on  a  personal  matter.  Being 
unable,  sinoe  November,  to  fulfil  his  representative  duties  by 
attending  the  meetings  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  he  had  consulted  his  medical  attendants,  and  also 
private  friends,  as  to  the  desirability  of  resigning  hi6  seat, 
but  had  been  dissuaded  from  such  a  step  ;  and  now  he  had 
reason  to  hope  that  he  could  shortly  resume  these  duties.  He 
regretted  much  the  difference  of  opinion  within  the  trade, 
due  to  divergent  views  on  the  policy  of  the  proposed  poison 
regulations.  It  was  especially  injurious  that  their  energies 
were  thus  withdrawn  from  the  subject  of  improving  the  local 
means  of  education.  However,  the  responsibility  of  self- 
government  made  it  impossible  to  be  indifferent  on  so 
vital  a  question ;  and  all  must  feel  that,  in  approaching 
it,  they  ow«d  obligations  to  their  profession  and  to  the 
labours  of  those  who  had  defended  and  consolidated  its 
rights  and  privileges  during  a  period  of  thirty  years. 


March  15,  1871.] 
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The  present  contention  was  not  as  to  the  object,  but  the 
means  and  consequences.  lie  (Mr.  Reynolds)  had  felt  it 
his  duty  elsewhere  to  express  strongly  his  views  upon  the 
details  of  the  propoaed  scheme,  which  had  been  most  ably 
analysed  by  Mr.  Barnard  Proctor,  and  also  to  indicate  the 
probable  consequence  of  its  acceptance.  As  to  the  charge  of 
ignorant  selfishness  made  against  the  opponents  of  the  regu- 
lations by  certain  medical  journals,  the  members  of  the 
Leeds  Chemists-Association  could  afford  to  disregard  them, 
and  to  point  to  their  voluntary  action  during  several  years  as 
the  best  confutation  of  such  a  slander. 

Mr.  Thompson  remarked  that  these  regulations  could  only 
be  enforced  by  penalties  and  also  police  supervision,  for  it 
was  not  to  be  supposed  that  a  new  staff  of  officials  would  be 
organized  for  the  purpose  ;  but  that  the  present  guardians  of 
the  peace  would  be  empowered  to  see  that  these  laws,  like 
all  others,  were  properly  obeyed.  Mr.  Thompson  then  move'd 
the  first  resolution  : — 

*'  That  this  meeting  would  have  received  with  approbation 
a  well-considered  plan  for  storing  powerful  remedies,  if 
recommended  for  voluntary  adoption ;  but  is  of  opinion 
that  the  proposed  compulsory  regulations  for  the  storing  and 
dispensing  of  poisons  are  ill-judged  and  unjust  to  those  to 
whom  they  would  apply,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  resisted.'* 

Mr.  Edwaud  Brows,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  remarked 
that  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  an  insult  to  the  trade,  within 
twelve  months  after  such  an  expression  of  opinion  as 
emanated  from  the  trade  last  year,  that  another  set  of  com- 
pulsory regulations  should  be  attempted  to  be  enforced. 

The  resolution  was  heartily  carried. 

Mr.  Edwin  Yewdall  then  moved,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Taylor 
seconded,  the  next  resolution,  which  was  carried  : — 

"It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  to  be  held  in  May  next, 
the  vote  of  every  member  of  the  Society  respecting  the  pro- 
posed compulsory  regulations  for  the  keeping  and  storing  of 
poisens  should  be  taken  through  the  post  by  voting-papers, 
and  not  merely  by  a  show  of  hands  of  those  present ;  and 
that  due  regard  be  given  to  the  expressed  opinion  of  all  regis- 
tered chemists  and  druggists." 

Mr.  Edwin  Yewdall,  after  stating  that  it  would  be  of  no 
avail  to  organize  a  Defence  Association  after  we  were  once 
really  saddled  with  the  compulsory  regulations,  proposed  the 
third  resolution : — 

"  That  this  meeting  hears  with  satisfaction  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  Chemists'  Defence  Association,  and  approves  of  its 
objects." 

Mr.  Samuel  Taylor  seconded  its  adoption,  which  was 
unanimously  carried. 

It  was  then  proposed  by  Mr.  E.  Yedwell,  seconded  by 
Mr.  R.  Reynolds,  and  carried  with  acclamation  : — 

"That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  the 
President,  Mr.  William  Smeeton,  for  his  conduct  in  the 
chair." 

The  meeting  then  concluded,  when  several  present  joined 
the  "  Chemists'  Defence  Association." 


LIVERPOOL. 


LIVERPOOL  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  seventh  general  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at  the 
Royal  Institution  on  Thursday  evening,  the  16th  February, 
the  President,  Mr.  John  Abraham,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Wilson  and  Mr.  J.  L.  Benson  were  elected 
members,  and  Mr.  A.  Brownrigg  was  elected  an  associate. 

Several  donations  to  the  library  were  announced. 

The  President  alluded  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Sheridan  - 
Muspratt,  and  regretted  that  an  eminent  chemist  had  been 
taken  from  amongst  us.  He  would  not  attempt  to  determine 
his  position  as  a  man  of  science,  but  he  noticed  an  admirable 
trait  in  his  character,  supplied  by  the  preface  to  his  "  Dic- 
tionary of  Chemistry,"  in  his  acknowledgment  of  the  valu- 
able assistance  rendered  to  hhn  by  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  this  Association,  Mr.  Martin  Murphy,  F.O.S. 

Mr.  Charles  Blood  then  read  the  paper  for  tho  evening 
upon  the  "  Year-Book  of  Pharmaoy,  1871,"  in  which  he  gave 
a  rdsume  of  each  of  the  principal  articles  contained  in  the 
volume  lately  issued  by  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference, and  urged  all  those  who  had  not  yet  joined  that 
Society  to  do  so  at  once,  and  obtain  the  book  for  themselves. 


The  President  said  the  members  would  all  feel  indebted 
to  Mr.  Blood  for  his  interesting  criticism  of  the  Year-Book. 
He  thought  the  work  would  prove  a  valuable  adjunct  to 
progress  in  pharmaceutical  knowledge,  and  did  not  doubt 
that  each  year  the  book  would  be  improved. 

Mr.  Alfred  Tanner  said  ho  had  noticed  some  discre- 
pancies in  the  formula*  given ;  for  instance,  in  the  formula 
for  Smith's  cblorodyne,  p.  29,  it  is  printed:  "  Theriaca,  ad 
fgiv. ;"  thisshouldbe  §  v.  according  to  the  formula  published 
by  Mr.  Smith  in  the  1'narmaceutical  Journal,  which  gives 
twenty  grains  of  morphia  in  five  fluid  ounces. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  cordially  voted  to  Mr.  Blood,  who  in 
reply  stated  that  his  object  had  been  simply  to  bring  the  book 
before  the  notice  of  those  who  were  not  members  of  the  Con- 
ference, and  he  trusted  all  present  would  be  induced  to  join 
its  ranks. 


The  eighth  General  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Royal  Insti- 
tution on  the  2nd  instant,  Edward  Davies,  Esq.,  F.C.S. 
(Vi^e-President),  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Alfred  Coughtrey  was  elected  a  member. 

The  Secretary  said  he  had  been  asked  by  several  whether 
the  Association  was  going  to  take  any  action  in  reference  to 
the  proposed  Poison  Regulations,  and  suggested  that  it 
might  be  desirable  to  call  a  meeting  of  all  those  interested 
in  the  matter  in  Liverpool.  It  was  thought  desirable  not  to 
enter  into  any  discussion  upon  the  question  then,  and  the 
following  resolution  was  moved  by  Mr.  Redford,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Shaw :  — "  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  call  a  meet- 
ing of  the  chemists  and  druggists  of  Liverpool  to  consider 
the  proposed  compulsory  regulation  for  the  keeping,  storing 
and  dispensing  of  poisons."* 

Mr.  Keith  read  the  paper  for  the  evening  upon  "  Per- 
manent Photographic  Printing,"  a  report  of  which  we  print 
in  another  part  of  this  journal.  A  discussion  followed,  in 
which  the  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Hallawell,  Houghton, 
and  Redford  took  part ;  and  upon  the  motion  of  the 
President,  seconded  by  Mr.  Redford,  a  unanimous  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Keith  for  his  valuable  paper, 
so  ably  illustrated  by  numerous  experiments  and  specimens 
of  photographs,  etc. 


MAIDSTONE. 


The  annexed  memorial  to  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  has  been  signed  unanimously  by  the 
chemists  (pharmaceutical  and  others)  of  the  town  of 
Maidstone :  — 

"  We,  the  undersigned  chemists  and  druggists  of  Maid- 
stone, observing  with  great  regret  a  proposal  lor  the  future 
storing,  selling,  and  dispensing  of  poisons,  a  plan  appearing 
to  ns  not  only  uncalled  for  and,  even  if  carried  out,  not 
likely  to  ensure  the  public  safety,  would  earnestly  call 
attention  to  the  following  remarks  :  — 

"A  resolution  of  Council  February  1st  is  worded  in  effect 
thus  : — '  As  it  is  necessary  that  the  subject  should  obtain  a 
final  settlement,  it  is  desirable  that  the  regulations 
submitted  by  the  Council  be  sent  to  each  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.'  Chemists  and  druggists  generally 
do  not  appear  to  have  been  favoured  with  the  said  regula- 
tions; the  opinions  and  interests  of  a  great  majority  of 
those  who  are  non-members  appear  to  be  utterly  ignored, 
while  the  continued  restrictions  placed  upon  trade  by  such 
proposals  (if  carried  out)  render  the  plan  additionally 
obnoxious. 

"  We  feel  justified  in  exp"essing  an  opinion  that  the 
paucity  of  accidents  arising  from  errors  in  dispensing 
medicines,  by  no  means  warrants  the  establishment  of  such 
rigid  rules  as  those  submitted  tp  notice,  and  farther,  that 
where  one  bottle  of  mixture,  lotion,  or  liniment,  is  prepared 
and  sent  out  by  a  chemist,  ten,  at  least,  are  placed  in  the 
hands  of  patients  by  medical  practitioners,  the  latter  being 
bound  by  no  regulations  whatever  as  to  the  contents  of  the 
bottle. 

*  In  complianco  with  this  resolution,  a  mooting  of  tho  chomUts  and 
druggists  of  Liverpool  will  1)0  hold  at  tho  Royal  Institution  on  Thursday 
ovoning,  tho  10tb  instant. 
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"  Surely,  if  the  public  is  to  be  protected,  it  must  be  done 
upon  a  broader  scale  and  upon  a  better  basis  than  the  mere 
shape  of  a  package  or  certain  requirements  at  the  hands  of 
the  minority  of  dispensers  only. 

"  Finally,  wo  think  the  words  of  the  *  Council  itself 
go  very  far  to  show  the  doubt  it  entertains  of  the  efficacy 
of  its  own  plan,  '  with  reference  to  the  regulations  it 
would  impose,  they  would  venture  to  say  that  no  vexatious 
proceedings  will  be  adopted  to  inquire  whether  the  rules 
are  taken  any  notice  of.' 

"  That  they  will  be  more  '  honoured  in  the  breach  than 
the  observance '  is  fairly  to  be  calculated  on ;  and  we 
earnestly  trust  that  the  Council  may  reconsider  the  matter 
in  all  its  bearings." 

Argles,  Son  and  Stonham,  Pharmaceutical  Chemists 
William  Rogers,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 
Fardon  and  Son,  Chemists  and  Druggists. 
Josiah  Oliver,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 
Eobert  Whelpton,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
Wimble  and  Co.,  Chemists  and  Druggists. 
Samuel  Cos,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
William  G.  Lines,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
John  W.  G.  Simpson,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
Alfred  Corfe,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
George  N.  Nutt,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
Edward  Vineson,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
John  W.  Hallidat,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
Joseph  Rees  Price,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
F.  S.  Wimble,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 


MANCHESTER. 


MANCHESTER  CHEMISTS'  AND  DRUGGISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

An  ordinary  monthly  meeting  was  held  in  the  Memorial- 
hall,  on  Friday  evening,  March  3rd,  the  President,  Mr. 
W.  S.  Brown,  in  the  chair. 

The  Chairman  announced  that  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  referred  to  the  Council  at  the  last  meeting  had 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  a  "Chemists'  Defence  Asso- 
ciation," particulars  of  which  would  shortly  be  in  the  hands 
of  every  chemist  in  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Hallidat  then  read  the  following  paper  on  "  Dis- 
pensing." He  first  referred  to  the  fact  in  many  of  the  towns 
of  Lancashire  nearly  all  the  dispensing  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  medical  men.  He  thought  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
should  use  its  influence  to  alter  the  system. 

Mr.  Ince's  remarks  made  nearly  twenty  years  ago  were 
applicable  to  many  apprentices  still, — "The  young  beginner 
was  apprenticed  to  a  chemist  because  his  parents  thought 
it  such  a  nice  clean  business ;  contrary  wise,  the  tyro  found 
himself  immediately  smothered  up  to  his  eyes  in  white,  red, 
and  blue  paint— not  unlike  the  clown  at  Astley's— happy  to 
present  himself  to  society,  not  too  redolent  of  varnish,  and 
having  escaped  the  oil  can  on  the  one  side,  and  the  black- 
lead  on  the  other,  allow  a  comprehensive  apron  to  cover  all 
deficiencies  for  seven  long  years ;  he  then  comes  to  Lon- 
don." An  assistant,  trained  in  such  a  manner,  feels  his 
loss  acutely  on  entering  a  new  situation ;  and  considering 
how  impossible  it  is  for  many  apprentices  to  gain  the 
experience  necessary  to  enable  them  to  pass  the  minor 
examination  (now  imperative),  he  (Mr.  Halliday)  would 
suggest  to  the  association  the  advantage  of  having  a  dis- 
pensing counter,  where  associates  might  obtain  a  know- 
ledge of  dispensing.  There  need  be  little  expense  about  the 
medicines  or  apparatus  required,  and  a  knowledge  of  Conti- 
nental pharmacy  might  also  be  obtained  in  this  manner. 
'  Mr.  Halliday  then  proceeded  to  give  a  few  hints  on 
dispensing.  A  Blight  difference  in  colour  ia  often  imme- 
diately noticed  by  the  patient,  and  requires  an  explanation. 
To  prevent  this  it  is  very  needful  to  have  everything  about 
a  dispensing  counter  scrupulously  clean.  A  good  flow  of 
water  is  generally  more  useful  than  a  fluffy  towel  in  cleaning 
a  measure  or  mortar,  and  where  practicable  it  is  advisable 
-to  rinse  a  bottle  before  dispensing  a  mixture.  It  is  well 
known  that  gallic  acid  and  water  should  yield  a  colourless 
mixture,  but  by  carelessness  in  the  use  of  scales,  measure, 
or  mortar  not  properly  cleaned,  it  may  become  coloured. 
A  mixture  containing  iron  may  be  spoiled  if  any  tincture 
containing  tannin  comes  into  contact.    Where  practicable, 


perfect  solution  of  soluble  salts  should  be  made,  for  even  in 
the  simplest  form  of  mixture,  say  one  containing  Potas. 
Bicarb.  Syr.  Aurantii  et  Aqua,  the  bottle  is  sometimes 
wrapped  up  for  delivery  with  the  potash  undissolved  and 
the  syrup  unmixed.  In  mixtures  containing  Potass. 
Bicarb,  and  Acid  Citric,  or  other  effervescing  salts,  the 
effervescence  should  be  effected  before  the  tinctures  or 
syrups  are  added,  and  in  as  little  water  as  possible,  to  form 
the  solution ;  if  so  the  saturation  is  completed  more  rapidly 
than  by  adding  all  the  water,  besides  preventing  an  explo- 
sion from  excess  of  carbonic  acid  when  the  cork  is  drawn. 
The  dispensing  of  pills  is  not  very  popular,  yet  their  use  is 
extending  not  so  much  in  the  old  way,  as  an  aperient  to 
accompany  a  mixture,  but  in  usurping  the  place  of  mixtures 
altogether.  A  few  pills  sometimes  contain  several  alkaloids 
requiring  great  care  in  manipulation,  and,  like  all  other 
pills,  should  be  of  uniform  size  and  shape.  In  dispensing 
pills  containing  ext.  nuc.  vom.,  strychnia,  or  other 
powerful  ingredients,  an  excellent  plan  is  to  add  a  few 
grains  of  sugar  of  milk  to  pulverize  the  extract  or  sub- 
divide the  alkaloid  before  mixing  with  the  excipient,  by 
which  means  more  equal  division  of  the  active  ingredient  is 
obtained.  When  pills  are  repeated  they  should  be  dispensed 
the  same  size  as  before;  the  q.s.  required  should  be  noted 
for  reference.  Minute  pills,  containing  one-eighth  or  one- 
fourth  of  a  grain  of  alkaloid,  might  be  increased  with 
advantage  to  a  standard  size  of  one  grain,  by  the  addition 
of  sugar  of  milk.  Powders  should  be  weighed,  and  not 
guessed  by  what  has  been  termed  the  rule  of  thumb. 
Liniments  and  lotions  require  little  special  notice ;  but  in 
dispensing  lin.  chloroform.,  or  camphor,  it  is  needful  to  have 
dry  bottles,  as  the  least  addition  of  spirit  or  water  prevents 
a  bright  liniment. 

Most  of  the  formula!  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  are 
prepared  to  a  definite  quantity  of  twenty  ounces;  but  in 
the  preparation  of  Linim.  Camph.  Comp.  the  old  formula  has 
been  copied,  thus : — 

Camphorse,  Sy'ss. 

01.  Lavand.,  jj. 

Liq.  Ammon.  Fort.,  Jv. 

forming  Liniment  Jxxijss.,  as  camphor  in  solution  equals  its 
weight  volumetrically. 

A  lotion  prepared  from  the  following  prescription  may  be 
dispensed  of  two  colours  : — 

Pp.  Hydrarg.  Perchloridi,  gr.  ij. 
Hydrarg.  Subchloridi,  gr.  xx. 
Aqua  Calcis,  ^ij. 

If  the  calomel  is  mixed  firBt,  and  a  solution  of  sublimate, 
often  kept  for  convenience,  added  last,  a  black  deposit — 
black  oxide  of  mercury — is  formed ;  but  if  the  sublimate  is 
dissolved  in  the  lime  water,  and  the  calomel  added  after- 
wards, the  red  oxide  is  deposited.  Ointments  are  often 
prepared  on  a  slab ;  in  most  cases  a  mortar  answers  better. 
One  not  unfrequently  sees  an  abortive  attempt  made  to 
prepare  Ung.  Sulph.  Co.  on  a  slab,  the  hellebore  and  sul- 
phur are  in  distinct  lumps,  and  the  lard  frigid.  It  is  much 
more  satisfactory  for  the  powders  to  be  mixed  in  a  mortar, 
and  melted  lard  added. 

In  dispensing  an  ointment  from  the  following  formula  it 
is  a  good  plan  to  melt  the  lard,  add  the  oil,  and  when  nearly 
cold  stir  in  the  precipitate : — 

Hyd.  Nit.  Ox.  Lev.,  5ij. 
Adipis, 

01.  Amygd.,  aa  jj. 

Expressed  Oil  of  Mace  and  other  fatty  substances  mix  much 
better  with  lotions  if  previously  melted  than  if  rubbed  cold. 
Ung.  Potassii  Iodidi  and  Ung.  Hydrarg.  Perchloridi  are 
best  prepared  if  the  salts  are  dissolved  in  a  little  water 
in  a  test  tube ;  and  Ung.  Camphorre  can  be  prepared  per- 
fectly smooth  if  the  camphor  is  dissolved  by  a  gentle  heat 
in  the  lard. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Halliday  cautioned  young  men  against 
commencing  business  too  early  in  life.  They  had  much 
better  gain  experience  in  London  or  some  other  large  town, 
and  if  possible  obtain  a  knowledge  of  Continental  pharmacy 
in  France  or  Germany ;  nor  might  a  terra  of  engagement  in 
one  of  the  marble  palaces  called  *'  Drug  Stores  "  in  the  great 
continent  of  America,  prove  useless. 

A  discussion  followed,  in  which  many  members  took  part. 
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Opinions  were  expressed  that  prescribers  should  underline 
any  unusually  large  dose  to  indicate  to  the  dispenser  that  it 
was  not  an  oversight,  and  thus  relieve  him  from  doubt. 
That  if  any  part  of  the  prescription  admitted  of  a  double 
reading,  the  first  dispenser  should  make  a  marginal  note 
for  the  guidance  of  those  who  followed  him  that  uniformity 
might  be  secured.  That  dispensers  should  accustom  theni- 
eelvee  to  calculate  the  doses  of  all  active  ingredients  in  a 
prescription  before  they  dispensed  it.  That  where  practi- 
cable the  dispensing  of  powerful  medicines  should  be 
"  checked  "  by  a  second  person.  A  case  containing  a  great 
variety  of  labels  for  "poisons"  and  "outward  applications" 
was  exhibited  by  Mr.  H.  Silverlock,  of  London. 


THE  CHEMISTS'  DEFENCE  ASSOCIATION. 

At  a  public  meeting  held  in  the  Memorial-hall,  Albert- 
square,  Manchester,  on  Wednesday  evening,  February 
22nd,  1871,  to  consider  the  proposed  Compulsory  Poison 
Regulations,  and  the  advisability  of  forming  an  association 
of  chemists  for  the  purpose  of  resisting  their  enactment, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jabez  Waterhouse,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Eobert  Hampson,  Mr.  Councillor  Brown  was  called  to 
the  Chair,  and  the  follow  resolutions  were  unanimously 
passed : — 

First  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Eobert  Hampson, 
Manchester,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bostock,  Ashton-under- 
Lyne,— 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  action  of  the 
majority  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  in  proposing  Com- 
pulsory Eegulations  for  the  Storing  and  Dispensing  of 
Poisons,  is  prejudicial  to  the  true  interests  of  the  trade, 
uncalled  for  by  the  public,  and  ought  to  be  strenuously 
resisted." 

Second  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Kay,  Stockport, 
seconded  by  Mr.  E.  Fisher,  Ashton-under-Lyne, — 

"  Tnat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  if  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  really  desire  to 
ascertain  the  opinion  of  the  whole  of  the  members  on  the 
proposed  Compulsory  Poison  Eegulations,  and  not  merely 
that  of  a  section  who  attend  the  annual  meeting  in  May, 
they  will  make  arrangements  for  voting  by  the  use  of  proxy 
papers." 

Third  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Jabez  "Waterhouse, 
Ashton-under-Lyne,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hunt,  Manchester, — 

"  That  an  association  be  formed,  to  be  called  '  The 
Chemists'  Defence  Association,'  having  for  its  objects : — 
1st.  To  organize  an  opposition,  and  to  adopt  all  suitable 
means  to  prevent  a  dominant  section  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council,  influenced  by  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Privy 
Council,  from  enacting  Compulsory  Eegulations  for  the 
keeping  and  dispensing  of  Poisons,  such  being  unnecessary 
in  the  interests  of  the  public ;  and  from  the  vagueness  of 
their  character  and  indefinite  scope  of  application  are 
•certain  to  prove  most  vexatious  and  objectionable  to  the 
members  of  the  trade.  2nd.  To  protest  against  the  assump- 
tion that  further  regulations  for  keeping  and  dispensing  of 
poisons  are  needed  to  be  applied  to  chemists — the  only  true 
safeguards,  viz.,  improved  education,  and  adequate  respon- 
sibility, being  secured  by  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  18G8,  which  have  already  produced  considerable  effects, 
and  will,  if  allowed  fair  operation,  speedily  accomplish  all 
that  is  required;  and  the  attempt  to  apply  further  im- 
perative regulations  to  chemists,  whilst  surgeons,  veterinary 
surgeons,  hospital  dispensaries,  etc.,  are  excepted,  would 
■expose  the  public  to  greater  danger  from  varying  customs 
than  if  no  such  unwise  attempt  had  been  made.  3rd.  To 
influence  the  forthcoming  election  of  members  of  council, 
and  to  secure  a  more  adequate  representation  of  the  widely 
expressed  views  of  the  trade  on  this  important  question." 

Fourth  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Councillor  Scott, 
Eochdale,  seconded  by  Mr.  Barnaby,  Manchester, — 

"That  an  hon.  secretary,  treasurer,  an  executive  com- 
mittee consisting  of  twelve  members  of  the  Association — 
four  to  form  a  quorum — and  a  general  committee,  with 
power  to  add  to  their  number  be  appointed." 

Fifth  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Mnmbray,  seconded  by 
Mr.  T.  S.  Johnson,— 

"That  the  hon.  secretary  be  Mr.  Eobert  Hampson;  the 
treasurer  be  Mr.  Geo.  Woolley;  and  the  executive  com- 
mittee be  Messrs.  W.  S.  Brown,  Benger,  Barnaby,  Hughes, 


Halliday,  Kay,  Eeynolds,  F.C.S..  Eobinson,  Slugg,  F.E.A.S., 
Jabez  Waterhouse,  Woolley,  Wilkinson." 

Sixth  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Benger,  Manchester, 
seconded  by  Alderman  Taylor,  Eochdale, — 

"That  the  officers  be  empowered  to  adopt  all  suitable 
means  by  correspondence,  the  issue  of  circulars,  and  other 
agencies,  to  organise  an  effective  opposition  to  the  proposed 
Compulsory  Poison  Eegulations,  and  that  contributions  to 
the  funds  be  solicited ;  that  the  committee  be  empowered  to 
employ  such  legal  and  other  paid  agency  as  they  may  judge 
necessary;  and  also  to  organise  branch  associations  and 
other  means  to  give  effect  to  their  action." 

Seventh  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Fisher,  Ahston- 
under-Lyne,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gill,  Pendleton, — 

"That  every  contributor  of  2s.  6d.  and  upwards  be  a 
•member  of  this  association.' " 


NOEWICH. 


NORWICH  CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS*  ASSOCIATION. 

A  General  Meeting  of  the  above  Society  was  held  on 
Wednesday,  January  25th,  the  Vice-President,  Mi-.  E. 
Nuthall,  in  the  chair. 

The  Chairman  said — Before  proceeding  to  the  business 
of  the  meeting,  as  specified  by  the  public  notice,  he  thought 
it  would  be  well  briefly  to  review  the  progress  of  the  Society 
since  their  last  meeting.  In  the  first  place,  they  had  been 
favoured  by  Mr.  Sutton  with  two  excellent  lectures  on 
chemistry,  which,  although  adapted  to  the  requirements  of 
the  juvenile  members,  had  been  highly  instructive  to  all, 
and  thoroughly  illustrated  by  most  interesting  experiments. 
For  information  respecting  the  library  and  museum,  he 
would  refer  them  to  the  treasurer,  Mr.  Butler,  who  had 
been  acting  as  secretary  since  Mr.  Perkin's  removal,  merely 
noticing  the  great  obligation  the  Society  was  under  to 
Thomas  Hyde  Hills,  Esq.,  for  supplying  them  with  the 
nucleus  of  a  library.  With  the  exception  of  a  fortnight  at 
Christmas,  the  four  weekly  classes  had  been  regularly  held, 
and  he  only  regretted  that  the  attendance  had  not  been 
regular  as  well,  for,  with  the  exception  of  the  Latin  class, 
the  number  of  students  had  fallen  off  considerably.  This 
was  a  circumstance  greatly  to  be  regretted,  not  only  because 
it  showed  an  indifference  to  their  own  interests,  but  also  to 
those  of  the  Society,  for  it  could  only  be  discouraging  to 
those  who  promoted  the  design,  and  had  been  taking  the 
duty  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Association,  to  find 
that  their  primary  object,  namely,  the  diffusion  of  the 
knowledge  so  essential  to  the  status  of  a  chemist,  was 
passed  over  and  almost  entirely  neglected  by  the  majority 
of  members. 

Mr.  Butler  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  their  late  secre- 
tary, Mr.  Perkin,  and  in  so  doing  observed  how  much  he 
regretted  the  loss  of  his  valuable  services  to  the  Society, 
from  which  it  had  so  greatly  benefited  from  its  formation. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Martin,  and  carried  with 
applause. 

Mr.  Butler  stated  with  reference  to  the  library  and 
museum,  that  the  Council  had  selected  a  sub-committee  to 
make  all  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  carrying  out 
of  their  original  plan,  and  they  shortly  hoped  to  be  able  to 
show  a  beginning  in  the  museum,  as  the  requisite  furniture 
was  already  ordered.  In  the  collection  of  specimens,  all 
members  could,  and  he  trusted  would,  aid.  The  museum 
committee  would  be  glad  to  receive  any  good  crystals  and 
characteristic  specimens  of  organic  materia  medica.  They 
also  desired  to  show  the  various  adulterants.  The  grant 
from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  in  part  disposed  of  in 
purchase  of  those  diagrams  now  of  so  much  service  to  the 
botanical  class.  They  hoped  shortly  to  expend  the  re- 
mainder in  the  purchase  of  chemical  diagrams.  He  had 
been  requested  to  notice  the  falling  off  in  the  attendance  at 
the  various  classes.  Ho  was  sorry  to  say  he  had  himself 
observed  it,  and  it  had  caused  him  much  pain  and  surprise 
that  those  for  whose  benefit  they  were  carried  on  should 
not  have  more  earnestly  availed  themselves  of  their  advan- 
tages. It  was  quite  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  these 
advantages  under  the  present  system  of  compulsory  exami- 
nation, but  he  would  remind  them  that  they  were  throwing 
cold  water  on  the  efforts  of  those  who  had  so  kindly  given 
time  for  the  preparation  and  delivery  of  the  lectures. 
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Mr.  Griinditch  was  olocted  secretary,  and  Mr.  Butler 
financial  secretary.  After  some  further  conversation  the 
meeting  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman. 


NOTTINGHAM. 


NOTTINGHAM  AND  NOTTINGHAMSHIRE  CHEMISTS* 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  fourth  general  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at 
Britannia  Chambers  on  21st  January;  the  President,  Mr. 
Atherton,  in  tho  chair.  Members  only  were  invited. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. Mr.  Atherton  expressed  his  hearty  thanks  for  the 
vote  of  condolence  passed  at  the  previous  meeting. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  announced  that  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Journal  had  been  received  during  the  month,  as  also  a 
number  of  specimens  of  Argol,  etc.,  from  Messrs.  Matthews, 
of  Bristol,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  recorded  to  the  respec- 
tive donors.  The  proposed  Poison  Regulations  were  then 
considered,  and  after  considerable  discussion,  and  the  read- 
ing of  a  letter  expressing  the  opinion  of  an  individual 
member,  the  following  resolution  was  passed : — "  That  this 
Society  views  with  regret  the  decision  arrived  at  by  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  recommend  to  the 
notice  of  their  annual  meeting  the  institution  of  com- 
pulsory poison  regulations."  The  formation  of  the  museum 
was  then  brought  forward,  and  Mr.  Atherton  agreed  to 
supply  specimens  of  chemicals,  and  Mr.  Rayner  the  various 
roots.  A  fund  for  the  furtherance  of  the  same  object 
was  formed,  and  contributions  to  the  amount  of  £3  5s.  were 
then  and  there  promised. 


The  annual  supper  of  this  Society  was  held  at  the  May- 
pole Hotel,  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  7th  of  February,  the 
President,  Mr.  J.  H.  Athbrton,  in  the  chair,  the  vice- chair 
being  occupied  by  Mr.  FitzHdgh,  Vice-President. 

After  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  and  the  "  Medical  Profession," 

Mr.  W.  H.  Parker  expressed  the  pleasure  it  gave  him 
to  propose  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  Council." 
As  the  governing  body  of  tho  profession  it  commanded 
their  respect,  and  to  its  prosperity  they  would  all  wish  to 
contribute.  They  would  all  sympathize  with  the  Council 
in  the  many  difficult  matters  they  were  called  upon  to 
decide,  and  perhaps  no  more  difficult  matter  had  ever  come 
before  them  than  the  "  Poison  Regulations."  It  was  un- 
necessary for  him  to  say  how  much  opposed  he  was  to  any 
compulsory  measures.  A  thorough  change  had  been  wrought 
in  the  constitution  of  the  Council  by  those  Regulations,  and 
he  thought  the  new  Council  must  have  some  very  good 
reasons  for  now  recommending  what  many  of  them  formerly 
objected  to.  Under  any  circumstances  he  objected  to  the 
compulsion,  but  hoped  their  discussion  would  result  in  a 
thoroughly  practical  measure,  as  free  from  anything  ob- 
jectionable as  possible.  Thero  was  one  other  subject  which 
he  wished  to  mention.  The  income  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  must  be  something  like  £7,000  or  .£8,000  a  year,  and 
he  would  like  to  see  a  portion  of  this  money  applied  freely  to 
the  various  provincial  societies  requiring  aid  for  promoting 
the  educational  objects  for  which  they  were  established. 
The  chief  sources  of  this  income  being  from  the  provinces, 
he  thought  it  only  right  that  some  return  should  be  looked 
for  in  aiding  these  societies,  which  acted  as  so  many  feeders 
to  the  parent  Society. 

Nottingham  had  the  honour  of  being  represented  in  the 
Council  in  the  person  of  their  worthy  President,  Mr.  Ather- 
ton, and  he  thought  they  might  rely  on  his  efforts  to  do 
what  he  could  to  promote  the  welfare  of  such  societies,  and 
in  proposing  the  toast  he  begged  to  couple  with  it  the 
name  of  Mr.  Atherton. 

Mr.  Atherton  expressed  the  pleasure  he  felt  in  being 
associated  with  such  a  body  of  men  as  the  present  Council, 
and  assured  them  that  whatever  might  be  the  differences 
of  opinion  on  certain  questions,  they  might  rely  upon  it  that 
the  truest  and  best  interests  of  pharmaceutists  and  chemists 
.generally  throughout  the  country  would  be  safe  in  such 
hands.  After  referring  at  some  length  to  the  questions  affect- 
ing the  welfare  of  their  body,  and  in  special  reference  to  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Atherton  explained  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Council  in  reference  to  the  proposed  Poison 
Regulations,  and  deprecated  the  action  of  the  Privy  Council 


in  the  matter.  Personally  he  objected  on  principle  to  the 
compulsion,  and  thought  that  a  code  of  simple  regulations, 
coming  as  a  recommendation  from  the  Council,  would  have 
answered  every  purpose,  and  have  been  well  received  by  the 
trade,  and  generally  adopted.  The  onus  of  anyone  neglect- 
ing those  or  other  suitable  precautions  would  be  thrown 
upon  the  individual,  and  their  responsibility  would  not  be 
materially  diminished  if  tho  regulations  were  compulsory. 
The  majority  of  the  Council  were  in  favour  of  the  "  Regu- 
lations" beiDg  adopted,  and  their  opinions  were  entitled  to 
respect.  But  in  a  matter  of  such  importance  as  this,  and 
in  the  face  of  so  much  opposition  to  any  interference  with 
the  freedom  of  the  trade,  he  thought  that  the  Council  would 
do  well  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  chemists  throughout  the 
country  before  the  final  decision  wa3  taken  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  May.  Another  point  for  their  consideration  was 
the  one-sided  nature  of  these  Regulations.  They  did  not 
apply  to  surgeons  or  dispensaries,  only  to  chemists.  If 
chemists  were  bound  to  accept  the  "  compulsion"  why  should 
not  the  same  principle  be  applied  to  all  ?  In  conclusion,  he 
thought  that  if  the  matter  were  properly  represented  to  the 
Privy  Council  some  other  arrangement  might  be  come  to 
more  satisfactory  to  the  majority. 

The  President  proposed  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "Success 
to  the  Nottingham  and  Nottinghamshire  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion," and  referred  to  the  moral  obligation  of  all  chemists 
within  the  influence  of  the  Society  to  support  it  in  every 
possible  way.  After  congratulating  them  on  the  success 
which  had  attended  their  efforts  during  the  past  session,  he 
expressed  his  gratification  that  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Sooiety  had  expressed  their  readiness  to  assist  the 
society  by  grants  of  money,  books,  or  apparatus  according 
to  the  wants  of  each  case. 

The  other  toasts  proposed  were — the  President  (Mr. 
Atherton),  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  FitzHugh),  the  treasurer 
(Mr.  Rayner),  the  Hon..  Sec.  (Mr.  Mayfield).  The  Lecturers 
to  the  Society  responded  to  by  Mr.  Elder,  and  the  Ladies 
by  Mr.  Mayfield. 


OLDHAM. 


chemists'  and  drxtooists'  assistants'  and  apprentices' 

association. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  above 
Association  was  held  last  month,  when  there  was  a  good 
attendance.  The  business  of  the  evening  commenced  by  the 
reading  of  the  secretary's  report,  which  announced  a  fair 
degree  of  prosperity.  The  Latin  class,  formed  in  April  last, 
had  been  attended  by  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  the 
Association.  The  report  also  alluded  to  several  presentations 
which  had  been  made  to  the  Association,  and  concluded  with 
the  financial  statement,  which  showed  a  small  balance  in 
hand. 


SCARBOROUGH. 


SCARBOROUGH   CHEMISTS*  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  on  Monday,  February 
20th  ;  the  President,  Mr.  G.  Porrett,  in  the  chair.  A  m  <jority 
of  the  members  were  present,  the  special  object  being  to 
consider  the  proposed  compulsory  regulations  for  storing  and 
dispensing  poisons,  which  were  freely  discussed,  and  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  passed : — 

"That  this  Association  unanimously  and  emphatically 
condemns  the  action  of  those  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
who  wish  to  impose  on  the  trade  restrictions  which  are 
altogether  unfair  and  unnecessary,  believing  that  the  tests  of 
competency  now  required  are  sufficiently  adapted  to  secure 
the  safety  of  the  public." 

It  was  also  resolved,  "  That  concerted  action  be  taken  with 
other  Associations  to  secure  the  withdrawal  or  e  jection  of  the 
proposed  obnoxious  riegulations." 


Bee  Stings. — A  writer  in  the  Scientific  American  says  that 
"  a  good  absorbent"  will  ease  the  pain  of  stings.  "The  best 
absorbing  substance  that  I  have  tried  is  lean  fresh  meat.  This 
will  relieve  the  pain  of  a  wasp  sting  almost  instantly,  and  has 
been  recommended  for  the  cure  of  rattlesi.ake  bites.  I  have 
also  used  it  with  marked  effect  in  erysipelas." 
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&raire  Utemoranba. 

Thb  partnership  heretofore  subsisting  between  Charles 
Cooper  and  Charles  Banks  Cooper,  manufacturing  chemists, 
Lionel-street  and  Augusta-street,  Birmingham,  has  been 
dissolved,  and  the  business  will  be  carried  on  by  Charles 
Banks  Cooper. 

Mr.  Vordon  Deurden,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Hillsboro', 
Yorkshire,  has  retired  from  business.  His  stock  -in -trade, 
fixtures,  etc.,  were  sold  by  auction  on  the  15th  ult. 

A  few  weeks  since  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  shop  of  Mr. 
James,  grocer,  Hanley,  Staffordshire,  who,  with  his  family, 
had  a  narrow  escape.  The  adjoining  premises,  occupied  by 
Mr.  Sorrel,  chemist,  were  completely  gutted.  He  succeeded 
in  saving  a  small  portion  of  his  property. 

Last  month  we  called  attention  to  the  unusual  number  of 
deaths  which  had  occurred  amongst  the  chemists  of  the 
North  of  England.  We  have  this  month  to  add  two  more 
to  the  number.  In  the  first  week  in  February  was  an- 
nounced the  death  of  Mr.  Robinson,  the  oldest  and  longest- 
established  chemist  in  Carlisle ;  he  died  full  of  years  and 
honours.  On  the  11th  of  February  died  at  Killham,  near 
Driffield,  Yorkshire,  Mr.  James  Lamplugh,  chemist,  aged  48. 


COMPULSION.-THE  POISONS  REGULATIONS. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OP  "THI  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST." 

SIR, — My  instincts  are  not  political,  yet  I  think  it  a  sort  of 
dishonesty  to  remain  a  passive  spectator  when  subjects 
of  such  paramount  importance  as  the  Poison  Regulations  are 
discussed.  "Withdraw  the  term  compulsory,  and  I  have  not 
one  word  to  say  :  interpret  regulation  by  recommendation,  and 
I  am  dumb.  The  attempted  imposition  of  such  restrictions 
by  the  iron  authority  of  law  is  due  to  a  low  estimate  of  the 
value  of  the  educational  advance  made  during  the  past  thirty 
year3  ;  practically,  but  not  intentionally,  it  is  an  insult  to 
that  progress. 

That  any  pressure  from  without  should  admire  and  seek  to 
bind  on  others  mechanical  substitutes  for  intelligence,  excites 
no  surprise  ;  but  that  educated  men  should  themselves  en- 
deavour to  be  chained  up  as  dangerous  individuals  and  should 
provide  their  own  fetters,  seems  an  attitude  at  once  humi- 
liating and  unaccountable. 

Two  classes  of  pharmacists  are  concerned  in  these  regula- 
tions. First,  the  admirable  men  who  have  fought  a  battle 
with  necessity,  and  who,  with  scanty  means  but  indomitable 
perseverance— with  wretched  preliminary  education,  but 
never  Wearying  application — have  raised  themselves  commer- 
cially, socially,  and  intellectually,  till  they  have  won  the 
position  which  they  now  enjoy.  They  are  masters  of  the 
situation;  they  have  no  theories  in  their  composition,  and 
their  cons'ant  care  is  not  only  to  increase  their  store,  but 
from  prudential,  if  not  from  higher  motives,  to  watch 
over  the  interest  of  the  public.  In  this  year  of  grace  they 
are  told,  after  perhaps  forty  years'  wandering  in  the  wilder- 
ness, that  they  are  incompetent  to  direct  their  own  affairs, 
and  that  unless  some  capable  official  kindly  shows  them  how 
to  arrange  their  bottles,  they  will  poison  their  next-door 
neighbour. 

Secondly,  there  is  another  class  of  whom  we  are  all  proud, 
who  have  consecrated  time,  money,  and  personal  devotion 
in  order  to  attain  excellence  in  their  profession.  Happy  is  it 
for  that  father  whose  sterling  business  knowledge  is  seconded 
by  the  scientific  acquirements  of  his  son.  Success  is  as 
certain  as  that  day  follows  night.  I  speak  for  this  latter 
class,  whose  existence  has  been  ignored. 


Let  us  not  drive  them  away  from  our  ranks,  as  we  infal- 
libly shall,  when  they  make  the  painful  discovery  that  after 
a  long  course  of  laborious  study  they  are  not  fit  to  be  en- 
trusted with  the  storage  and  arrangement  of  those  ordinary 
dangerous  substances  which  are  sold  in  trade.  A  little  more 
exertion,  not  much,  would  transplant  them  straight  into  the 
medical  profession,  where  they  would  be  treated  with  respect. 
They  have  adopted  pharmacy,  spare  them  unnecessary 
annoyance. 

May  is  at  hand,  and  will  decide  these  points.  At  that 
anniversary  meeting  it  is  within  possibility  that  these  regula- 
tions may  be  scattered  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven ;  yet  as 
strange  things  happen,  they  may  for  a  time  become  compul- 
sory. In  that  event,  some  one  is  bound  to  propose  the 
following  resolution :  — 

"  That  our  educational  system  be  discontinued,  having 
proved  ineffective  either  as  regards  the  training  of  pharma- 
cists or  the  consequent  safety  of  the  public ;  and  that  the 
commanding  premises  situate  in  Bloomsbury  be  put  up  to 
auction." 

36,  Addison-road,  Kensington,  W.  Joseph  Ince. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OP  "'THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST." 

Sir, — The  circular,  with  voting-paper  attached,  received  by 
me  this  morning,  contains  an  important  error,  which  I  hasten 
to  correct. 

You  state  that  "  a  majority  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  favours  the  enactment  of  certain  '  Poisons 
Regulations,'  "  and  again,  lower  down,  "  Below  we  print  the 
scheme  of  Regulations  which  has  been  published  as  the  one 
approved  of  by  the  Council." 

The  regulations  that  accompany  the  "  Statement  of  Rea- 
sons "  are  simply  proposed  regulations,  i.e.,  proposed  by 
Mr.  Simon  for  adoption  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  The 
alterations  and  additions  therein  have  nevei  been  considered 
by  the  Council,  whose  only  action  has  been  to  resolve  "  that 
the  proposed  regulations  as  to  the  keeping  and  dispensing  of 
poisons  now  presented  be  received  and  entered  on  the  minutes." 
Before  their  adoption  they  will  have  to  undergo  a  searching 
investigation.  I  'may  say  that  I  am  not  at  all  satisfied  with 
them  in  their  present  form.  1  should  prefer  a  complete  and 
methodic  settlement  of  the  question,  now  that  it  can  be  settled 
calmly.  Let  us  defer  action  on  the  matter  till  an  "accident" 
produces  pani;  in  the  public  mind,  and  we  risk  subjecting 
ourselves  to  panic  legislation.  Our  case  then  will  be  an 
unhappy  one. 

I  can  see  plenty  of  reasons  for  your  entertaining  the  opinion 
that  the  draft  of  the  Poisons  Regulations  had  been  adopted 
by  the  Council.  The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Dymond  and 
the  "Statement  of  Reasons"  both  contain  ambiguous  passages 
that  would  favour  either  view. 

Without  wishing  to  increase  the  number  of  laboured  utter- 
ances on  this  vexed  subject,  I  may  express  my  regret  to  find 
you  writing  so  harshly  of  the  Council  of  which  I  am  a  mem- 
ber. Time  will  show  which  is  the  "broad,"  which  the 
"narrow"  view,  and  the  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  will  soon  have  the  opportunity  of  electing  to  its 
Council  board  members  (not  delegates)  not  "  unworthy  to 
occupy  the  position  "  of  councillors. 

Having  already  voted  against  as  unnecessary  the  plan  of 
ascertaining  the  opinion  of  the  trade  generally  that  you  are 
carrying  out,  I  make  no  use  of  the  voting-paper  you  kindly 
sent  me.  Do  not  imagine,  however,  that  the  Council  is  not 
aware  of  the  probable  result.  The  Defence  Association  has 
a  good  "cry,"  and  it  will  tell. 

I  Relieve  that  even  now,  after  all  that  has  been  said  and 
written  on  the  subject,  a  large  number  of  chemists  have  failed 
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to  perceive  the  extreme  flexibility  and  adaptability  of  the  pro- 
posed Regulations.  I  have  adopted  them  for  some  time  with- 
out suffering  the  smallest  incon  venience,  and  I  believe  it  would 
be  the  same  in  almost  every  case. 

It  is  a  pity  the  energies  of  the  Defence  Association  are  not 
reserved  for  cases  of  real  not  sentimental  grievance,  when  its 
action  would  be  less  likely  to  bring  our  order  into  public 
odium  and  contempt  and  to  subject  us  to  the  yoke  of  the 
medical  profession. 

Thos.  B.  Groves. 

Weymouth,  March  10th,  1871. 

[Mr.  Groves  argues  forcibly  in  favour  of  the  Poisons  Regula- 
tions, but  he  objects  to  fill  up  our  non-official  voting-paper, 
because  he  considers  it  unnecessary  to  ascertain  the  opinions 
of  the  trade.  We  also  understand  him  to  intimate  that 
the  Council  expects  the  voice  of  the  trade  to  be  against  its 
own  wishes  in  this  matter,  but  that  belief  is  not  allowed  to 
weigh.  As  one  of  the  ablest  pharmaceutists  in  England, 
Mr.  Groves  is  an  ornament  to  the  Council;  but  holding  such 
political  principles  as  he  has  here  enunciated,  we  reiterate 
that  he  is  not  worthy  to  be  in  a  representative  position,  and 
no  letter  which  we  have  received  on  this  subject  has  so 
fully  convinced  us  that  our  course  in  canvassing  the  whole 
trade  is  urgently  called  for. — Ed,  C.  D.~\ 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  "  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST." 

Sir, — I  have  carefully  read  the  circular  you  have  kindly 
forwarded,  and  herewith  return  the  voting-paper  with  my 
initials  in  the  square  against  the  Poisons  Regulations,  add- 
ing "if  compulsory."  I  should  be  in  favour  of  them  if  issued 
by  the  Council  as  recommendations  for  voluntary  adoption, 
believing  the  trade  at  large  would  approve  of  and  carry  them 
out  as  far  as  practicable,  if  thus  introduced.  Personally,  I 
feel  glad  that  you  have  adopted  the  energetic  enterprise  of 
seeking  to  elicit  the  opinion  of  every  chemist  and  druggist 
as  well  as  pharmaceutical  chemist  throughout  the  empire 
on  this  poison  question.  It  is  only  right  and  just  that  the 
whole  trade  should  have  a  voice  in  a  matter  affecting  each 
individual  member.  I  joined  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
at  its  commencement,  some  thirty  years  ago,  admiring  its 
objects  and  wishing  it  success  in  the  effort  to  promote 
education,  and  thus  improve  and  elevate  our  status  in 
society,  as  well  as  to  protect  our  body  against  assaults  with 
which  it  was  then  threatened  from  without.  The  Council  of 
the  Society  at  that  time  recommended  certain  precautions  for 
the  storage  and  sale  of  poisons,  which  were  approved  of, 
and,  I  believe,  very  generally  adopted  by  chemists  through- 
out the  country,  who  have  ever  been  anxious  to  promote 
the  public  safety  and  welfare,  as  well  as  their  own.  During 
the  last  quarter  of  a  century  education  has  materially 
advanced,  and  our  profession  has  progressed,  I  think,  equally 
with  others.  It  appears,  therefore,  like  going  back,  instead 
of  forward,  to  propose  compulsion  and  inspection  now 
amongst  the  members  of  an  educated  body,  incorporated  by 
Royal  Charter,  registered  when  even  its  first  Council  and 
founders  repudiated  inteference  by  an  officious  and  obtrusive 
external  agency.  Let  our  present  Council  and  members 
generally  seek  to  maintain  relf-respect  and  true  dignity  as 
the  result  of  increasing  education  and  personal  culture, 
rather  than  impose  upon  themseves,  or  submit  to  fresh 
trammels,  and  thus  relinquish  that  claim  to  liberty  which 
registration  should  guarantee.  Several  of  my  neighbouring 
chemists,  although  not  M.P.S.,  are  gentlemen  of  long-stand- 
ing, enlarged  experience,  and  equal  ability :  on  their  account, 
therefore,  I  plead  that  an  enactment  of  this  character — 
affecting  us  all  alike— should  not  be  enforced  without 
giving  them  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  views  on 
this  poisons  question. 

I  remain,  yours  faithfully, 

W.  Bostock,  Local  Secretary,  M.P.S. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OP    "  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST." 

1  Sir, — I  most  heartily  concur  in  your  well-devised  mode  of 
securing  the  opinions  of  members  of  the  trade  generally  on 
the  Poisons  Regulations  proposed  for  enactment  by  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.     The  Pharmaceutical 


Society's  Council  should  be  the  defence  committee  for  all 
chemists,  and  not  the  leaguers  for  their  torment.  We  are 
legislated  for  how  to  sell  poisons.  It  is  proposed  next  to  pass 
an  "  Act  of  Uniformity  "  how  we  are  to  keep  them  ;  and  in 
consistence  the  next  step  will  be  where  we  are  to  get  them. 
The  conclusion  this  process  suggests  is — that  the  education 
promoted  and  required  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is 
degenerative  in  tendency.  But,  surely,  we  must  not  allow 
this  if  culture  means  only  clipping  the  power  which  Nature 
bestows  for  application,  and  skill  will  grow  "smaller  by 
degrees  and  beautifully  less  "  among  those  who  toil  long  and 
thoughtful  hours  between  the  bottles  and  counter  of  a  drug- 
gist's shop  or  otherwise.  The  pressure  imposed  on  these 
chemical  "  agents "  will  induce  an  explosion  more  hurtful 
than  helpful  to  the  gentlemen  whose  head-quarters  are  at 
17,  Bloomsbury- square. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

Edw  \rd  Brown. 
66,  Woodhouse-lane,  Leeds,  9th  March,  1871. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OP  THE  "  CHEMI6T  AND  DRUGGIST." 

Sir, — Before  receiving  your  circular  I  had  heard  a  great 
many  discussions  and  read  not  a  few  letters  on  the  disputed 
point,  and  since  I  deemed  it  a  harsh  measure  which  at- 
tempted to  coerce  all  chemists  to  adopt  "a  set  of  stringent 
poison  regulations"  (as  1  had  always  heard  them  termed  by 
others),  I  was  inclined  to  side  with  the  rebelliously-inclined 
— the  adversaries  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society — even  with- 
out troubling  myself  to  read  these  "  stringent  regulations." 
On  glancing  at  your  circular,  I  find  these  "  most  formidable 
rules  "  are  merely  such  as  may  easily  be  complied  with  by 
any  chemist,  without  danger  of  any  inconvenience  therefrom 
arising  either  to  himself  or  to  his  business,  regulations  ex- 
actly similar  being  already  adopted  by  the  majority  of 
chemists,  and  of  which  I  have  myself  experienced  the  benefit 
and  advantage  in  five  or  six  establishments  ;  consequently  I 
at  first  intended  signing  "for,"  but  on  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  melancholy  fact,  "  that  surgeons  dispensing  their 
own  medicines  or  keeping  an  open  shop  are  not  included  in 
the  Act,"  I  am  compelled  to  rejoice  in  the  most  unenviable 
position  of  a  "  neutral." — I  remain,  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

W.  T.  Aylesbury,  Jun. 

7,  Wellington-terrace,  Weymouth. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OP  THE  "  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST." 

Sir, — I  have  by  this  post  returned  the  form  you  sent  me, 
and  have  declared  my  dissent  from  the  proposed  regulations. 
I  have  for  several  years  retired  from  active  business,  but  I 
continue  to  take  an  interest  in  the  trade,  and  feel  obliged  by 
your  action  in  the  case.  I  dissent  because — 1.  The  classing 
such  articles  (say)  as  syrup  of  poppies  and  paregoric  as 
poisons,  and  requiring  stringent  conditions  for  their  keeping 
and  sale  is  mere  nonsensical  trifling.  2.  That  the  protection 
of  diplomas  in  the  case  of  medical  practitioners,  and  the 
placing  reliance  on  any  merely  mechanical  arrangements  for 
the  keeping  of  dangerous  drugs  in  the  case  of  chemists  and 
druggists  have  a  tendency  to  supersede  the  vigilance  and 
caution  which,  as  a  rule,  the  undiplomad  equally  (at  least) 
with  the  diplomad  sellers  of  medicines,  everywhere  observe. 
3.  That  having,  during  fifty  years'  experience  and  observation 
seen  and  heard  of  more  accidents  from  the  ignorance  and 
carelessness  of  qualified  men  whose  diplomas  have  protected 
them  even  from  inquiry,  than  from  chemists  and  druggists 
who  have  had  no  such  protection,  I  think  any  exceptional 
regulations  of  the  kind  proposed  would  be  an  unmerited 
reflection  on  the  habits  and  capacities  of  a  very  respectable 
class  of  tradesmen.  4.  Because  I  am  opposed  to  any  arbitrary 
regulations  of  the  kind  proposed,  and  because  I  think  (all 
sellers  of  drugs,  or  of  anything  else)  should  be  held  sternly 
liable  for  the  consequences  of  proved  carelessness  or  ignorance, 
and  am  assured  that  such  liability  will  be  always  the  best 
protection  for  the  public. 

I  write  in  haste  to  save  post,  and  am 

Your  very  much  obliged  servant, 
•  Robert  Blee. 

1,  Parade,  Truro,  March  10th,  1871. 

to  thb  editor  or  the  "  chemist  and  druggist." 
Sir, — Much  hais  been  said  both  for  and  against  the  pro- 
posed new  Poison  Regulations. 
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It  seems  inexpedient  that  the  chemists  of  this  country 
should  suffer  such  regulations  to  he  imposed  upon  them 
■without  some  corresponding  advantage  to  themselves. 

Why  should  that  body  which  we  elect  to  represent  our 
interests  try  to  force  upon  us  fresh  burdens  ?  Are  not  the 
majority  of  the  chemists  of  this  country  respectable,  well- 
educated  men,  competent  to  fill  their  positions,  but  what 
advantages  do  they  reap  from  following  their  profession  ?  Is 
not  this  tight  little  island  much  behind  all  Continental  coun- 
tries? What  position  does  the  pharmacist  enjoy  in  France, 
Germany,  Italy,  America,  etc.  ?  Why  he  is  recognised  as  the 
proper  person  to  dispense  medicines  for  the  public,  from  the 
prescriptions  of  physicians  ;  while  in  this  country  of  liberty 
and  progress  an  M.D.,  in  most  cases,  dispenses  his  own 
medicine,  thereby  following  two  professions  at  once,  and  yet 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  seems  willing  to  play  yet  more 
into  the  hands  of  the  medical  profession,  trampling  upon 
chemists  by  trying  to  force  upon  them  vexatious  Poison 
Regulations,  which  would  be  ignored  by  the  dispensing 
medical  community ;  consequently  would  be  only  a  half 
measure,  and  would  fail  to  prove  a  guarantee  of  safety  to  the 
public.  It  is  quite  time  that  some  advantage  should  be 
accorded  to  us,  to  compensate  for  our  increased  and  increasing 
responsibility.  Would  it  not,  therefore,  look  better  if  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  were  to  seek  the  interest  of  those 
they  represent,  rather  than  force  upon  them  unnecessary 
restrictions  which  are  not  required  by  the  public. 

Essex.  M.  P.  S. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  "THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST." 

Sir, — I  enclose  your  voting  paper;  whether  it  is  of  any  use 
I  cannot  say,  as  although  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  by 
examination,  I  have  ceased  to  be  a  member.  In  my  opinion 
it  is  not  right  for  the  few  to  legislate  for  the  many,  and 
chemists  who  are  doing  town  dispensary  businesses  cannot, 
I  am  sure,  foresee  the  difficulties  they  would  entail  on  the 
country  chemist.  In  my  own  place  I  do  the  best  I  can,  and 
I  believe  in  one  or  two  little  "faddy"  points  rather  go  beyond 
the  proposed  regulations:  for  instance,  "Arsenic"  is  kept 
sealed  with  my  own  seal;  "Strychnine"  is  kept  in  crystal, 
and  each  time  it  is  used  the  cork  is  covered  with  a  "  poison" 
label.  The  solution  of  strychnine  is  kept  in  one  corner  of 
the  poison  cupboard,  the  stopper  tied  down  with  wash- 
leather  ;  this  is  independent  of  corrugated  bottles  for  Tr. 
Opii,  Lin.  Bellad.,  etc.,  etc.  I  read  somewhere  the  other 
day  that  improved  education  will  be  the  best  safeguard,  and 
that  is  really  the  case.  As  I  said  before,  London  chemists 
cannot  enter  into  the  difficulties  they  would  bring  upon  the 
country  chemist.  The  business  is  nuisance  enough  already, 
without  adding  fuel  to  fire. 

Yours  obediently, 

Henry  Lawrbncb. 

Kensington,  March  11th,  1871. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  "  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST." 

Sir,— I  am  very  glad  you  have  taken  up  this  matter 
in  the  way  in  which  you  have  done ;  you  will  obtain  the 
general  sentiment  of  the  trade,  upon  what  appears  to  me  to 
be  an  unnecessary  and  inquisitorial  bit  of  legislation,  by 
the  plan  you  have  adopted,  and  I  feel  pretty  sure  that  a  large 
majority  will  vote  against  this  un-English  proceeding,  but  I 
do  not  see  why  I  should  call  it  un-English,  as  most  of  our 
law-making  hitherto  has  been  of  the  same  character,  class 
legislation,  and  therefore  unjust  to  the  majority. 

I  believe  every  chemist  in  our  town  has  signed  a  memorial 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  against  the  interference. 

You  will  have  the  grateful  thanks  of  the  trade  for  this  step. 

I  received  a  circular  from  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association 
a  day  or  so  since,  formed  in  Manchester,  but  your  plan  is 
much  the  most  likely  to  influence  the  Council.  "  Prevention 
is  better  than  cure." 

I  am,  yours  respectfully, 
Southport,  March  10th,  1871.  Joseph  Gillett. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  "  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST." 

Sir, — I  have  no  difficulty  or  hesitation  in  forwarding  you 
my  signature  "  against "  the  Poisons  Regulation  Bill  for 
several  reasons. 


1.  That  in  my  belief  compulsory  powers  granted  to  any 
society  is  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  members  at  large. 

2.  That  this  Bill,  from  its  vagueness,  will  be  vexatious, 
and  more  likely  to  lead  to  the  very  disasters  it  is  promoted 
to  prevent. 

3.  That  to  ignore  the  opinions  of  10,000  to  15,000  out- 
siders is,  to  say  the  least,  important,  not  only  as  regards  the 
members  themselves,  but  the  ultimate  success  and  welfare  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  itself. 

You  rightly  say  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  was  a 
compromise,  and  the  mutual  concessions  may  have  been 
carried  out  to  the  letter,  but  not  the  spirit  of  the  concessions  ; 
and  the  Council  will  do  well  to  consider  twice  before  they 
attempt  to  introduce  a  Bill  so  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
the  members  and  non-members  of  the  country  throughout.  In 
a  few  sentences  I  have  condensed  hours  of  lecturing,  and,  in 
conclusion,  would  remind  all  members  that  the  election  of 
the  Council  is  in  their  hands  ;  and,  in  order  to  develop  the 
usefulness  of  the  Society,  a  far  more  liberal  spirit  must  be 
infused  into  its  councils,  and  remove  its  centralizing  ten- 
dencies. Thus  shall  we  make  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  a 
progressive,  instead  of  a  retrogressive  association. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Sheffield.  Edward  P.  Hornby. 


TO  TnE  EDITOR  OF  "  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST." 

Dear  Sir, — I  consider  the  chemists  and  druggists  are  much 
indebted  for  the  spirited  manner  in  which  you  are  acting  at 
the  present  crisis.  I  consider  the  Poison  Regulations  very 
good,  and  expect  they  will  be  very  generally  adopted,  or 
similar  precautions  taken  voluntarily.  I  strongly  object  to 
compulsion  or  official  inspection.  I  regret  to  see  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  still  ignoring  men,  as  efficient  and  respect- 
able as  themselves,  but  we  will  trample  their  "Bitter  Cup" 
under  our  feet. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  very  gratefully, 
Bideford,  March  10th,  1871.  James  Joce. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  "  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST." 

Sir, — Now  that  the  "Poison  Regulations"  are  engaging 
the  attention  of  all  in  the  trade,  might  I  not  suggest  that 
before  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  seeks  to 
place  further  restriction  upon  the  entire  body  of  chemists  and 
druggists,  it  should  endeavour  to  show  us  that  the  Phar- 
macy Act,  for  which  some  have  fought  so  hard,  and  for 
which  others  have  paid  so  dearly,  was  not  to  remain  a  dead 
letter,  in  fact,  so  far  as  this  district  is  concerned,  a  complete 
mockery.  What  does  a  man  gain  by  passing  an  examination 
and  becoming  registered  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  ?  Why 
this,  that  whilst  he  is  restricted  from  selling  one  pennyworth 
of  laudanum,  under  a  heavy  penalty,  unless  he  takes  the 
precaution  to  label  it  with  his  name  and  address,  and  the 
word  "poison,"  hi3  next-door  neighbour,  who  may  be  a 
grocer,  a  general  dealer,  or  a  shoemaker,  it  matters  not  what, 
is  at  full  liberty,  by  taking  out  a  patented  licence,  to  sell  any 
quantity  of  the  same  article,  which  may  be  supplied  to  him 
ready  put  up  in  bottles,  through  the  medium  of  a  so-called 
wholesale  druggist.  And  if  laudanum  be  thus  treated,  w  hat 
is  there  in  the  Pharmacy  Act  to  prevent  any  other  poison 
mentioned  therein  from  being  made  a  patent  medicine  of  at 
the  will  of  those  wholesale  druggists,  or  as  the  exigencies  of 
trade  demand.  We  shall  soon  have  packets  of  powders  con- 
taining such  innocent  preparations  as  strychnine,  arsenic,  red 
oxide  of  mercury,  ammoniated  mercury,  perchloride  of  mer- 
cury, etc.,  put  up  as  patent  medicines,  and  retailed  through  the 
medium  of  the  grocers  and  general  dealers  of  the  kingdom,  who 
will  find  full  protection  under  the  shield  of  the  patent  medicine 
licence;  the  only  trouble  arising  therefrom  being  the  slaughter 
of  a  few  of  her  Majesty's  loyal  subjects.  Some  time  since  I 
brought  this  subject  under  the  immediate  notice  of  the 
Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  by  forwarding  a 
bottle  of  this  patent  laudanum,  who,  with  great  courtesy,  in- 
formed me  that  he  would  bring  it  before  the  Council  at  their 
next  meeting,  which  was  in  August  last ;  but  I  have  in  vain 
watched  for  some  active  steps  being  taken  in  this  matter. 
Again,  Sir,  in  this  district  I  know  of  a  veterinary  surgeon, 
who  is  retailing  laudanum  and  other  poisons  in  any  quantity 
which  may  be  asked  for,  without  taking  the  slightest  notice 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act ;  and  within  a  radius  of  a  few  miles  I 
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could  point  to  no  less  than  four  persons  who  have  been  duly 
registered  as  chemists  and  druggists,  and  who  could  not 
translate  tho  most  simple  prescription  which  could  be  placed 
before  them,  were  it  to  save  their  lives  ;  indeed,  not  long  since 
one,  at  least,  of  these  parties  was  a  miner.  What  security, 
therefore,  have  tho  public  in  tho  fact  of  a  man  being  a 
registered  chemist  and  druggist,  and  thereby  entitled  to  deal 
out  deadly  articles,  of  the  naturo  of  which  he  cannot  but  be 
utterly  ignorant.  Apologizing  for  occupying  so  much  of 
your  space,  but  deeming  the  matter  one  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, 

I  remain,  Sir,  yours,  etc., 

Alexander  Ellis. 

Skelton-in-Cleveland,  March,  1871. 


TO  THB  EDITOR  OF  "THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGI6T." 

Dear  Sir, — Accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  allowing  me  the 
privilege  of  publicly  protesting  against  the  proposed  Poison 
Regulations  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  as  I  emphatically 
and  indignantly  consider  them  an  entirely  undue  and  un- 
called for  interference  with  the  rights  of  one  of  the  most 
highly  educated  and  respectable  classes  of  the  commercial 
community. 

I  am,  clear  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Gow,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
Coupar  Angus,  March  10th,  1871. 


A  large  number  of  letters  on  this  subject  are  held  over  for 
further  consideration.  We  have  had  no  time  even  to  read  all 
that  have  reached  us  as  yet ;  but  doubtless  we  shall  be  able 
to  devote  some  space  to  a  continuation  of  the  correspondence 
next  month.  We  may  add,  however,  that  we  do  not  wish  to 
publish  letters  which  contain  expressions  simply  abusing  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council.  There  is,  we  believe,  reason  for 
warm  feeling  on  the  part  of  chemists  and  druggists,  but  we 
hope  to  see  the  discussion  kept  within  limits  of  good  be- 
haviour. 


WHAT  IS  A  PENNYWORTH  ? 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  "THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST." 

Dear  Sir, — No  doubt  most  chemists  have  been  called  upon 
to  supply  pennyworths  of  such  substances  as  corrosive  sub- 
limate, calomel,  etc.,  in  connection  with  quaint  receipts,  and 
which  are  intended  for  internal  use. 

1  have  often  felt  a  difficulty  in  determining  in  my  own 
mind  as  to  how  much  ought  to  be  supplied  in  order  that  the 
medicine  should  be  of  the  same  strength  as  previously  sup- 
plied elsewhere.  Of  course,  a  pennyworth  of  such  sub- 
stances, when  sold  for  other  purposes,  would  be  quite  inad- 
missible in  such  cases  as  these.  I  should  like  your  opinion 
as  to  whether  there  ought  not  to  be  some  uniform  quantity 
to  be  supplied  when  the  price  alone  is  mentioned. 

Brunswick. 

[It  would  undoubtedly  be  well  to  have  something  like  a  fixed 
arrangement  in  cases  like  these,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  other  chemists  on  the  subject. — Ed.  C.  Sf  D.~] 


THINGS  IN  GENERAL. 


TO  TUB  EDITOR  OF  "THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST." 

Sir,— Permit  me  to  say  that  I  think  the  thanks  of  the  whole 
body  of  chemists  and  dTuggists  are  due  to  you  for  the  ener- 
getic and  business-like  manner  in  which  you  have  interested 
yourself  on  their  behalf  as  regards  the  proposed  Poison 
Regulations. 

I  endorse  to  the  letter  your  remark  that  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  has  shown  itself  unworthy  to  occupy 
its  position.  It  is,  indeed,  more  than  discourtesy  they  have 
shown  towards  the  great  majority  of  the  chemists  and  druggists 
of  this  country — it  is  a  piece  of  impertinent  and  presumptuous 
tyranny.  It  may,  however,  perhaps,  have  one  good  effect, 
for  it  may  aTouse  the  trade  to  take  into  consideration  whether 
the  whole  system  of  pharmaceutical  government  and  edu- 
cation does  not  require  a  thorough  revision  and  change. 

Irrespective  of  the  proposed  Poison  Regulations  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  a  mere  class  section 
(in  spirit)  of  the  trade,  and  that  it  not  only  ignores  the  greatest 


number  of  those  engaged  in  it,  but  also  the  convenience  and 
interest  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  public.  I  look  upon  the 
chemist  and  druggist  as  a  sort  of  generally  useful  public 
servant,  and  I  think  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  not 
augmenting  but  limiting  his  utility.  In  short,  it  is  proposed 
to  educate  him  to  serve  only  the  rich  and  well-to-do,  leaving 
out  of  consideration  altogether  the  common  class  and  the 
poor.  What  between  pharmaceutical  tendencies  and  pro- 
posed medical  monopoly,  there  will  only  be  left  for  the  poor 
the  choice  of  the  torture  of  extortion  or  the  degradation  of 
pauperism  in  some  of  its  many  forms.  To  force  the  poor 
into  such  a  position  would  result  in  nothing  less  than 
national  degradation.  There  is  already  a  great  deal 
too  much  alms-giving  and  eleemosynary  bequests,  encouraging 
cant,  idleness,  hypocrisy,  and  all  their  collateral  vices  and 
resulting  crimes.  Here  is  pauperism.  Now  as  regards 
extortion.  The  Lancet,  February  25th,  1871,  says,  as  regards 
the  charges  for  vaccination  :— "  A  guinea  is  not  an  inadequate 
sum  to  be  paid  by  well-to-do  patients,  half  a  guinea  by  the 
middle  class  and  schools,  and  five  shillings  for  servants."  A 
chemist  and  druggist  would  perform  this  old  woman's 
operation  quite  as  well  for  a  shilling  for  either  rich  or  poor; 
and,  as  regards  the  latter  class,  they  would  prefer  the  chemist 
and  druggist  for  many  reasons,  and,  in  fact,  would  have  more 
confidence  in  his  care  and  sympathy  than  in  that  of,  a  high- 
class  or  parish-paid  doctor ;  and  if  any  benefit  is  to  be 
derived  from  vaccination,  the  poor  would  submit  to  it  for  a 
few  words  of  reasoning  from  a  chemist  and  druggist  where 
they  would  set  compulsion  and  penalties  at  defiance. 

When  I  commenced  my  apprenticeship,  about  thirty-four 
years  ago,  we  used  to  vaccinate  from  twenty  to  thirty  children 
every  Monday  morning  for  sixpence  each,  and  on  the  child 
being  brought  back  for  the  lymph,  we  gave  three  powders  in 
the  bargain.  I  mention  this  to  exemplify  how  the  chemist 
and  druggist  may  be  utilized  for  the  public  benefit  as  a  fair 
and  honourable  competitor  with  medical  trades'  unionism.  I 
presume  there  is  an  average  distribution  of  brains  amongst 
all  classes  of  men,  and  it  puzzles  me  to  solve  the  anomaly 
why  chemists  and  druggists  should  be  prohibited  from  using 
their  mental  faculties,  unless  it  is  because  medical  men  like 
fees,  and  certain  of  their  friends  amongst  us  have  an  interest 
in  flattering  them. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  submitting  these  remarks  for 
your  consideration,  as  I  believe  you  to  be  a  sincere  and 
sensible  friend  to  the  whole  trade. 

As  regards  the  Poison  Regulations,  it  seems  to  me  they  are 
quite  unnecessary  as  a  whole,  and  as  regards  the  second 
(A),  it  is  so  childishly  twaddleish  that  it  could  not  be  carried 
out  for  a  week  in  any  dispensing  shop.  I  also  think  that 
as  chemists  are  already  amenable  to  fine  or  imprisonment  for 
culpable  carelessness,  as  well  as  required  to  qualify  them- 
selves for  their  business  by  education,  there  is  already  suffi- 
cient guarantee  for  public  safety.  And,  further,  I  think  if 
the  Legislature  treats  us  as  children  by  meddling  with  the 
details  of  our  business,  it  should  at  the  same  lime  confer 
upon  us  the  benefits  of  the  irresponsibility  of  children  ;  and 
if  we  obey  its  meddlesome  behests  it  should  exonerate  us 
from  all  penalties  in  future. 

With  apologies  for  this  long  letter,  I  beg  to  subscribe 
myself 

Your  faithful  servant, 

Samuel  Holt. 

164,  West  Derby-road,  Liverpool. 


DENTISTRY. — DESTROYING  THE  NERVE. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  "  Till".  CHEMIST  AMD  DRUGGIST." 

Dear  Sib, — If  you  could  give  us  some  information  upon 
Tooth-stopping  from  the  same  source  as  that  of  the  chapter 
on  Tooth-drawing  (in  No.  11,  1870),  you  would  confer  a 
favour  upon  niysolf,  and  doubtless  also  upon  many  others  of 
your  subscribers. 

Theconclusion  of  that  chapter,  that  we  should  never  extract 
a  tooth  until  "  we  are  fully  satisfied  that  it  cannot  be  saved 
by  treatment,"  is  a  just  and  wise  principle  which  advertising 
and  travelling  dentists  thoroughly  disdain.  Their  object, 
money-getting,  is  soonest  attained  by  removing  the  natural 
teeth  and  replacing  them  with  artificial  ones. 

The  means  I  employ  in  deadening  carious  teeth,  which 
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cannot  be  stopped  until  the  nerve  pulp  is  destroyed,  is  a 
paste  composed  of  fiuely-powdered  arsenic,  morphia,  and 
carbolic  acid.  The  disorganized  tissue  is  excavated  as  far 
as  can  be  borne,  the  sensibility  allayed  by  applying  solu- 
tion of  aconitia,  and  then  a  portion  of  the  paste  is  put  in, 
and  securod  by  a  covering  of  wax.  In  a  time,  varying  from 
twelve  hours  to  three  days,  the  pulp  is  destroyed,  and  the 
tooth  may  be  freely  excavated  and  filled  up.  Sometimes 
this  treatment  induces  some  degree  of  inflammation  of  the 
periosteum,  but  no  serious  result  has  yet  happened  in  my 
experience.  Can  this  be  avoided  by  the  use  of  any  other 
escharotic  ? 

What  is  the  best  amalgam  to  use  ?  And  what  prepara- 
tion should  it  undergo  immediately  before  filling  the  cavity 
with  it  ? 

Where  can  good  amalgam  be  bought?  One  that  is 
durable  of  good  colour,  and  one  that  w,e  can  rely  upon. 

In  country  towns,  where  the  drug  trade  has  to  be  supple- 
mented by  other  sources  of  income,  the  practice  of  dentistry 
is  one  which  commends  itself  to  the  chemist.  It  requires 
little  additional  capital,  bears  good  profits,  and  is  vastly 
convenient  where  there  is  no  resident  dentist.  If  skilful, 
a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  inevitably  come  under 
treatment,  and  the  results  are  increased  importance  and 
increased  sale  of  nostrums  of  various  kinds,  but  none 
particularly  of  those  relating  to  affections  of  the  teeth. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

James  Bates. 


THE  PHARMACY  ACT  AND  ITS  RESULTS. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  "  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST." 

Dear  Sir, — The  Pharmacy  Act  has  been  in  operation  quite 
long  enough  to  enable  those  who  have  a  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  drug  trade  in  all  its  bearings  to  form  a  reason- 
able opinion  as  to  the  past  and  present  influence  of  that 
Act,  and  its  probable  effect  in  the  future. 

I  am  prepared  to  admit  that,  considered  with  reference  to 
the  improved  quality  of  the  candidates  for  admission  by 
enforced  examination  to  the  position  of  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  the  result  has  been  (as  it  could  not  fail  to  be) 
eminently  satisfactory ;  successful  examination  must  be 
preceded  by  close  study,  and  the  man  who  writes  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  to  his  name  rrnist  be  an  educated  man — 
educated  not  only  to  conduct  his  business  with  a  qualifica- 
tion, but  to  take  rank  in  the  social  or  professional  scale  with 
any  class  of  men  of  similar  position  in  this  or  any  other 
country. 

But  while  admitting  this,  I  am  prepared  to  assert  as 
the  result  of  a  long  experience — an  experience  which  has 
brought  me  into  close  and  familiar  contact  with  every 
variety  of  chemist  or  druggist,  in  every  variety  of  town 
or  district  throughout  the  country — that  excepting  the 
larger  and  more  wealthy  towns,  so  far  from  proving 
beneficial  or  profitable  to  the  gTeat  bulk  of  the  retail  trade, 
the  Act  has  been  productive  of  great  inconvenience,  of  large 
pecuniary  loss ;  and  while  it  has  entailed  mnch  labour  and 
enforced  an  expensive  compliance  with  its  provisions,  has 
given  nothing — absolutely  nothing  in  exchange. 

Look  at  the  list  of  grocers  and  drysalters,  oil  merchants, 
and  merchants  of  every  class,  and  you  find  every  drug  can 
be  obtained  by  the  country  tradesman  from  the  first-class 
etailer  to  the  huckster  of  "  spice  "  and  castor-oil. 

In  conjunction  with  this  fact,  both  metropolitan  and 
provincial  houses  travel  through  every  town  and  village 
selling  their  nostrums  in  open  defiance  of  Pharmacy  and 
Stamp  Act,  and  although  for  a  brief  period  some  regard 
was  shown  to  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  that 
regard  was  of  brief  duration;  and  you  may  now  find  the 
grocer  and  huckster  retailing,  without  reserve,  laudanum 
and  paregoric  with  spirit  of  nitre  and  every  leading  drug  or 
chemical,  to  which  is  added  an  endless  variety  of  pills  in 
penny  boxes,  child's  cordial,  composition  powder,  penny 
pink  powders,  Indian  cerate,  bowel  complaint,  or  cholera 
mixture,  etc.,  etc. 

I  call  the  attention  of  the  trade,  of  which  I  have  been  a 
member  filling  every  possible  position  for  nearly  forty  yeaTS, 
to  the  anomalous  position  they  fill;  and  I  call  on  the 
working  members  of  the  Society,  even  now  with  its  leaven 


of  provincial  blood,  representing  very  imperfectly  the 
interests  of  the  chemist  and  druggist,  to  the  necessity  for 
further  legislation. 

If  the  druggist  of  the  small  town,  whether  in  an 
agricultural  or  manufacturing  district,  is  to  be  permitted 
to  live,  he  must  be  protected  from  the  competition  of  men 
who  advertise  "best  castor- oil"  at  Id.  per  ounce,  and  sell 
twelve  pills  for  a  penny ;  it  is  enough  to  have  to  contend 
with  club  doctors  who  find  physic  and  attendance  for  a  sum 
too  contemptible  to  be  registered  here,  and  to  be  saddled 
with  additional  expenses  as  the  result  of  an  improved 
character  in  assistants,  who,  with  or  without  qualification, 
reject  offers  of  employment  in  small  towns,  and  ask  just 
double  the  salary  they  were  satisfied  to  receive  ten  years 
since. 

Without  a  recognised  prosecutor  to  enforce  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  and  with  a  knowledge  that  prosecution  to  a 
successful  issue  is  at  all  times  doubtful,  let  the  country  trades- 
men look  to  it  that  their  present  position  is  made  clear,  not 
only  to  the  Society  which,  by  a  stretch  of  the  imagination  is 
supposed  to  protect  their  interests,  but  also  to  those  who 
legislate  more  directly  for  the  country  collectively.  Without 
some  change,  and  that  too  at  an  early  date,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  assert  my  belief  that  a  large  number  of  the 
druggists  in  Bmall  towns  must  suecumb  to  difficulties  they 
cannot  control  or  provide  against,  turning  their  attention 
for  a  subsistence  to  some  occupation  unattended  with 
restrictions  or  expenses  that  eat  up  the  small  returns 
inseparable  from  a  retail  drug  trade. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

An  Old  Druggist. 

Burton-on-Trent,  Feb.  27th. 


SERVING  ON  JURIES. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  "  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST." 

Sir, — There  is  much  discontent  amongst  chemists  and 
druggists  in  consequence  of  the  difference  made  between 
them  and  pharmaceutical  chemists  in  the  matter  of  serving 
on  juries,  and  I  think  common  justice  demands  that  in  this 
particular  they  .should  be  placed  on  a  level,  when  it  is 
considered  that  there  is  in  reality  no  difference  between 
them  as  regards  the  duties  they  owe  to  the  public. 

Having  been  in  business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  a 
British  colony  (Queensland,  Australia)  seventeen  years,  and 
during  the  whole  of  that  time  exempted  from  serving  on 
juries  by  colonial  law,  and  that  for  the  same  reasons  that 
pharmaceutical  chemists  are  excused  in  England,  I  cannot 
but  think  it  a  hardship  that  were  I  in  business  in  England,  I 
should  not  possess  the  same  privileges  which  are  enjoyed  by 
my  fellow- subjects  and  tradesmen  in  a  British  dependency. 

By  inserting  these  remarks  in  your  periodical,  you  will 
oblige  Your  obedient  servant, 

William  Kent. 


NEW  SAUCE. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  "  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST." 

Sir, — Knowing  you  are  always  ready  to  bring  novelties 
and  specialities  before  your  readers,  we  beg  to  acquaint  you 
that  a  certain  house  in  Bloomebury  has  it  in  contemplation 
to  introduce  to  the  public,  in  May  next,  a  new  sauce  to  be 
called  the  "New  Bloomsbury  Sauce,"  or  the  "New  Pharma- 
ceutical Sauce,"  which,  it  is  said,  will  be  under  the  dis- 
tinguished patronage  of  her  Majesty's  Privy  Council  and 
the  medical  profession. 

It  will  be  in  the  recolleotion  of  your  subscribers  that  the 
same  firm  brought  out  a  sauce  in  1.-868,  but  it  was  not  atiall 
relished,  and  being  moreover  of  *  very  poisonous  character 
caused  much  disgust  amongst  the  public  in  general,  and 
amongst  chemists  in  particular,  who  were  batter  qualified  to 
appreciate  its  nastiness.  But  it  is  said  that  they  do  notearo 
a  jot  for  this,  their  only  aim  being  to  please  the  doctors. 
For  our  part  we  are  sinful  enough  to  wish  them  ill-sucoess, 
thinking  we  have  already  had  too  much  of  their  sauce. 
We  are,  Sir, 

Your  old  friends, 

Matdd,  Stone,  and  Co. 
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W.  E.  M.  will  find  the  following  recipe  a  good  one  for 
"  amalgam  "  for  "  stopping  teeth  "  :— 

Dissolve  four  ounces  cupri  sulph.  in  sixteen  ounces  of  distilled 
water,  and  add  to  the  solution  a  few  pieces  of  zinc,  and  let  it 
stand  until  the  water  is  colourless ;  then  take  out  the  sine, 
strain  off  the  water,  and  add  to  the  precipitate  formed  (in 
a  wedgowood  mortar)  acid  hydrochhr.  dil.  sufficient  to  cover 
it ;  let  it  stand  for  three  or  four  minutes,  and  mix  gradually 
with  it  quicksilver,  rubbing  well  together  until  the  whole  is 
amalgamated.  Afterwards  wash  the  "  amalgam  "  several 
times  in  spring  water,  and  press  out  of  it  the  superfluous 
quicksilver  through  a  piece  of  silk,  and  form  into  squares 

,  and  put  them  in  a  warm  place  to 


this  size 
harden. 

Harry.  —Can  any  of  your  correspondents  give  me  a  good 
recipe  for  making  lemonade  without  a  machine  ? 

Hemicyclium. — There  are  so  many  different  methods  of 
working  the  dry  process,  and  each  brought  to  such  perfec- 
tion by  their  different  advocates,  that  it  would  be  difficult 
to  say  which  is  the  best.  We  should  advise  you  to  procure 
the  "  Tear  Book  of  Photography  for  1871,"  price  Is.,  which 
contains  three  excellent  papers  on  the  subject. 

E.  P.  S.  wishes  for  a  recipe  for  preserving  rabbit  skins. 

Constant  Reader  (Dorchester). — No  tradesman  can  be  com- 
pelled to  sell  his  goods  if  he  does  not  choose  to  ;  not  even  if 
he  marks  them  and  exposes  them  in  his  window. 

W.  TP.  S.  would  be  glad  to  receive  a  good  formula  for 
cement  made  with  gelatine  and  chrome  alum. 

P.  M. — A  chemist  cannot  charge  for  bone-setting,  nor 
recover  for  the  same  in  a  county  court.  He  has  no  business 
to  attempt  it. 

A.  K.  J.  N.  wishes  to  know  if  any  correspondent  will 
kindly  inform  him  what  will  dissolve  leather  so  as  to  render 
it  plastic. 

Can  any  subscriber  supply  W.  E.  G.  with  a  form  to  make 
Syrupus  Ferri  Lactis  ? 

A  Young  Beginner. — (1)  Read  Mr.  Halliday's  paper  on 
"  Dispensing,"  read  at  Manchester,  published  in  this 
number  of  the  Chemist  and  Druggist.  (2)  Keep  the  ether  as 
far  from  the  gas  as  possible.  Of  course  there  is  danger  if 
you  expose  it.  (5)  Some  keep  Syr.  Ferri  Iodid.  in  bottles 
covered  with  blue  paper  to  preserve  it  from  the  light ;  others 
keep  it  in  clear  glass  vials,  and  let  light  pass  through  it.  A 
clear  strip  of  iron  should  be  inserted,  and  the  vials  be  kept 
full  and  well  corked,  (6)  Syr.  Ferri  Phosph.  ought  not  to 
crytallize  if  properly  made.  Tou  have  too  much  sugar  for 
the  bulk  of  syrup.  (7)  Stearine.  (8)  We  never  saw  any 
opaque  Ess.  Bergamot.  (4)  We  will  try  to  answer  next 
month. 

Mr.  22.  Griffith,  Slough,  pointB  out  a  few  errors  which  ap- 
peared in  a  paragraph  in  this  column  last  month  under  the 
title  "  Household  Weights  and  Measures."  Wheat  flour  is 
IJlbs.  to  the  quart,  or  561bs.  to  the  bushel;  butter  would  be 
about  2.}  lbs.  to  the  quart;  loaf  sugar,  broken,  lilb.;  loaf 
sugar,  in  powder,  a  little  over  21bs.,  or  more  if  shaken  down. 

Bicuspid. — British  Journal  of  Dental  Science,  monthly 
(Churchill).    Tome's  "Manual"  (Churchill). 

F.  Z. — A  lady  being  on  the  Eegister  as  a  chemist  and 
druggist  does  not  forfeit  her  rights  by  marriage,  but  it  is 
requisite  that  a  deed  should  be  made  out  confining  the  pro- 
prietorship of  the  business  to  herself.  Make  application  to 
the  Registrar,  17,  Bloomsbury-square,  London. 

The  twenty-five  chemists  in  Toronto,  who  were  prose- 
cuted for  the  illegal  sale  of  poisons,  have  been  convicted, 
and  a  fine  of  twenty-five  dollars  and  costs  imposed  in  each 
case.  They  have,  however,  appealed,  and  the  legality  of 
the  decision  will  bo  determined  in  a  higher  court. 

Hydrate  of  Chloral. — Ten  tons  of  hydrate  of  chloral 
were,  we  understand,  imported  during  last  year  from  Ger 


many.  About  a  year  ago,  it  was  selling  at  £5  a  pound. 
Its  market  price  is  now,  we  believe,  something  under  five 
shillings;  the  difference  in  price  being  due  solely  to  the 
conversion  of  what  was  a  curiosity  of  the  laboratory  into  a 
commercial  article.  The  only  materials  required  are  chlo- 
rine and  absolute  alcohol,  both  cheap  enougu,  but  so  much 
cheaper  in  Germany  (where  there  is  no  duty  on  alcohol)  than 
here,  that  practically  there  is  no  possibility  of  competition 
between  our  own  and  German  manufacturers. 

apothecaries'  company. 

From  the  "  City  of  London  Directory  "  we  learn  the  fol- 
lowing particulars  respecting  this  company: — 

The  Hall  is  in  Water-lane,  Blackfriars.  The  Hall  and 
Dispensary  founded  in  1623,  destroyed  in  the  fire  of  1666, 
and  rebuilt  in  1670-6.  Drugs  are  still  dispensed  to  the 
public  at  the  Hall.  A  chemical  laboratory  was  also  formed 
in  1671.  Sir  Hans  Sloane  gave  to  this  Company  his  botani- 
cal gardens  at  Chelsea,  in  1721-2. 

Charters. — They  were  anciently  part  of  the  Grocers'  Com- 
pany, but  by  charter  6th  December,  1615  (15th  James  I.), 
they  were  incorporated.  Another  charter  was  granted  to 
them  by  36th  Charles  II.,  January  29th,  1685.  An  Act  of 
Parliament  was  passed  for  better  regulating  the  practice 
throughout  England  and  Wales,  55th  George  III.,  cap,  194, 
1815.  By  this  Act  all  apothecaries  and  their  assistants 
must  be  examined  and  certified  by  the  Court  of  Assistants 
before  they  can  carry  on  their  profession.  Upwards  of  400 
are  examined  annually.  Their  bye-laws  were  approved  by 
the  Lord  Caancellor  and  Justices  in  1818. 

Arms. — Azure:  Apollo  with  his  head  radiant,  holding  in 
his  left  hand  a  bow,  in  his  right  an  arrow,  all  or:  supplant- 
ing a  serpent  argent.  Crest :  on  a  wreath,  a  rhinoceros 
statant  proper.  Supporters :  two  unicorns  or  :  armed,  crined, 
and  hoofed  argent.    (Confirmed  to  the  Company  in  1617.) 

Fees  Payable. — Upon  taking  up  the  freedom:  by  patrimony, 
£2  10s. ;  by  servitude,  £2  3s.  6d. ;  by  purchase,  .£105. — Upon 
admission  to  the  livery,  £21  9s.  6d. — Upon  election  to  the 
Court  of  Assistants,  £12. 

Charities. — Widows'  Fund,  given  in  several  sums,  at  dif- 
ferent periods,  by  different  members  of  the  Company,  and 
being  invested  in  Three  per  Cents.,  now  amounts  to  £6,200. 
The  interest  is  given  annually  in  pensions  to  widows  of  the 
freemen  and  liverymen  of  the  Company.  Twelve  or  fourteen 
receive  £20  per  annum.  The  selection  is  made  by  the  Court 
of  Assistants. 

BORAX. 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  how  very  valuable  borax  is 
in  various  purposes  of  household  use.  We  find  it  the  very 
best  cockroach  exterminator  yet  discovered.  One  half  pound, 
costing  but  fifty  cents,  has  completely  cleared  a  large  house 
formerly  swarming  with  them,  so  that  the  appearance  of  one 
in  a  month  is  quite  a  novelty.  The  various  exterminating 
powders  puffed  and  advertised  have  been  found  not  full}' 
effective,  tending  rather  to  make  the  roaches  crazy  than  to  kill 
them.  There  is  something  peculiar,  either  in  the  smell  or 
touch  of  borax,  which  is  certain  death  to  them.  They  will 
flee  in  terror  from  it,  and  never  appear  again  where  it  has  once 
been  placed.  It  is  also  a  great  advantage  that  borax  is  per- 
fectly harmless  to  human  beings  ;  hence  no  danger  from  poi- 
soning, It  is  also  valuable  for  laundry  purposes.  The 
washerwomen  of  Holland  and  Belgium,  so  proverbially  clean, 
and  who  get  their  linen  so  beautifully  white,  use  refined  borax 
as  washing-powder  instead  of  soda,  in  the  proportion  of  a 
large  handful  of  borax  powder  to  ten  gallons  of  water.  They 
save  soap  nearly  one-half.  All  the  large  washing  establish- 
ments adopt  the  same  mode.  For  laces,  cambrics,  etc.,  an 
extra  quantity  of  the  powder  is  used  ;  and  for  crinolines  (re- 
quiring to  be  made  stiff)  a  stronger  solution  is  necessary. 
Borax,  being  a  neutral  salt,  does  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
injure  the  texture  of  linen.  Its  effect  is  to  soften  the  hardest 
water,  and  therefore  it  should  be  kept  on  the  toilet  table.  As 
away  of  cleaning  the  hair,  nothing  is  better  than  a  solution  of 
borax  in  water. — Manu/actttrer  and  Builder. 

MARKING  INK  FOR  PARCELS. 

If  you  dissolve  asphaltum,  grahamite,  albert ite,  or  any 
mineral  of  this  character  in  naphtha  or  oil  of  turpentine  to  a 
thin  fluid,  you  will  obtain  an  ink  to  answer  all  your  purposes, 
viz.,  to  dry  quickly,  not  to  spread,  and  the  markings  to  be 
nearly  indestructible. 
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The  curious  fact,  that  a  needle  or  other  steel  wire  inserted 
in  a  living  body  will  immediately  become  oxidized,  while,  if 
the  body  be  dead,  no  oxidation  will  take  place,  was  recently 
brought  to  light  by  Dr.  Laborde,  of  Paris.  This  is  a  simple 
test  as  to  whether  death  has  taken  place,  and  will  be  avail- 
able in  cases  of  trance  or  catalepsy. 

Parchment  Paper. — To  convert  paper  into  vegetable 
parchment,  immerse  for  a  few  seconds  in  a  cold  mixture  of 
one  volume  water  and  two  volumes  sulphuric  acid.  Wash 
out  rapidly  by  plunging  in  a  large  quantity  of  cold  water, 
and  finally  remove  all  traces  of  the  acid  by  further  immer- 
sion in  water  to  which  a  small  quantity  of  ammonia  has 
been  added.  To  prevent  the  tendency  to  contract  when 
drying,  it  should  be  attached  to  a  frame  while  wet,  or  allow 
it  to  dry  under  a  press.  Paper  prepared  in  this  way  is  very 
transparent,  and  can  be  used  for  copying  by  tracing.  'It  is 
extensively  employed  as  a  substitute  for  parchment  made 
from  sheepskin  in  diplomas,  certificates,  patents,  and  for 
envelopes. 

It  is  believed  that  the  principal  preservative  substance 
used  in  embalming  the  mummies  of  Egypt  was  carbolic  acid 
in  the  crude  state. 


(Sscjrange  Column. 


This  column  is  for  the  use  of  chemists  and  druggists  who  wish  to  obtain 
or  dispose  of  surplus  stock.  It  is  intended  to  supply  an  opportunity  for 
the  transaction  of  that  class  of  business  which  is  generally  described  as 
"  bargains."  In  order  to  pny  expenses,  a  fee  of  one  Halfpenny  per  word 
is  charged,  which  must  be  paid  in  advance- 
All  correspondence  respecting  any  of  the  articles  mentioned  above 
must  be  addressed  to  the  Publisher  of  the  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
Colonial-buildings.  Cannon-street,  London,  and  on  the  envelope  must  be 
distinctly  marked  the  figures  attached  to  the  advertisement.  In  no  case 
must  the  same  letter  refer  to  mora  than  one  advertisement.  All  letters 
will  be  forwarded  by  the  publisher  to  their  proper  destinations,  and  with 
that  his  share  in  the  transaction  will  cease. 


FOR  DISPOSAL. 

20  dozen  pints  and  quarts  stoppered  Stock  Bottles  ;  2  dozen 
gallon  Tincture  Bottles;  2  Specie  Jars,  24  inches;  2 
Carboys,  8  gallons.  Disposal.  Exchange  for  new  or 
other  saleable  goods.  29/358. 

Mohr  and  Redwood's  "  Practical  Pharmacy."  Take  half 
price  or  exchange.  28/358. 

About  1  cwt.  of  genuine  English  Bees'  Wax,  collected  from 
country  people,  Is.  lOd  per  lb. ;  a  quart  Y.  G.  Co.'s 
Percolator  Glass  Tap,  12s. ;  a  quart  Tincture  Press, 
10s. ;  a  good  Pepper  Mill ;  a  Coffee  Mill ;  Two  Gas 
Furnaces  for  Counter,  with  Elastic  Tubing,  5s.  to  6s. 
26/358. 

Offers  wanted  for  50  OZ3.  Howard's  Quinine,  in  1  oz.  bottles. 
25/358. 

Watson  on  the  "Principles  and  Practice  of  Physic."  Two 
vols.    Third  Edition.    New.    34s. ;  take  20s.  24/358. 

A  40s.  Pulvermacher's  Combined  Chain,  for  General  Debil- 
ity, etc.    Take  20s.    Or  offers  wanted.  23/358. 

Lot  of  Shop  Bottles  and  Jars,  very  cheap.  Particulars  on 
application.  22/358. 

Babington's  "  British  Botany."  Sixth  Edition,  equal  to 
new.  10s.  6d.  Take  6s.  Anatomical  Dialogues,  with 
Ten  Plates.    3s.  10/376. 

Tire's  "  Dictionary."  5th  Edition.  3  vols.,  half-bound  in 
calf,  in  excellent  condition.  JJ2  10a.  Brande's  and 
Taylor's  "  Chemistry."  1863.  In  good  condition.  6/6. 
Parnell's  "Chemical  Analysis."  1845.  Wittstein's 
«'  Chemistry,"  by  Darby.  1853.  Beasley's  "  Formu- 
lary." 7tti  Edition.  Griffin's  "  Chemical  Recreations." 
1846.  Offers  wanted  for  the  above,  which  are  soiled. 
15/358. 

Day's  "Chemistry."  New  copy.  Plates,  20/ ;  take  7/6 ;  post 
free.  14/358. 

Brooke's  "  Natural  Philosophy."  5th  Edition.  12/6 ;  take 
8/.  Williamson's  "  Chemistry  for  Students."  Last 
Edition,  new.  8/6 ;  take  5/6.  Bloxam's  "  Laboratory 
Teaching."  5/ ;  take  3/.  Owen's  "  Conspectus."  2/6 ; 
take  1/8.  All  post  free  at  prices  named.  Will  exchange 
any  for  Bentley's  "  Botany,"  2nd  edition,  or  Beasley's 
"  Formulary,"  last  edition.  12/358. 


12  6  lb.  Blue  Jars,  12  3  lb.  do.,  204  lb.  do.  Quite  perfect. 
13/358. 

Specie  Jar,  labelled  Ac.  Tart.,  Phoenix  Arms ;  height,  with- 
out cover,  21  in. ;  weight,  18  lbs. ;  and  Two  Plain  Glass 
ditto,  capacity  about  12  gals.  Useful  for  sponges. 
Bronze  covers,  nearly  new.  Will  take  25/  each. 
11/358. 

37  numbers  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  1854  to  1858,  for  9/. 
Single  numbers,  6d.  30/358. 

Boyle's  "Materia  Medica,"  quite  new,  9/.  Lindley's 
"Botany,"  new,  4/.  Oliver's  "Botany,"  new,  3/6. 
Pharmaceutical  Latin  Grammar,  2/6  ;  cost  5/.  9/358. 

Miller's  "Inorganic  Chemistry,"  Part  I.  Take  16/;  cost 
21/.  Boyle's  "Materia  Medica,"  7/,  Taylor  on 
"Poisons,"  9/.    The  above  good  as  new.  7/358. 

Maw's  Pill  Machine,  with  marble  slab,  for  24  pills,  cost  25/; 
Maw's  Screw  Powder  Folder,  cost  13/6;  Maw's  Boot 
Cutter  on  mahogany  slab,  cost  13/.  All  nearly  new. 
Price  for  the  lot,  32/6.  Also  Bell-metal  Mortar,  74  lbs. 
weight.  Price  7/6.  Also  Two  Specie  Jars,  20  and  21 
inches  high,  labelled  in  scroll  and  Phoenix  patterns ; 
originally  cost  40/  each.  Price  25/  each.  Wanted,  an 
offer  for  whole  or  part  of  the  above.  6/358. 

Four  Specie  Jars  (Maw's),  nearly  like  Fig.  23,  28  in.  high ; 
also  four  2  gal.  Carboys  for  window.  Offer  wanted. 
3/358. 

Richardson's  Anaesthetic  Spray-producer,  electro-plated, 
7/6;  cost  15/.  A  set,  comprising  flask,  graduated  jar, 
and  pipette,  as  recommended  in  British  Pharmacopoeia, 
for  making  the  volumetric  test  solution,  8/6  ;  cost  15/9. 
4/358. 

30  dozen  (in  prime  condition)  Shriver's  Baltimore  Oyster 
Ketchup,  1/6  per  bottle.  The  above  will  be  sold  for  7/ 
per  dozen  in  one  or  two  dozen  cases.  5/358. 

For  sale,  a  fair  offer,  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  complete  to 
July,  1870,  the  first  24  volumes,  and  Index,  hand- 
somely half-bound  in  leather,  all  in  excellent  condition. 
10/358. 

Four  handsomely-cut  Enclosure  Panes,  size  234  iQ-  °y  7 in. 
Co3t  32/6,  price  17/6;  1J  dozen  Shopped  R  >und»,  N.M., 
32  ounce ;  14  dozen  Stopped  Rounds,  W.M.,  32  ounce, 
price  6/6  per  dozen.  19/358. 

New  Books,  in  first-rate  condition.  Cooley's  "  Toilet  Book," 
2/6;  Cooley's  "Receipts  for  Perfumery,"  2/6;  "Year- 
Book  of  Pharmacy,"  3/6;  Dresser's  "Botany,"  2/; 
Hoblyn's  "Natural  Philosophy,"  3/;  Witt-.tein's 
"Pharmaceutical  Chemistry,"  3/6;  Owen's  "Con- 
spectus," 1/6.  16/358. 

Books  in  good  condition.  Mohr's  "  Pharmacy,"  6/;  Squire's 
"Companion  to  Pharmacopoeia,"  3/6;  Piesse's  "Per- 
fumery," 2/6;  Fowne's  "Chemistry,"  5/;  Cooley's 
"ReceiDts,"  complete  work,  6/6,  about  600  pages; 
Thomas's  "Practice  of  Physic,"  7/6,  1000  pages. 
17/358. 

Books  in  good  condition.  "Latin  Grammar,"  1/;  Walking- 
harae's  "Tutor,  1/;  Leach's  "Introduction  to  Phar- 
macopoeia," 2/6 ;  Dr.  Meadow's  "  Preserver's  Com- 
panion," 1/;  Squire's  "Hospital  Pharmacopoeia,"  1/; 
Futroye's  "Thousand  Prescriptions,"  1/;  Britten's 
"  Vade  Mecum,"  1/.  18/358. 

Old  Books.  Steggall's  "Text  Book,"  1/;  Head  on  the 
"Teeth,"  1/;  Spillan's  "  Therapeutics"  1/ ;  Beasley's 
"Druggist's  Receipt  Book,"  2/6;  Bateman's  "Receipt 
Book,"  1/;  Ure's  "Materia  Medica,"  1/;  Small  Latin 
Pharmacopoeia,  in  leather,  1836,  1/6.  20/358. 

Wittstein's  "  Practical  Chemistry,"  5/;  Jahr  and  Gruner's 
"  Pharmacoposia,"5/;  Goddard's  "  Price  Book,"  50  prices 
marked  in  pencil,  9  in  ink,  3/.  8/375. 

Ten  Thomson's  Tonic  Elixir,  4/6;  eight  ditto.  2/9.  Will 
take  2/  and  1/  each  bottle  respectively.  Quite  clean. 
12/375. 

An  excellent  Monocular  Microscope.    Quite  new.  9/375. 

FreBenius'  "Quantitative  Analysis,"  5th  edition;  Fowne's 
"  Chemistry,"  9th  edition.  10/375. 


102 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST. 


[March  15/1671. 


MacDougall's  Disinfecting  Powder,  bugs  and  paokets,  for 
exchange.  3/375. 

Mohr  and  Redwood's  "Pharmacy;"  Elliotson's  "Physio- 
logy;" Muspratt's  "Chemistry  of  Manufactures;" 
Ure's  "  Chemistry  ;"  and  Ure's  "  Dictionary  of  Arts 
and  Manufactures,"  for  offers.  4/375. 

Amateur  Printing  Press.  5/375. 

Copying  Press  for  Letters,  20s.    Cost  35s.  6/375. 

Large  Air  Bed,  40s.,  or  offers.  7/375. 

Analytical  Scales,  in  glass  case,  for  Microscope.  13/375. 

I  have  one  of  Southall's  Specimen  Chests,  in  capital  condi- 
tion; also  one  of  Leschers' "Guides  to  the  Modified 
Examination."  I  will  exchange  for  a  new  edition  of 
Beasley's  "  Formulary  "  and  Squire's  "  Companion  to 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia,"  7th  edition,  or  offers. 
32/358. 

WANTED. 

One  copy  of  Dr.  Christison's  "  Dispensatory."  State  price 
and  condition.  8/358. 

A  large  Marble  Mortar,  with  long  Pestle ;  also  a  "  Com- 
plete "  Chemist's  Lamp.  27/358. 

A  Machine  suitable  for  mixing  Baking  Powder;  alsc 
Chemist's  Lamp  and  Bracket  for  Shop  Front.  11/375. 

Framed  Photographic  Enlargements,  by  a  new  process,  pro- 
duced from  small  portraits,  in  exchange  for  useful 
offers  in  drug  trade.  34/358. 

Fownes'  "  Chemistry."  New  Notation.  Pharmacopoeia 
Londinensis.  33/358. 

Two  four-gallon  Swan-necked  Carboys;  also  a  two  or  three- 
gallon  Bell-metal  Mortar  and  Pestle.  State  lowest 
price.  31/358. 


From  several  appreciative  letters  concerning  our  new  "Ex- 
change Column"  we  select  one  to  print.  A  correspondent 
writes: — "  Allow  me  to  thank  you  heartily  for  the  use  of 
your  'Exchange  Column.'  I  have  procured  everything  I 
wanted  last  month,  and  at  prices  so  far  below  what  I  could 
have  got  them  for  privately,  as  to  leave  more  than  two  years' 
subscription  to  the  Chemist  and  Druggist  •  to  the  good.'  " 


THE  conclusion  of  peace  between  France  and  Germany, 
which  has  been  the  grand  event  of  the  month,  is  very 
slowly  affecting  our  various  markets.  Except  in  special 
season  goods,  French  buyers  are  not  as  yet  active,  and  the 
still  ■  uncertain  future  condition  of  that  country,  is  sure  to 
infuse  caution  into  their  proceedings.  An  increase  in  the 
rate  of  interest  has  taken  place,  consequent  on  the  demand 
for  foreign  loans,  and  this  has  doubtless  had  some  effect  on 
the  various  markets. 

The  most  recent  drug  sales  were  unusually  dull.  It  was 
estimated  that  little  more  than  10  per  cent  of  the  parcels 
offered  for  sale  were  actually  disposed  of.  An  almost  perfect 
listlessness  Beeined  to  pervade  buyers.  Some  remarkably 
large  investments  in  Camphor  have  been  made  recently, 
certain  operators  apparently  having  a  desire  to  control  the 
market.  Of  the  721  tubs  Japan  offered  at  last  public 
sale s,  a  few  were  sold  at  75s.,  but  afterwards  the  balance 
was  disposed  of  at  72s.  Gd. ;  also  200  cases  China  at  same 
price,  a  few  old  dry  Japan  at  77s.  Gd.,  and  4  cases  China 
duinaged  G5s>.  Gd.  to  G7s.  Gd.  Owing  to  arrivals  of  Carda- 
moms prices  have  receded  considerably.  Musk  is  firm  nnd 
in  dem  >:.•!.  Tinnivelly  Senna  :  Demand  good,  but  prices 
lower. 

Roots. — Rhubarb  continued  to  decline  since  the  date  of 
our  last,  until  last  week's  eales,  when  prices  were  rather 
firmer.  No  really  fine  has  been  offered;  in  all  about  250 
ca3es  were  brought  forward  and  mostly  sold,  mixed  fracture 
some  grey  and  horny  coat  and  a  little  wormy  2s.  Id.  to 


2s.  5d.,  very  low  to  ordinary  wormy  and  rough  3d.  to  lOd. 
Galangal :  40  bales  sold,  17s.  to  18s.  China :  80  bags 
bought  in  at  30s.  Colombo :  200  packages  realized  fine  39s., 
mixed  small  to  bold  a  little  wormy  25s.  to  30s.  6d. 

Castor  Oil  is  in  fair  demand,  and  fine  pale  is  wanted. 

Shellac  at  the  beginning  of  the  month  was  in  great  de- 
mand, and  selling  at  advanced  prices  over  the  previous 
auction  soles.  150  chests  DC  fine  orange  and  200  VSO  2nd 
orange,  selling  privately  at  140s.  and  132s.  6d. ;  later  in  the 
month  prices  were  in  favour  of  buyers.  2,426  chests  were 
offered  at  auction,  and  1,793  found  buyers. 

Chemicals  have  been  generally  y ery  firm.  Manufacturers 
are  stocked  with  orders,  and  prices  have  a  marked  tendency 
to  rise.  Sales  of  foreign  Tartaric  at  Is.  3£d.,  and  Is.  4d.  now 
the  lowest.  Citric  has  advanced  to  3s.,  and  Oxalic  is  firm  at 
8Ad.  per  lb.  Soda  Ash  has  been  in  request;  makers  gene- 
rally are  oversold  at  ljd.  to  2d.  per  degree.  Caustic  Soda 
has  been  in  good  demand  for  export,  and  considerable  sales 
have  been  made,  spot  and  forward  at  13s.  for  60-62  per  cent, 
white,  and  15s.  9d.  per  cwt.  for  70  per  cent.  Saltcake  in 
request  at  £3  per  ton.  Soda  Crystals  have  advanced  to 
£4  7s.  6d.  to  £4  10s.,  and  Bi-carbonate  selling  readily  at 
£11  per  ton.  Single  Stannate  4d.  per  lb.  Phosphate  steady 
at  31s.,  and  refined  Borax  at  67s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Prussiate 
continues  in  demand  for  export  at  Is.  Id.  for  yellow,  and  2s. 
per  lb.  for  red.  Chlorate  scarce,  and  held  for  Is.  per  lb. 
Bichrome  selling  at  5d.  per  lb.  Muriate  scarce  at  £11  per 
ton  for  80  per  cent.  Sales  of  Sal-ammoniac  at  42s.  lor  first 
and  41s.  for  second  quality.  Carbonate  6d.  per  lb.  Sul- 
phate inquired  for,  and  dearer ;  gray  £16  15s.  to  £17,  and 
white  .£17  5s.  per  ton.  Alum  selling  s  lump  £6  15s.,  rough 
£7,  and  flour  £11  per  ton.  Bleaching  Powder  still  continues 
very  scarce;  buyers  for  prompt  at  £11  for  best  brands,  and 
sellers  for  all  the  year  for  £10  per  ton.  The  peace  is  calcu- 
lated to  reduce  the  price  of  this  article. 

Saltpetre  has  made  a  steady  descent  for  two  months  past, 
and  will  soon  be  on  a  peace  basis ;  good  and  fine  qualities 
are  scarce,  but  low  qualities  are  abundant. 

Quicksilver  is  a  trifle  flatter,  but  no  decided  reduction  has 
been  made. 

Oils. — A  slight  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  value 
of  Linseed,  which  rules  now  at  £33  on  the  spot  here,  April 
sold  at  £33  10s.,  and  business  of  some  extent  has  been  done 
for  May-July  and  May-August  at  £34.  Rape  has  again 
advanced,  being  worth  £45  in  all  positions  up  to  the  end  of 
the  year,  but  transactions  have  not  been  large.  Refined 
£47  to  £47  5s.,  foreign  fine  £49.  The  demand  for  Refined 
Cotton  has  continued  limited,  on  the  spot  £33  to  £34, 
and  for  delivery  up  to  June  £34  to  £34  10a.  Crude  £28 
to  £28  10s.  spot,  and  £29  to  £29  10s.  forward.  Little  busi- 
ness has  been  done  in  Olive  on  the  spot,  but  four  cargoes 
have  changed  hands,  viz.,  a  cargo  Gioja  on  the  coast,  and 
one  on  the  way,  for  U.K.,  at  prices  kept  secret,  probably 
£45  to  £45  10s.,  and  two  cargoes  of  Candia  at  £45  c.  f.  and  i. 
for  U.K.  A  cargo  of  Tunis  was  sold  at  £47  delivered  terms. 
Transactions  in  Cocoanut  have  been  only  moderate  at  pre- 
vious rates.  In  public  sale  there  was  little  demand  save  for 
Sydney,  which  met  a  fair  sale,  116  casks  Cochin  bought  in, 
very  ordinary  to  good  merchantable  at  £43  to  £46.  Little 
business  has  been  done  in  Palm,  and  in  public  sale  it  was  only 
in  limited  request ;  of  352  casks  coast  88  casks  sold,  good 
middling  to  good  £31  15s.  to  £33,  inferior  to  middling 
£28  10s.  to  £30  10s.  At  auction  50  tuns  Colonial  Sperm 
offered  chiefly  sold  at  £84.  rather  inferior  £83,  brownish  £82, 
thick  £81  to  £81  5s.,  mixed  partly  dark  £75,  dark  £70. 
Whale  is  inquired  for,  but  iB  very  scarce ;  good  quality  com- 
mands £36.  Seal  and  Cod  sales  are  unimportant,  the  former 
at  £37  10s.  for  pale,  and  the  latter  at  £35  10s.  152  casks 
Sardine  bought  in  at  £34. 

Petroleum. — The  market  has  continued  dull,  and  easier 
rates  have  been  accepted,  business  having  been  done  in  con- 
tract to  high  test  refined  at  Is.  4$d.  to  Is.  4$d.,  and  there 
are  sellers  for  the  last  four  months  at  Is.  64d.  Our  stock  is 
33,409  barrels,  and  the  deliveries  last  week  were  1,588 
barrels  against  4,710  and  781  respectively  same  time  last 
year.  Coal  Oil  is  very  dull  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  44d.,  and  Naphtha 
offers  on  the  spot  at  lid.  to  12d.  per  gallon. 

Turpentine. — About  2,000  barrels  have  changed  hands; 
for  American  Spirits  36s.  was  at  one  period  taken,  but  the 
market  has  since  become  firmer,  and  there  were  buyers  at 
36s.  6d. 
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Poitfljln  frit*  fwttd: 

Tho  prices  quoted  in  the  following  list  are  those  actually  obtained  in 
Mincinglano  for  articles  sold  in  bulk.  Our  Retail  Subscribers  must 
not  expect  to  purchase  at  tbese  market  prices,  but  they  may  draw 
from  them  useful  conclusions  respecting  the  prices  at  which  articles 
are  offered  by  the  Wholesale  Firms.] 


CHEMICALS.  1871. 

ACIDS—  s.  d.  s. 

Aeetio  per  lb.  0  4   to  0 

Citric   per  lb.  2  9}  ..  0 

Hydrochlor.   ....percwt  4  0..  7 

Nitric   per  lb.  0  5    ..  0 

Oxalic  ,  0  8}..  0 

Sulphiric                 „  0  0|  ..  0 

Tartaric  crystal  . .     „  14..  1 

powdered    „  1  4|  ..  1 

Antimony  ore  per  ton  240  0    ..  280 

crude  ..percwt  36  0    ..  38 

regulus..    „  4S  0    ..  0 

star              „  50  0    ..  0 

Arsenic,  lump             ,,  15  6   ..  16 

powder  ,  6  9..  7 

Brimstone,  rough  ..per ton  160  0    ..  0 

roll  percwt  10  0    ..  11 

flour   12  0    ..  13 

Iodine,  dry   per  oz.  0  10}  ..  0 

Ivory  Black,  dry. .per  cwt.  0  0    ..*  0 

Magnesia,  calcined,  .per  lb.  1  2    ..  0 

Mercury          ..  per  bottle  235  0    ..  0 

Minium,  red   por  cwt  20  0    ..  21 

orange  ....     ,,  31  6    ..  0 

Precipitate,  red  ....per lb.  8  9..  0 

white  . .    „  3  8..  0 

Prussian  Blue             ,,  0  0..  0 

SALTS — 

Alum   pertrn  1S2  6    ..  185 

powder  ....     ,,  145  0    ..  150 
Ammonia : 

Carbonate   per  lb.  OS}..  0 

Hydrochlorate,  crude, 

white  per  ton  460  0    ..  560 

British  (see  Sal  Ammoniac) 

Sulphate   per  ton  330  0    ..  340 

Argol,  Cape  percwt  58  0  73 

France  ,  0  0..  0 

Oporto,  red    „  22  0   ..  24 

Sicily              „  0  0..  0 

Naples,  white  „  0  0..  0 

Florence,  white  0  0..  0 

„      red  „  0  0..  0 
Ashes  (see  Potash  and  Soda) 

Bleaching powd.. per  cwt.  11  6    ..  11 

Borax,  crude  ....     „  25  0    ..  40 

(Tincal)  ..     „  45  0    ..  60 

British  refud.  ,,  6S  0    ..  70 

Calomel   per  lb.  3  7..  0 

Copper: 

Sulphate  percwt.  22  0    ..  23 

Copperas,  green  ..per  ton  50  0    ..  60 

CorrosiveSublimate.  .p.lb.  2  11    ..  0 

Cr.  Tartar,  French,  p.  cwt.  102  6    ...  0 

Venetian  grey  „  105  0    . .  0 

brown  „  0  0..  0 

Epsom  Salts  percwt.  6  0..  7 

Glauber  Salts ....  „  4  6  ..  6 
Lime : 

Acetate, white,  per  cwt.  12  6    ..  23 

Magnesia :  Carbonate  „  42  6  ..  0 
Potash : 

Bichromate   ....per  lb.  0  5..  0 
Carbonate : 
Potashes,  Canada,  1st 

sort   percwt.  32  9    ..  0 

Pearlashes,  Canada,lst 

sort   per  ewt.  40  0    . .  0 

Chlorate  per  lb.  10..  0 

Prussia te   per  lb.  1  •  0    . .  1 

red   19}..  1 

Tartrate  (see  Argol  and  Cream  of  Tartar) 
Potassium : 

Chloride  percwt.  12  6    ..  18 

Iodide  per  lb.  14  6    ...  15 

Quinine : 
Sulphate,    British,  in 

bottles   per  oz.  8  0..  0 

Sulphate,  French    „  8  0..  0 

Sal  Acetos  per  lb.  0  11    ..  0 

Sal  Ammoniac,  Brit.  cwt.  41  0   ..  42 
Saltpetre : 
Bengal,  6  per  cent  or 

under   percwt.  28  0  29 

Bengal,  over  6  per  cent. 

percwt.  25  6    ..  27 

Madras                  „  0  0..  0 

Bomb  &Kurrachcep.ct.  0  0..  0 

European             „  0  0..  0 

British,  refined      .,  31  0    ..  32 

Boda:  Bicarbonate,  p.cwt.  10  6   ..  0 
Carbonate : 

Soda  Ash. ...  perdeg.  02..  0 

Soda  Crystals  per  ton  82  6    . .  85 

Hyposulphite.. per  cwt.  18  0    ..  0 
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4 
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36  0 
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7 
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20  9 

31  6 

2  6 

2  5 

0  0 

145  0 

165  0 

0  5} 

480  0 


330 
55 
45 
22 
32 
0 
0 
0 

S 
25 
55 
69 

2 


23  6 
52  6 
1  11 
82  0 


83 
0 
6 
4 


12  6 
42  6 

0  5J 


32  0 

34  0 

0  10 

1  0 
1  0} 


8  0 
11  9 


£  10 
5  8 
0  10 
41  0 


23  9 

22  3 

21  0 

0  0 

25  0 

26  6 
9  6 

0  1} 

76-  0 

13  6 
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0  0 
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0  5 

0  0 

0  1 

0  II 
0  -0 

360  0 

0  0 

68  0 

6S  0 


0 
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16  6 
7  9 


0  9} 
0  0 


21  0 

32  6 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

155  0 

170  0 

0  6 

560  0 

340  0 

70  0 

5S  0 

24  0 

40  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

8  6 

35  0 

65  0 

.  70  0 

0  0 

24  0 

60  0 
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0  0 
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0  0 
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0  0 

1  10 


0  0 
12  0 
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23  6 
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16  6 

40  0 

28  0 


0 
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27  6 

9  9 

0  0 

0  0 

14  0 


210  0 

325  0 

27  0 
21  0 
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0  11 
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3  11 
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..     38  0 
16 


0 
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Soda  :  s.  d. 

Nitrate  por  cwt.  16  0 

Sugar  op  Lead, White,  cwt.  39  0 

Brown                        ,,  26  0 

Sulphur  (see  Brimstone 

Verdioris                per  b.  10..  12 

Vermilion,  English.,  por  lb.  4  2..      4  4 

China  ,  3  6..      0  0 

DRUGS. 

Aloes,  Hepatic. ..  .per  cwt.  70  0 

Socotrino . .      „  120  0 

Cape,  good..    „  22  0 

Inferior          „  17  0 

Barbadoes       ,,  70  0 

Ambergris,  grey  oz.  25  0 

BALSAMS — 

Canada   per  lb.   0  10 

Capivi   ,  1  9 

Peru    9  2 

Tolu                           „  1  11 

BARKS— 

Canolla  alba  . . .  .per  cwt.  12  6 

Cascarilla                 ,,  18  0 

Pom,  crown  As  grey  per  lb.    0  10 

Calisaya,  flat      ,,  3  2 

quill    „  3  2 

Carthagena        „  0  10 

Pitayo    0  10 

Red   2  0 

Bucho  Leaves                ,,  0  5 

Camphor,  China.,  per  cwt.  72  6 

Japan           „  72  6 

Refin  Eng.  per  lb.  1  2 

Cantharides                „  5  0 

Chamomile  Flowers  p.  cwt  40  0 

Castoreum   per  lb.  3  0 

Dragon's  Blood,  Ip.  p.  cwt.  100  0 

FRUITS  AND  SEEDS  (see  also  Seeds 

Anise,  China  Star  pr  cwt.  112  6 

German,  dec.    ,,  36  0 

Beans,  Tonquin  . .  per  lb.  0  9 
Cardamoms,  Malabar 

good                      „  9  0..     10  0 

inferior      ,,  8  0..      9  0 

Madras  „  6  6..      9  6 

Ceylon   „  2  9..      8  0 

Cassia  Fistula.,  percwt.  12  0    ..     30  0 

Castor  Seeds  ..          „  10  0    ..     12  0 

Cocculus  Indicus       „  12  6    ..     13  0 

Colocyhth,  apple . .  per  lb.  0  3..  06 

Croton  Seeds  . .  per  cwt.  82  0    . .     87  0 

Cubebs                       „  23  6    ..     26  0 

Cummin                    „  100  0    ..    110  0 

Dividivi                     „  12  0    ..     13  0 

Fenugreek                 „  15  0    ..     20  0 

Guinea  Grains  . .        „  23  0    ..     24  0 

Juniper  Berries        „  15  0    ..     15  6 

Myrobalans  ....        „  10  0    ..     15  6 

Nux  Vomica              „  10  6    ..     13  0 

Tamarinds,  East  India  „  SO..  120 

West  India,  new   ,,  8  0..     14  0 

Vanilla,  large  per  lb.  30  0    . .     45  0 

inferior         „  20  0    ..     30  0 

Wormseed         per  cwt.  0  0..      0  0 
Ginger,  Preserved,  in  bond 

(duty  Id.  per  lb.)  per  lb.  0  6..      0  8 
Gums  (set  separate  list) 

Honey,   Chili  per  cwt.  86  0   . .     46  0 

Cuba  ....        „  22  0    ..     86  0 

Jamaica,.         „  31  0    ..     52  0 

Ipecacuanha           per  lb.  5  6..      5  9 

Isinglass,  Brazil. .        „  2  10    ..      4  6 

Tongue  sort   ,,  3  8..      5  1 

East  India     „  17..      4  1 

West  India     „  3  9..      4  4 

Russ.  long  staple  5  6..  80 

„   leaf      „  3  0..      6  6 

„   Simovia  2  0..      3  6 

Jalap,  good                   „  18..      3  0 

infer.  &  stems   „  0  6..  16 

Lemon  Juice  ...per  degree  0  1..      0  1} 

Liquorice,  Spanish  percwt.  0  0..      0  0 

Italian        ,,  40  0    ..     60  0 

Manna,  flaky  ....   per  lb.  3  6..      4  0 

small               „  2  0..      2  2 

Ml'SK                      poroz.  20  0    ..     33  0 

OILS  (see  also  separate  List) 

Almond, expressed  por  lb.  11..  0  0 
Castor,  1st  pale 04}..  05 

second  0  4}..  04 

infor.  4  dark  ,,  0  4..       0  4 

Bombay  (in  casks)  0  4    ..      0  4j 

Cod  Liver   por  gall.  5  0..      6  0 

Croton  peroz.  0  3}..  04} 

Essential  Oils : 

Almond   por  lb.  42  0    ..      0  0 

Anise-seed  per  lb.  8  7}..  00 

Bay   percwt.  65  0    ..     70  0 

Bergamot   por  lb.  8  0..     16  0 

Cajoput,(in  bond)  peroz.  0  2}..  08 

Caraway  per  lb.  5  6..  68 

Cassia                     ,,  4  6    ..      4  7 

Cinnamon  peroz.  10..      4  6 

Cinnamon-leaf..     .,  0  2..      0  6 
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4  6 

0 

4 

0  0 

104 
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Jt«71, 

1»7U. 

£ssential  Oils,  continued:— 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

B. 

d. 

». 

d. 

0 

2 

0 

'-'4 

21  .. 

o 

Q 

flno  i .  ■  * 

0 

21 

0 

0 

o 

3*  .. 

0 

0 

2 

5 

2 

ij 

2 

o 

o 

1 

o 

2 

0 

1 

9  .. 
0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

4 

8 

U 

4 

8 

5 

(I 

9 

o 

5 

0  i« 

7 

0 

1   n 1 1  >i i .■  i . i  ■  •  •  *  .per  oz. 

0 

21 
*• 

0 

3 

o 

"4    •  • 

0 

4( 

VAm|l 

0 

5 

0 

6 

o 

6 

0 

0 

Nutmegs   is 

l  )r  iiiif.i                               HOT  11). 

o 

4 

. .  0 

7h 

o 

5 

o 

10 

5 

0 

7 

0 

5 

0  .. 

0 

i  It  t ,  i  nf  RnHftH         HOI*  OZ. 

12 

o 

20 

0 

18 

0    . . 

20 

0 

1  1  .  1   <li,  in  1  i 

3 

o 

0 

o 

Q 

0 

o 

o 

Peppermint  * 

0 

6 

\  j 1 1 1  i  iiMn  , , ,  ,pcr  lb. 

15 

o 

10 

14 

0  .. 

15 

TPii  orltnVi 

S3 

0 

84 

o 

82 

0    ■  ■ 

42 

0 

1 

:i 

2 

0 

1 

9    . . 

2 

0 

3 

o 

0 

o 

A 

Q 

4 

8 

4 

0 

lti 

0 

4 

0  .. 

16 

0 

ThxrmA 

1 

10 

2 

o 

10    . . 

2 

o 

M  i.  i'    MnMMWI           nAI*  (Y7. 

o 

0 

3 

o 

1 

0 

2* 
- 

i  i  ■  1 1  \i    r ■  i  ■,                   t  ,.c  ')  i 

27 

o 

29 

o 

35 

0 

36 

o 

15 

o 

25 

0 

25 

0    •  • 

33 

o 

Quassia  (bitter  wood)  per  ton 

60 

o 

70 

o 

140 

0 

160 

o 

Ti i j i r t> inn    Plliiiiji    trctc\c\   am  1 

tine                     per  lb 

2 

o 

5 

6 

4 

6    . . 

8 

o 

Good  mid.  toord. 

0 

4 

1 

9 

o 

8 

4 

3 

rin  t"^>li  t  vi  m  yii  *»rl 

i-'UUlll  Vl  llllulCU              , , 

0 

o 

0 

o 

9 

6    * . 

10 

o 

ROOTS  P/ilnmha.    nor  cwt. 

o. 

o 

0 

o 

o 

0 

o 

o 

25 

o 

42 

o 

30 

0 

40 

o 

21 

0 

25 

0 

35 

0  .. 

45 

0 

15 

0 

17 

o 

17 

0  .. 

22 

0 

23 

0 

0 

0 

19 

0 

0 

0 

22 

o 

30 

o 

22 

0 

30 

0 

61 

o 

62 

o 

38 

0 

44 

0 

Pink                    per  lb 

58 

0 

60 

o 

58 

0    . . 

60 

0 

0 

7 

1 

o 

o 

7    •  • 

0  10 

0 

5 

0 

11 

o 

5    . . 

0 

10 

4 

Q 

. .  5 

o 

9 

0 

0 

0 

10 

1 

o 

x 

o 

0 

o 

Saffron,  Spanish  . .  „ 
Salep                .  .per  cwt. 

33 

o 

40 

o 

32 

0 

38 

o 

110 

o 

0 

o 

110 

0    • . 

0 

0 

3arsaparilla,  Limn  per  lb. 

0 

o 

0 

7* 

o 

6 

0 

7 

1 

o 

1 

3 

0    . . 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

s 

1 

2 

1 

Q 

Jamaica 

S  »  Qq  a  vn  a  n                  Tipr  fwt 

1 

7 

. .  3 

2 

\ 

11    •  • 

2 

g 

o 

0 

o 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

Scammony,  Virpfin  ..per  lb. 

25 

0 

29 

o 

28 

0 

82 

0 

second  &  ordinary  tt 

10 

o 

23 

o 

10 

0 

23 

o 

Senna.  Bombay  .... 

0 

3- J 

0 

5* 

0 

3$  .. 

o 

Q 

0 

4 

1 

6 

0 

2 

q 

0 

4 

1 

7 

0 

4  ..' 

Q 

Spermaceti, refined. .  „ 

1 

6 

•  •  1 

7 

1 

6 

7 

1 

3 

■  •  1 

4 

1 

6 

o 

0 

0 

1 

.  -  0 

0 

11  .. 

A 
U 

-i 

GUMS. 

Amm'>s[A'  i  drop  *  .per  cwt. 

80 

0 

100 

q 

210 

0 

270 

0 

lump  . .  „ 

50 

o 

75 

n 
u 

120 

n 

u    ■  ■ 

200 

0 

Animi,  fine  washed  „ 
hold  scraped      ,  , 

250 

o 

. .  350 

o 

300 

0    . . 

340 

0 

200 

o 

.  •  240 

o 

240 

0 

290 

o 

100 

o 

. .  200 

o 

100 

0    • . 

200 

o 

darlc 

70 

o 

100 

o 

SO 

n 

100 

0 

AniRir    F.  T  finfi 

pale  picked  .  •      , , 

62 

o 

•  ■  70 

76 

0 

82 

0 

srts  gd.  to  fill  , 

52 

61 

o 

65 

74 

0 

cftrhlincMi 

gtuuuugo<i  ,, 

25 

o 

45 

o 

40 

o 

60 

0 

Turkey,  pick,  gd  to  fin.  , , 

160 

o 

. .  200 

o 

170 

0 

210 

0 

second  Sl  inf. 

85 

o 

•  ■  155 

o 

90 

0 

160 

0 

in  sorts  .  •  ,, 

70 

o 

•  •  90 

Q 

75 

n 

100 

0 

Gedda  , 

38 

o 

■  •  44 

o 

38 

0 

44 

0 

Barb  art,  white  •  •      , , 

65 

o 

•  •  70 

o 

75 

Q 

80 

0 

brown..  ,, 

48 

o 

•  •  52 

(J 

70 

o 

75 

0 

Australian  ■ 

21 

o 

40 

o 

25 

0 

47 

0 

As8AFQ?TrDA,corn.to  gd  ,, 

30 

o 

•  •  90 

0 

40 

o 

100 

0 

BENJAMIN,  1st  qual.  ., 

160 

o 

• .  400 

o 

280 

o 

460 

0 

2nd  „  „ 

140 

o 

210 

o 

140 

o 

220 

0 

3rd 

Copal  Angola  red  ,, 

40 

o 

85 

60 

o 

120 

0 

120 

o 

140 

o 

95 

o 

107 

0 

Benguela  . . 

90 

o 

135 

q 

90 

o 

105 

0 

Sierra  Loono.  .per  lb. 

o 

3 

1 

o 

o 

1 

24 

Manilla  ■ .  ■  .per  cwt. 

16 

a 

•  •  40 

o 

32 

o 

55 

0 

Dammar,  pale  .... 

55 

o 

■  •  62 

o 

77 

(j 

85 

0 

Euphorbium  • 

18 

o 

14 

o 

18 

A 

V       ■  . 

14 

0 

Galbanum 

200 

o 

260 

o 

J.UV 

A 

v       .  . 

260 

0 

Gamboge, pekd. pipe  ,, 

260 

o 

300 

o 

290 

230 

0 

0 

9 

• .  2 

7 

o 

9 

1 

6 

60 

o 

120 

o 

60 

A 

v       ■  . 

140 

0 

Kowrie,  rough....  „ 

25 

o 

•  •  Ol) 

n 

V 

Aft, 

ou 

A 

u     •  • 

57 

6 

scraped  ..  „ 

38 

o 

on 

n 

V 

JO 

A 

u     •  • 

105 

0 

6 

o 

T 

o 

5 

A 

o    .  * 

6 

0 

Mtrrh,  gd.  4  fine  por  cwt.  120 

o 

*  *  10U 

o 

190 

A 

0      •  ■ 

233 

0 

80 

0 

•  ■  ±10 

at 

A 

u     •  • 

185 

0 

Olibanum,  p.  sorts 

77 

Q 

u 

IO 

A 

v     •  • 

85 

0 

amber  b.  ylw. 

77 

g 

•  *         1  0 

n 

70, 

IV 

A 

v       ■  . 

77 

0 

garblings  , 

19 

a 
o 

A  C 

A 

u 

A 

"      .  • 

50 

0 

05 

0 

•  •  85 

0 

80 

0   •  • 

05 

0 

65 

a 

V 

•  •  ill 

V 

Tt\ 

IV 

A 

U     • . 

100 

0 

13 

o 

l  A 

o 

13 

q 

14 

0 

Traoacakth,  leaf. .  „ 

200 

A 

u 

•  ■  310 

0 

220 

0    . . 

380 

0 

in  sort«  ,, 

110 

A 

u 

•  •  180 

0 

115 

0    . . 

210 

0 

OILS. 

0 

0 

0 

£43 

0  .. 

0 

0 

yellow  to  tinged  „ 

33 

0 

..  36 

0 

36 

0  .. 

41 

0 

81 

0 

0 

0 

84 

0  .. 

85 

0 

Sperm,  body    ,, 

84 

0 

0 

0 

90 

0  .. 

91 

0 

headmatter  ,, 

84 

0 

0 

0 

90 

0  .. 

0 

0 

1871. 

1870. 

Oils,  continual: — 

8. 

£ 

8G 

0 

36 

LC  ■ 

39 

0 

Whale,  South  Soa,  pale  ,, 
yellow  „ 

86 

0  .. 

37 

0 

39 

A 

Q 

85 

0  .. 

o 

(j 

87 

o 

OB 

0 

brown 

33 

0  .. 

0 

o 

36 

0 

o 

o 

East  India,  Fish  ,, 

28 

0  .. 

29 

0 

32 

0  • 

33 

0 

49 

0  .. 

49 

10 

60 

0 

Q 

() 

Trieste   , 

4S 

0  .. 

0 

0 

59 

o 

0 

0 

48 

0  .. 

0 

0 

54 

0  .. 

65 

Mogador  

48 

0  .. 

0 

0 

53 

A 

q 

0 

48 

0  .. 

48  10 

58 

0  • 

0 

8icily    „ 

47  10  .. 

48 

0 

67 

0  .. 

58 

o 

Cocoanut,  Cochin. .  per  ton 

45 

0  .. 

48 

0 

46 

0  ■ 

0 

0 

Ceylon . .  „ 

40 

0  .. 

40 

10 

42 

0  • 

o 

o 

Sydney  ,, 

83 

0  .. 

38 

0 

36 

0 

41 

0 

Ground  Nut  and  Ginoellv  : 

0 

0  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0  .. 

o 

o 

43 

0  .. 

44 

0 

42 

10  .. 

0 

o 

38  10 

0 

0 

40 

10  .. 

o 

0 

32 

0  .. 

35 

5 

32 

10  .. 

0 

Kapkseed,  English,  pale  . . 

47 

0  .. 

0 

0 

44 

0  .. 

o 

o 

45 

5  .. 

A 

u 

0 

41 

10  .. 

o 

0 

Foreign  pale .... 

40 

0  .. 

0 

0 

45  10  .. 

46 

0 

45 

0  .. 

0 

0 

42 

0  .. 

o 

o 

28 

0  .. 

o  i 

.J* 

A 

u 

81 

0  .. 

37 

0 

70 

0  .. 

•70 

A 

76 

0  .. 

0 

0 

86 

1  .. 

0 

0 

35 

0  .. 

0 

0 

Turpentine,  American,  cks. 

86 

6  .. 

0 

0 

30 

6  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0  .. 

o 

o 

14 

0  . 

0 

0 

H. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

8. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

ronnod,  per  gall. 

.  1 

5  .. 

1 

1 

94  .. 

1 

10 

Spirit  ,, 

0  11  .. 

1 

0 

1 

4  .. 

1 

6 

SEEDS. 

46 

0  .. 

54 

0 

50 

0  .. 

60 

o 

Caraway,  English  per  cwt. 

0 

0    . . 

0 

0 

48 

0  .. 

52 

0 

0    . . 

0 

0 

28 

0  .. 

46 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20 

0  .. 

22 

o 

44 

0  .. 

48 

0 

40 

0  .. 

43 

0 

Linseed,  English  per  qr. . . 

0 

0  .. 

0 

6 

0 

0  .. 

0 

o 

Black  Sea  &  Azof 

63 

6  .. 

0 

0 

57 

0  .. 

0 

o 

Calcutta  „ 

62 

0  .. 

62 

6 

50 

0  .. 

0 

0 

Bombay  ,, 

63 

6  .. 

0 

0 

60 

0  .. 

0 

0 

St.  Petrsbrg.  „ 
Mustard,  brown,  .per  bshl. 

59 

0  .. 

60 

0 

54 

0  .. 

56 

0 

0 

0  .. 

0 

0 

8 

0  .. 

10 

6 

white..  ,, 

9 

0  .. 

9 

6 

7 

0  .. 

14 

0 

Poppy,  East  India  per  qr. 

60 

6  .. 

61 

0 

57 

0  .. 

A 

U 

0 

CTJTPTTC 

Cassia  Liqnea  . . .  .per  cwt. 

98 

0  .. 

112 

0 

120 

0  .. 

130 

0 

45 

0  .. 

80 

0 

47 

0  .. 

so 

If 

140 

0  .. 

170 

0 

100 

0  .. 

175 

o 

Cinnamon,  Ceylon, 

1st  quality  ....per  lb. 

a 

2 

3 

5 

1 

10  .. 

3 

7 

l 

S 

3 

4 

1 

7  .. 

3 

a 

l 

7    ■ . 

3 

2 

1 

3  .. 

3 

1 

0 

0  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0  .. 

o 

Cloves,  Penang. .. .  „ 

i 

1  .. 

1 

2 

0  103  .. 

0 

0 

4}  .. 

0 

0\ 

0 

4i  .. 

0 

GiNOf.R,  Jam  ,  fine  per  cwt. 

0 

3  .. 

0 

3 

0 

3  .. 

0 

0 

80 

0  .. 

ISO 

0 

110 

0  .. 

200 

0 

Ord.  to  good  . .  ,, 

38 

0  .. 

77 

0 

36 

0  .. 

100 

(1 

30 

0  .. 

0 

0 

26 

0  .. 

0 

0 

26 

0  .. 

0 

0 

26 

0  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0  .. 

0 

0 

26 

0  .. 

03 

0 

Pepper,  Blk,  Malabar,  per  lb 

84 

0  .. 

105 

0 

35 

0  .. 

119 

o 

0 

6  .. 

0 

6J 

0 

5i  .. 

0 

0 

White,  Tellicherry  „ 

0 

1 

24 

0 

9  .. 

l 

g 

Cayenne   , 

Mace,  1st  quality  .  .per  lb. 

0 

It:: 

1 

ijf 

0 

9 

1 

21 

3 

3  .. 

3 

10 

3 

0  .. 

3 

9 

2nd  and  inferior. .      , , 

2 

5  .. 

3 

2 

2 

4  .. 

2 

11 

Nutmegs,  78  to  60  to  lb. 

2 

7  .. 

4 

0 

2 

8  .. 

4 

0 

90  to  80  „ 

2 

4  .. 

2 

6 

2 

2 

2 

7 

132  to  95  „ 

1 

8  .. 

2 

3 

1 

6 

2 

1 

VARIOUS  PRODUCTS. 

COCHINEAL— 

Honduras, black  ..per  lb. 

2 

5    . . 

3 

6 

2 

S  .. 

3  10 

„        silver  ..  „ 

2 

5  .. 

2 

9 

2 

9  .. 

n 

11 

„        pasty  ..  „ 

1 

10  .. 

2 

4 

o 

1  .. 

2 

8 

Mexican, black  ... .  ,, 

8 

5  .. 

2 

9 

2 

8  .. 

3 

0 

,,  silver.... 

2 

4  .. 

o 

5 

7 

2 

8 

Teneriffe,  black .... 

2 

5  .. 

3 

9 

2 

9  .. 

4 

0 

„       silver....  ,, 
PUMICE  STONE  ..per  ton 

2 

4  .. 

2 

6 

2 

S  .. 

2 

9 

120 

0  .. 

150 

0 

120 

0  .. 

160 

0 

SOAP,  Castilo   per  cwt. 

35 

0  .. 

0 

0 

35 

0  .. 

0 

0 

SPONGE,  Turk,  fin  pkd  prlb.  12 

0  .. 

16 

0 

12 

0  .. 

16 

0 

Fair  to  good  . .  „ 

4 

0  .. 

11 

0 

4 

0  .. 

11 

0 

1 

0  .. 

3 

6 

1 

0  .. 

3 

6 

o' 

6  .. 

2 

6 

0 

6  .. 

2 

« 

TERRA  JAPONICA— 

Gambler  . .  per  cwt. 

IS 

3  .. 

15 

6 

17 

3  .. 

17 

6 

Froo  cubos  ,, 

17 

0  .. 

19 

0 

18 

6  .. 

21 

0 

10 

6  .. 

22 

0 

25 

0  .. 

26 

6 

WOOD,  Dyk,  Bar  ..per  ton 

£3  15  .. 

£4 

0 

£4 

0  .. 

£4 

ID 

0 

0  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0  .. 

0 

0 

17 

0  .. 

24 

0 

17 

0  .. 

24 

0 

Fustio,  Cuba  , 

7 

10  .. 

8 

10 

7 

15  .. 

8 

10 

6 

10  .. 

5 

10 

4 

10  .. 

5 

10 

0 

0  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0  .. 

0 

0 

Logwood,  Campoachy  „ 

0  10  .. 

10 

0 

9 

10  .. 

10 

10 

5  10  .. 

6 

10 

5 

10  .. 

5 

15 

St.  Domingo  ....  ,, 

4 

10  .. 

6 

10 

6 

0  .. 

5 

10 

4 

5 

4  12/6 

4 

15  .. 

0 

0 

Lima,  first  pile  , 

RkdSandrrs   „ 

9  10  .. 

10 

10 

11 

15  .. 

0 

0 

6 

6  .. 

S 

5 

8 

5  .. 

8 

10 

Sapan,  BlMAS,  tio.  ,, 

6 

0  .. 

8 

10 

7 

0  . 

9 

10 

